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Curtain Raiser

Coinciding with the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsava 
celebrations and the Year of India’s G20 
Presidency, the New Delhi World Book Fair 

(NDWBF) - one of the most awaited calendar events, 
and one of the world’s largest book fairs - is celebrating 
its 50 years’ journey this year. Organized by National 
Book Trust, India, in collaboration with ITPO the 
NDWBF 2023 will be held from 25 February to 5 
March 2023 at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. With Azadi 
ka Amrit Mahotsava as the Theme and FRANCE as the 
Guest of Honour Country at the Fair, the 9-day long 
book fair will see a large number of Indian and foreign 
publishers put up a huge collection of books at the 
new International Exhibition Centre in the centrally 
located Pragati Maidan in all its glory. 

In the Press Conference held today at the 
Constitution Club of India to announce the book 
fair, Prof. Govind Prasad Sharma, Chairman NBT-
India invited people from walks of life to join this 
huge festival of books and letters and be part of this 
reading campaign.

Shri Yuvraj Malik, Director NBT-India while 
addressing the media said that the New Delhi World 
Book Fair 2023 will be the biggest celebration of books 
and literature and will have new attractions this year 
with G20 Pavilion, NEP Pavilion, Ed-Tech Zone, YUVA 
author corner, in addition to the regular features of 
Theme Pavilion, Foreign Pavilion, Children’s Pavilion, 
Authors Corners, Lekhak Manch, Seminar Hall, and 
the Amphitheatre. Books, literature and culture from 

G20 countries in addition to other countries across 
the globe will be showcased at this festival of books. 
Many seminars, conferences, book releases, literary 
and cultural programmes, as well as various B2B events 
will be held on the sidelines of the book fair.

Sharing his views on France being the Guest 
of Honour country at the NDWBF, Mr Emmanuel 
Lebrun-Damiens, Cultural Counsellor, Embassy of 
France in India said France is happy to be a part of 
the 50-year celebration of the New Delhi World Book 
Fair, and this is an important event for strengthening 
bilateral ties between France and India. He informed 
that a delegation of French authors, led by Annie 
Ernaux, the French Nobel Laureate, will be present 
at the NDWBF, in addition to many illustrators and 
publishers from France. France is making efforts to 
translate French literature into Indian languages and till 
now, more than 40 french books have been translated 
into Indian languages.

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Hon’ble Education 
Minister, Government of India will inaugurate the 
Fair on 25 February 2023, in the presence of H.E. 
Mr Emmanuel Lenain, Hon’ble Ambassador of France 
to India, Mr Vincent Montagne, President, Syndicat 
National de LEdition, France, Ms Annie Ernaux, 
Nobel Laureate, France, Shri Pradeep Singh Kharola, 
Chairman and Managing Director, ITPO, Prof. Govind 
Prasad Sharma, Chairman and NBT-India and Shri 
Yuvraj Malik, Director NBT-India.
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New Delhi World Book Fair 2023

The Theme of the NDWBF 2023 is  Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, celebrating and commemorating 
75 years of independence and the glorious 

history of our people, culture and achievements. 
This Mahotsav is dedicated to the people of India 
who have been instrumental in bringing India thus 
far in its evolutionary journey through the fight for 
independence and beyond. NDWBF celebrates the 
sacrifices and achievements of the people of this 
country by hosting seminars, talks, and discussions 
around the brave men and women of India at various 
venues across the 9 days of the Fair. 

In Focus:
The theme of India’s G20 Presidency - “Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam” or “One Earth · One Family · One 
Future” - is drawn from the ancient Sanskrit text of 
the Maha Upanishad. Essentially, the theme affirms 
the value of all life – human, animal, plant, and 
microorganisms – and their inter-connectedness 
on the planet Earth and in the wider universe.
The theme also spotlights LiFE (Lifestyle for 
Environment), with its associated, environmentally 

sustainable and responsible choices, both at the level 
of individual lifestyles as well as national development, 
leading to globally transformative actions resulting in 
a cleaner, greener and bluer future.

The NEP 2020 Pavilion will focus on the 
salient features of the National Education Policy 
2020 highlighting a paradigm shift in approach to 
the Education system with emphasis on the building 
of world-class, digital infrastructure, educational 
digital content and capacity ensuring equitable use of 
technology among others. The Pavilion designed by 
the National Institute of Design is spread over 1000 
sq. feet, featuring an Event Zone and Presentation 
Area that will encapsulate the journey of the NEP.
The Ed-Tech Zone in the NEP Pavilion will focus on 
new innovations in technology in the field of education 
and integrated learning.

CEOSpeak: 

CEOs and Senior Executives are welcome to 
participate in the B2B event CEO Speak over 
Chairman’s Breakfast organized by National Book 
Trust, India, and FICCI, on the sidelines of the Fair 
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to share and exchange ideas about Indian 
and International book trade.

Rights Table: 

It is one of the exciting features of NDWBF 
which will take place on 27 and 28 February 
2023. The New Delhi Rights Table offers B2B 
match-making sessions among publishers 
in a refreshingly new business ambience. 
The unique format of this event enables 
exhibitors to book their own Rights Table, 
meet each other, present their products and 
ideas, and also finalize their interests and 
agreements for the transfer of translation and other 
rights of books available in English, Hindi and other 
Indian languages.

Children’s Pavilion: 

This year the vibrant Children’s Pavilion will be 
an energetic affair for kids with multiple activities 
planned for children of all age-groups. Various 
storytelling sessions across genres of Children’s 
literature, interactive sessions, Book Launches, 
cultural performances, art workshops, writing 
workshops, Read-a-thon, Inter-School competitions 
to bring out your competitive side, a specially 
curated Child Author’s corner where young authors 
will share their journey and experiences becoming 
writers in a young age, and much more is in store.
Events and activities inspired by Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav along with dedicated career guidance sessions 
for students, illustrator’s meets, and a number of 
creative sessions organized by the French and Russian 
delegation, the Children’s Pavilion will be inaugurated 
on 25 February followed by the felicitation of winners 
of the AMRITPEX Stamp Design Contest (11-15 
February 2023) organized by NBT-India.

Authors’ Corner/Lekhak Manch:

Aesthetically designed Authors’ Corners created in 
various halls of the Fair provide the right platform 
for dialogues, panel discussions, and book launches 
for domestic publishers, authors and book lovers. 
Aptly named Reflections & Conversations, Lekhak 

Manch and Sahitya Manch, these Corners have become 
synonymous with lively literary activities, and also 
serve as a meeting place for visitors.

YUVACon:

To mark the celebrations of India@75 and pay tribute 
to heroes of India’s freedom struggle, the Ministry of 
Education (Government of India) launched a scheme 
called ‘YUVA-Prime Minister’s Scheme for Mentoring 
Young Authors’ with the objective of training young 
and budding authors. The 75 young writers thus 
chosen through an All India Contest and mentored 
by established authors, will have their books ready for 
launch. These authors will interact with booklovers, 
visitors and other panellists in the specially-designed  
YUVA corner

Child Authors Corner:

One of the first of its kind, NBT-India will put up 
Corner for published Child Authors, who will discuss 
their books, their inspiration to write, their role model 
authors, etc.

International Events Corner:

It is an engaging platform for sharing ideas and 
enhancing literary understanding. Foreign Exhibitors/
Missions/Embassies/Cultural Centres/Book 
Promotion Agencies are encouraged to book slots at 
the Events Corner for organizing Book Launches, Panel 
Discussions, Literary Programmes and Workshops for 
children as well as adults.
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International Events/YUVA Corner
Hall No. 4

TIME EVENT ORGANISER
12:30 pm to 01:00 pm YUVA Session NBT-India
01:00 pm to 02:00 pm Writing through Illustrations!  Round Table with 

French Graphic novelists
France

02:00 pm to 03:00 pm An hour with children book’s star Susie MorgensternFrance
04:30 pm to 05:30 pm Meet Nobel Prize Winner Annie Ernaux France
05:30 pm to 06:30 pm Book Fairs and Literary Fests NBT-India

THEME PAVILION
Hall No. 5

TIME EVENT ORGANISER
11:30 am to 01:30 pm NBT Programme with Author NBT-India
01:45 pm to 02:30 pm Prime Time Talk With Ashwin Sanghi NBT-India
04:30 pm to 06:00 pm PM-YUVA Session With Sandhu Yadvinder, Grandson 

of Bhagat Singh
NBT-India

06:00 pm to 07:00 pm Shaurya Gatha Event with Sub Maj Sanjay Kumar PVCNBT-India

NEP PAVILION
Hall No. 4 FF

TIME EVENT ORGANISER
06:00 pm to 08:00 pm PM-YUVA Authors Session I NBT-India

CHILDREN’S PAVILION 
Hall No. 3

TIME EVENT ORGANISER
11:00 am to 12:00 pm Lecture-performance of A Nestful of light by Khartika 

Nair Joëlle Jollive
French Delegation

12:15 pm to 01:15 pm Why Read to Infants?  They Don’t Understand 
Anything! “How to Read to the Little Ones” by 
Anastasia Orlova

Russian Delegation

01:30 pm to 02:00 pm Book Reading and Odissi Dance Performance by 
Jaya Mehta

NBT-India

02:15 pm to 03:00 pm Session on Vexillology by Mohit Gupta Forb - Friends of Books
03:00 pm to 04:15 pm Storytelling Session by Jaishree Sethi NCCL, NBT
04:30 pm Inauguration of Children’s Pavilion NDWBF-2023, 

Felicitation of AMRITPEX Stamp Design Contest 
winners by Chairman, NBT and Director, NBT

NCCL, NBT

EVENTS TODAY
25/02/2023
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SEMINARS & DISCUSSIONS
Hall No. 4

TIME EVENT ORGANISER
02:00 pm to 03:30 pm Discussion on “Passive Wealth Creation” Pendown Press

04:00 pm to 05:30 pm Book Launch of “Storytelling Made Easy”Pitambar Publishing
Company P. Ltd.

06:00 pm to 07:30 pm Seminar on “The Eternal Spiritual Science of 
Kriyayoga as Revived by Household  Yogi-Yogiraj 
Shyamacharan Lahiree Mahasaya”

Yogiraj Shyamacharan
Mission

CULTURAL EVENTS
Amphitheatre

TIME EVENT ORGANISER
03:30 pm to 04:00 pm Nukkad Natak Asian Academy of Film and 

Television
04: 00 pm to 05:00 pm Dance Performance Kathak Kendra, Ministry 

of Culture, Government 
of India

07:00 pm to 08:00 pm Kavi Sammelan Rekhta Foundation
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Book Fair Dates 25 February- 5 March

Timings 11 am - 8 pm (Daily)

Special Pavilions

Theme Pavilion Hall No. 5

Children’s Pavilion Hall No. 3

G20 Pavilion Hall No. 4

NEP Pavilion Hall No. 4 FF

Author’s Corners Hall No. 4

International Events Corner Hall No. 4

YUVA Corner Hall No. 4

What is Where at the New Delhi World Book Fair 2023?
Authors’ Corner Hall No. 5

ys[kd eap Hall No. 2

Seminars/Other Events

Seminar Hall Hall No. 4

New Delhi Rights Table Hall No. 3 (Mezzanine)

Cultural Programmes Amphitheatre

Halls

General & Trade, Science & 
Technology, and Social Science 
& Humanities

Hall No. 5 & 4 FF

Hindi and Regional Languages Hall No. 2

Books for Children Hall No. 3
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 ! eme!Presentation:

A Guide to the Visitors
The organizers of the Fair have taken utmost care to ensure various measures to make the 
occasion a truly satisfying experience for the visitors.
Entry ticket: Entry tickets will be available at Gate 
Nos 4, 5 and 10 of Pragati Maidan. (Gate No. 10 is 
located near the Supreme Court/Pragati Maidan Metro 
Station.) Entry for the school children accompanied by 
teacher(s) is free. Entry for senior citizens is free (with 
valid age proof). Entry is also free for the differently 
abled. Entry tickets are priced at Rs. 20 per adult 
and Rs. 10 for children. Tickets are also available at 
select metro stations
Information Centre: Display boards showing the 
details of Exhibition Halls and locations have been 
placed at strategic locations within the fair complex. 
Besides, there are Information Centres set up around 
the fair ground to guide the visitors. Even one can have 
printed information materials from there and can also 
buy the Fair Directory from the Information Centre. 
Fair Directory contains valuable information about all 
the participants and their location in the fair. 
Cultural Programme: The stage will be set at 
Amphitheatre opposite Hall No. 5 for the various 
cultural programmes like folk and classical dance, 
open mics, army and police band performances, 
every evening during the entire duration of the 

Fair. Please check the schedule in ‘Events Today’ 
in this Fair Daily.

Other Facilities

Ambulance: An emergency medical care facility and 
ambulance shall be available near the amphitheatre.
Wheelchair facility is available near Gate No. 4 and 10. 
Keeping in accordance with the Theme of this Fair, the 
Theme Pavilion is designed in a disabled-friendly manner.
Banks & ATMs: The counters of Central Bank of India 
and Canara Bank are available at Pragati Bhawan.
Parking is available at Bhairon Marg. Free shuttles from 
Metro side Gate No. 10 of Pragati Maidan to new Halls.
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