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Sorytelling and Dance-Drama at Book Fair

Around 400 children drawn from various
schoolsacrossthenationd capitd regionjoined
in the feast of stories, and learnt the art of
presenting astory through danceand dramain
thechildren’sactivities hdda GhdibAcademy,
New Delhi. The occasion was a 3-day book
exhibition organized by Nationa Book Trust,
Indiain collaborationwith Delhi Policeat Urs
Mahd inNizamuddin, New Delhi from 17-19
July 2012.

Thechildren' sedtivitiesbegenwithagtorytdling
sessonon 18 uly, thesecond day of theexhibition,
inwhichtwoyoungdorytdlerswertonagorytdling
goree Thisheart-warming sessonwasconducted
by Ms Charu Sethi and Ms Pawan
Guleria. Children too grabbed the
opportunity andstunnedtheaudience
withther enchantingtaes. Over 150
childrenpartidpatedintheevert.

Conducted by Ms Banani
Sarkar, a Bharatnatyam exponent,
theworkshop on"PresantingaStory
through Dance and Drama’ saw
children enacting scenes from
RabindraNath Tagoreé smagterpiece
ThePog Office, origindly writtenin
Bangla Childrenwho participatedin
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the workshop belonged to MCD
Primary Schools, MCD Pratibha
Vidyalaya, Delhi Public School,
Vasundhara, Ghazidbed, The Shri Ram
Schooal, Gurgaon and thoseassociated
with NGOs such as Agha Khan
Foundation, Sekshi etc.

School and collegestudentsfrom
Nizamuddin and nearby areas adso
thronged thebook exhibitioninlarge
numbers.

Thebook exhibitionwasorganized
aspart of community policinginitiativeof the
Delhi Policefor whichit collaborated withthe
Nationa Book Trust. InadditiontotheNBT,
thebook exhibition showcased publicationsof
anumber of reputed publisherssuch asSahitya
Akademi, National Ba Bhawan, Nationa
Council for Promotion of Urdu Language,
Gandhi Peace Foundation, GhaibAkademy,
AghaKhan Foundation etc.

Thebook exhibitonwasinaugurated by Shri
Nirg Kumar, thenew Commissioner of Police,
Ddhi on17 uly inthepresenceof Shri Sandep
Dixit(MP), M A Skandar, Director, NBT and
anumber of senior policeofficers
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Applying The Brain
Nishima Yashpal

Therelived four friendsinasmall village
on the banks of river Vyas. Three of the
friends were experts in different
branches of knowledge. But they lacked
practical wisdom. The fourth friend
however, was not expert in any branch
of knowledge. But he was wise and
intelligent. His name was Suri.

One day, the four friends discussed
among themselves, “Let'sgo to thetown
and earn wealth. No one in this village
appreciates our knowledge and
expertise.”

Having made the decision, the four
friends packed their bags, took some
snacks and left their village.

As they were walking along, one of
the friends said, “What is the use of our
brains if one cannot achieve expertise
in any branch of knowledge. Three of us
are experts in various fields of
knowledge, sowewill easily earn wealth,
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but what about Suri? He does not possess
any knowledge. He will not earn
anything. Infact, hewill beaburdenon
us.”

The second friend said,"Yes! | agree
with you. Let’s ask Suri to return to the
village. This will save us from sharing
our hard-earned wealth with him. The
third friend said,"We al have grown up
together. He may not be an expert in any
branch of knowledge, but heiscertainly
our friend. Let him accompany us. | think
he has right to share our wealth. The
two other friends agreed, rather
unwillingly.

Soon the four friends entered athick
forest. As they walked a little further,
they saw the bones of an animal lying
scattered in front of them! One of the
friends was pleased to see the sight.
“Let’'s put our knowledge to test,” he
said and added, "I know amantrathat can
jointhe scattered bones. | will now chant
the mantra."

Sayingthis, he chanted amantra. And
lo! There was a miracle! All the bones
joined together, each in its place.

And what did the four friends see
before them? A skeleton of a Lion!

Now the second friend said, "I know
amantra that can cover a skeleton with
flesh and skin. Saying this, he chanted a
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mantra. And lo! There was
another miracle!

Veins were formed on the
skeleton and blood began to
flow in them. Soon the skeleton
got covered with flesh and skin!

And the four friends saw a
dead lion before them!

The third friend said, "I
possess the knowledge which
can bring the dead back to life.
If | chant a mantra, this animal
will beaiveinfew minutes. Let
me chant the mantra.

“Don’t be foolish,” said
Suri. "You should not bring a
lion back to life. But the third
friend refused to listen to him.
Pointing to the other two
friends, he said, “Both of them
have tested their mantras. Now
let me also test my knowledge.
| insist on chanting the mantra.”

Suri understood that his

foolish friend would not pay

heed to his advice. He then tried to
convince the other two friends. But they
were adamant: "When the lion comes
back to life, he will not kill us. In fact,
he will thank us."

Suri ran fast and climbed up a tree.
He sat on a branch and watched his
friends from there.

The third friend chanted a mantra.
And lo! There was yet another miracle!
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Thelion cameback tolife! Heroared
and pounced on one of the friends. He
then killed the other two also. In this
way, the three friends lost their lives.

Thelion feasted on the three friends.
When his hunger was satisfied, he
walked away quietly.

Suri climbed down the tree and
quickly ran towards his village.

4/9, Cassia Road, Shipra Suncity
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad (U.P.)
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The Godavari
Al Valliappa

Ganges and is considered one of the
sacred rivers of India because it is
associated with the story of the
Ramayana. Every bend in the river,
every crag and boulder has its tale
to tell of the part it played, however
small, in the great story of king
Rama. Innumerable towns, woods
and villages on its banks claim that
Rama, his brother Lakshamana, and
his wife Sita either passed through
or lived here for atime.

Take Panchavati for example. It
iIsaplace near Nasik. People believe
that this is the same Panchavati
mentioned in Vamiki’s Ramayana
where Ramastayed with Lakshmana
and Sita for a while after leaving

Most of the rivers of the south flow
from west to east. They are born in the
ranges of the Western Ghats and flow
towards the Bay of Bengal. The Kaveri
Is born in the Brahmagiri range of the
Ghats. The Godavari, the longest of the
east-flowing rivers of the south, has its
source spring further north in the Ghats.
Like the Kaveri, the Godavari which is
almost twice its length is born within
sight of the Arabian Sea and flows east
into the Bay of Bengal.

The Godavari is popularly referred
to as Dakshina Ganga or the Southern
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Ayodhaya. It was at this place, they
believe, that Lakshmana cut off the nose
of Surpanakha the sister of King Ravana
of Lanka. She had come to have a
glimpse of Rama, the handsome heir-
apparent of Ayodhya, and had falen in
love with him. The story goes that she
was so bold in her advances that
L akshmana,angered beyond control, cut
off her nose, as punishment.

It washereinthe Godavari that Rama
and Lakshmana are supposed to have
taken their ritual bath on hearing of the
death of their father, king Dasaratha.
Among the Hindus, it is the custom to
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bathe and clean oneself when a close
relative passes away. It was in this same
Godavari near Nasik that Gandhiji took
his ritual bath when he came home from
England and learnt of the death of his
mother.

Just like the Kaveri, the Godavari
goes on collecting tributaries as it flows
along. Thefirstto join it is the Pranahita
which has its source in Maharashtra.
Later, the Indravati and the Sabari
(another name associated with the story
of Rama) join the Godavari. With so
many rivers, large and small, joining it,
the Godavari becomes full four
kilometers wide. The river does not,
however, maintain this width throughout
its course. As it flows to the Eastern
Ghats, in some places it is thin and
narrow. Then, as the Godavari reaches
Rajahmundry it again becomes a broad
and mighty river. The raillway bridge
across the Godavari at Rajahmundry
gives an indication of the tremendous
size of the river here. This bridge said to
be the second largest in the whole of
Indiais made up of 56 spans!

The big sprawling town of
Rajahmundry has a great tradition and
history. It has seen the rise and fall of
distinguished dynasties. Its Pushkaram
Festival which is held once in 12 years
is as famous and collects as big crowd
as the Kumbha mela of Prayag and the
Mahamakham of Kumbakonam. The
temple here on the banks of the Godavari
dedicated to Markandeya and
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Kotilingesvara, an unusual choice of
deities, have aspecial apped to devotees.
Rajahmundry has been the home of a
long line of distinguished poets,
essayists, novelists and dramatists.
Nannaya, famous classical poet of the
11th century and Veeresalingam
Pantulu, the fore-runner of modern
Telugu prose, were born and lived here.
It is still an important centre of literary
activity.

Before we reach Rgjahmundry, we
pass another town associated with Rama
which stands on the banks of the
Godavari. Thisis Bhadrachalam.

Bhadrachalam is even more famous
as the town of Ramdas, the great
devotee of Rama, whose songs are as
well-known all over the country asthose
of Kabir and Meera. The story of
Ramdasisatrue story. Ramdas does not
belong to legend, he belongsto history..
Ramdaswas not hisreal name, hisname
was Gopannaand hewasa Tahsildar.

The story goesthat an old woman of
thistown named Thimmakkadreamt one
night of three idols in a forest on a
hilltop. The dream was so vivid that in
the morning she went to the hill
accompanied by her daughter and,
hacking her way through bushes and
brambles, at last found the idols of
Rama, Sita and Lakshmana exactly
where she had seen them in her dream.
With joy and devotion she cleared the
place as well as she could and put a
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those idols, a great change
seemed to come over him.
He could not take his eyes
away fromtheidolsand his
whole body trembled with
joy that he had never
known before. It seemed to
him that all his life had
| been but ajourney towards
this moment on hilltop.
Gopanna settled down
on the hill and built astone
temple for the idols. As he
worshipped at this little

thatched roof over the idols to protect
them from sun and rain. And every day
the old woman climbed the hill to offer
prayers at the shrine. Soon the people
of thevillage began to talk about her and
her mysterious visits to the hill. What
she was up to, they wondered. When
people asked her what on earth she did
on the hill, she answered that she went
to visit the temple every day- an answer
which only madethem laugh becausethe
wholehill was covered with thick jungle.
How could be a temple there?

Soon the stories about Thimmakka
and her gabbling about the temple
reached the ears of the Tahsildar
Gopanna. He took the old woman’s
stories seriously enough to go up
Thimmakka stemplewhere she had said
it was-- threeidols under athatched roof
built in aclearing in the forest and kept
gpotlessly clean. As Gopanna gazed at
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temple, poetry and song
poured from hislipsand soon the people
of Bhadrachalam were hacking their way
through the forest to see Gopanna and
histemple. Thisnamed him Bhadrachala
Ramdas, a name familiar through the
length and breath of Andhra Pradesh.

Theold village of Bhadrachalam has
now grown into apopular town. Eventhe
hilltop has changed. On the hill now
stand 24 temples with the stone temple
built by Ramdas housing the idols
discovered by Thimmakka right in the
middle of the cluster. To reach these
temples, we have to cross the river
Godavari inamotor boat and go through
forest.

Formerly the water of the Godavari
River was not fully used and much of it
flowed into the sea. There were frequent
faminesin theland. Sir Arthur Cotton, a
British official, suggested that if a dam
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could be built across the river at
Dhavaleshwaram, a cana system could
be planned and river could be prevented.
Thanks to his efforts, in 1845
construction of a masonry dam across
the river was begun. It was completed in
two years. Three large canals were also
dug. Because of these the Godavari
district became one of the most fertile
in the country.

Sir Arthur Cotton is remembered
with the gratitude by the people of south
India. He came to India from England
when he was a mere lad of seventeen.
He was working in the Irrigation
Department. When he saw the old dam
(the Stone Anicut) which the Cholakings
had built across the river Kaveri, he was
very impressed. He repaired and
improved it to provide more irrigation
facilities for the lands on either side of
Kaveri. He was also responsible for the
planning and construction of the other
big dam acrossthe Kaveri whichiscalled
Melanai meaning the Upper Anicut.

It is this same Sir Arhur who was
responsible for the building of a dam
acrosstheKrishnariver near Vijayawada.
He not only built the dam but also
planned a canal system to feed the lakes
and tankswhich were used for irrigation.

The dam across the Godavari at
Dhavaleshwaram has been of great
benefit to the people of that area for the
past 120 years and more. But it is
beginning to show signs of age.

3T 2012 /14

Past Dhavaleshwaram, the Godavari
divides into two rivers. The eastern one
is called Gautami Godavari and the one
flowing thewest, the Vasistha Godavari.
There is also third distributary in the
middle called the Vaishnava Godavari.
These three branches are responsible
for adeltaareabeing formed just before
they flow into the sea. The Gautami
Godavari meets the sea at Yenam; the
Vasishta Godavari at Narsaput and the
VaishanavaGodavari at Nagara.

Delta areas formed where rivers
meet the sea are invariably rich and
fertile. There is great competition for
land in such regions. The Godavari delta
once attracted the Dutch, the French and
the English. All these people settled
here and established business houses
and companies. The areanow known as
Yenam where the Gautami Godavari
meets the sea, dtill bears the marks of
French occupation.

The Godavari is a useful waterway
and there is a lot of boat traffic on it.
Logs are floated down the river to
distant places instead of being taken by
road or in boats. The banks of the

Godavari arerich with teak and bamboo
forests.

( Fromthe NBT Publication, The
Sory of Our Rivers, Part- I1)
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Petra- The Wonderful

Radha Kant Bharati

A young Swiss explorer, John Ludwig
Burckhardt, was making hisway across
the Biblical lands of Jordan in 1812 as
an Arab merchant. As he came to the
mountainous hills of ancient Edom, he
became fascinated by Bedouin stories
of a mysterious ancient city buried in
the heart of a mountain.

The young man could not openly
declare his desire to visit this place,
since this would have blown his cover.
So heannounced that he wished to make
asacrifice at the tomb of Aaron, which
he had heard overlooked the ruined
city. Following his guide along a dry
water course which led through along
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narrow gorge in the mountainside,
Burckhardt was amazed to come upon a
wealth of templesand tombs cut into the
living rock.

Burckhardt had rediscovered the
ancient city of Petra, the location of
which had passed from the western
memory for nearly a thousand years.
Apart from its scientific interest, the
rediscovery of Petra, like the earlier
unearthing of Pompeii, made a deep
impression on the romantic sensibility
of the times.

Petra's visual situation and mixture
of architectural influences
(Mesopotamian, Egyptian, Hellenistic
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and Roman) make Petraquite unlike any
other ancient city. But like most splendid
cities, Petra’s rise depended on trade.
Today, Petra's location, tucked away in
a cliff-surrounded mountain basin,
seems eccentric. In fact, the city lay at
the crossroads of some of the most
important overland trade routes of the
ancient Middle East. Only at Petra was
there a convenient route through the
high mountain ridges over which the
trans-Arabian caravans had to pass to
reach the Red Sea and Mediterranean.
Added to this, Petra had the advantage
of an abundant water supply, in a dry
region.

The ancient Nabateans saw the
possibilities of the Petra site and, by
about 300 BC they started to crave out
acity here. Soon, Petra became a great
trading center and the capital of a
powerful Nabatean Kingdom, which
lasted until AD 106 when Petra was
conquered by the Romans. As a Roman
province, Petra's importance continued
for some time, and its architecture was
strongly influenced by Roman styles.
But its commercia activities gradually
dwindled as the Romans developed
aternative trade routes. By the middle
of the six century the city seemsto have
been deserted. In final disaster, Petra
washit by an earthquake, probably inthe
middle of the eighth century.

Almost nothing remains of the free-
standing building which once occupied
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the centre of Petra. But the many tombs
and temples which were cut into the
surrounding cliff faces survive almost
intact. The most famous and most
beautiful of theseisthe Khasneh, which
stands opposite the inner end of the Siq,
the narrow gorge leading to Petra.

Most probably built in the first
century BC, the Khasneh has a two-
storied fagade. The lower storey islike
a temple entrance, with columns
crowned by atriangular pediment. The
central part isrecessed, leaving ‘ broken’
pediments on their side; in the recessis
a round pavilion or kiosk. Sculptured
decoration completed the monument.
Insidethe Khasnehisacentral sanctuary
12.2 square metres, flanked by two
smaller rooms, presumably for the
residence priests.

The Khasneh was certainly atemple
and may also have been a tomb. Its
Arabic name, meaning Treasure, came
from the Bedouin belief that the
sculpted urn on top of the central
pavilion contained the treasure of a
wealthy Egyptian pharaoh.

The local Bedouin used to fire at the
urnwiththeir gunsinthebopeof breaking
it open and being showered with
treasure. The rea treasure of Petrais,
however, the remains of the city itself.

56, Nagin Lake, Peeragarhi, Delhi
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My Visit To Nainital

Shikhar Bhatnagar

We reached

X

=a o)\l

there around 3 o'
clock in the
afternoon by a
Deluxe Bus.
From the
Bus stop, we
directly went to
our hotel at Mall
Road, where we
freshened up,
took light
refreshment and
started to go out.
| wasvery excited
about sailing on
boat in the

beautiful Naini

lake and also
about theHorse-
Riding. | told my

During the last ten years | have visited
almost every hill station of north India
but my last visit to Nainital had beenvery
eventful and | have time and again told
about this journey to my friends and
relatives. Now | want to share this story
with al of you.

During the summer vacations of my
school when | wasin classsixth, | visited
Nainital with my family comprising my
father, mother and two elder brothers.
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father about this
but my mother and the brothers had
some other plans. My brothers wanted
to shop and my mother wanted to go to
a temple nearby.

Being the youngest, my father
acceded to my wishes.

We started for the Boat Club where
we hired a boat. The boatmen gave us
Life Jackets which we wore over our
shirts. After that the boatmen started to
row the boat. Telling us about the lake
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and the beautiful Nainital, he took us
upto the middle of the lake. On our way,
we saw so many ducks.These ducks
looked very beautiful. | tried to touch
them but they swam past very quickly. |
enjoyed the boating in the lake very
much.

After that | alongwith my brothers
went for the horse- riding. Riding on a
horse was a great experience. Now a
days, horseriding is prohibited around
the lake.

With my both thewisheshaving been
fulfilled, | felt very happy and satisfied.
The weather was getting bad and it was
getting to be dark soon. So my father
decided to take us back to the hotel.

In the hotel, we took dinner early
and retired for the day to be active and
fresh for the next day’s outings.

In the morning, we got up early and
planned to go to “Tiffin Top” whichisa
very high and steep hill on the outskirts
of Nainital. Though horses are also
available, we decided to go on foot as
we all wanted to explore the hills.

After climbing up the hill, | became
so excited that | began to walk ahead of
everyone. Though my parentsrepeatedly
told me to walk along with them, |
walked very fast and left my brothers
far behind. Moving ahead faster and
faster when | negotiated a circular hill, |
saw a group of four men and a woman
standing there. They were wearing their
traditional dress of Pyjama and Kurta
and Shawls. The men had bundlesof dry
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wood on their heads and the woman, a
small child in her lap.

Lost in my own world when | tried
to get past this group of people, a man
among them caught hold of me and
made me smell something and wrapped
ashawl around my body. Now | wasalso
looking as one of them. Under the spell
of that smell, | started to walk aong
with them silently.

Having not been ableto seemeand
fearing that | might have been lost, my
family members got panicky. My
mother started crying, and my father
started running up the hill shouting at
the top of his voice.

He was shouting so loudly that
when he went past me, his voice
resonated into my ears and suddenly |
came back to my senses. My namerung
abell in my head and | understood the
situation | wasin.

| instantly freed my hand from that
man’s grip and ran towards my father
shouting — Papa — Papa .Listening my
voice heimmediately turned around and
looked at me. He understood what these
people were upto. He came running to
me, pushed a man away and took hold
of me.

The kidnappers understood that
their planto kidnap mehad failed. They
threw their woods and ran away in the
jungle. | was saved.

We did not want to follow them as
my father did not want to pursue the
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matter further. Seeing me hale and
hearty, my mother and brothers hugged
me, ruffled my hair and kissed me like
never before.

From the next day onwards, wetried
to cover the rest of the sight seeing
spots quickly as we were left with only
two daysbefore my school wasto reopen
after vacations. Wewent to “ Snow View,
located atop the Sher-ka-danda Ridge
which is easily accessible by cable car.
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On a clear day, it offers spectacular
views of the snowbound
mighty Himalaya, including Nanda
Devi, Trisul, and Nanda Kot. The best
time of the year for a clear view of the
mountains is late October and
November.

Trinity Institute of Professional Sudies
Sector- 9, Dwarka, New Delhi- 110075
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Golden Tree
Prerna Sood

Once upon atime, there lived asage and
hiswife. The wife was avery passionate
woman whereas her husband was akind
and noble sage who was very much
satisfied with whatever he had.

The king of the kingdom was avery
kind person. One day, on hishirthday, he
decided to give donations to the poor.

When the sage’s wife heard about
this, she told her husband to go and take
money from the king. Obeying his wife,
unwillingly, he went to the king to
receive some money. When the sage’s
turn came to receive the donation, the
king took out a bag of gold coins and
tried to give it to the sage who refused.
He told the king that he would only
accept the king's hard-earned money.
The king being a good human, told the
sage to wait for some time.

The king disguised himself into a
common man and went to a blacksmith
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to ask for a job. The
blacksmith told him to heat
the iron bars and hammer
them. The blacksmithtold him
that he would give him ten
copper coins for one day's
work. The king tried to do as
the blacksmith had told him
but as it was for the first time
that he was doing such ajaob,
could not do the work
properly. But still the
blacksmith gave him five
copper coins for half a day's
work. Then the king went to
the sage and gave him the five copper
coins which he had earned.The sage
accepted the coins and went to his wife
and gave her the donation which he had
received from the king. On seeing the
five copper coins, she threw the coins
out of thehousein her garden. The sage
went away to sleep.

Next morning, when they got up his
wife gavealoud cry. Hewent to her and
got the shock of his life. As he looked
out of the window, he saw agolden tree.
They went outside and the sage realized
that the place where hiswife had thrown
the copper coins the previous day, had
grown agolden tree. On being asked by
his wife, he told her that the money
earned through hard work is no less
valuable than gold and silver.

Auckland House School
Jadavpur, Kolkata (W.B.)
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Greatness of the Great
Prabir Kumar Pal

The elephant replied very
humbly, “ God has created usin
many ways. You have no eyes.
Again, he gave me very small
eyes. | cannot see small things
which happen to be near my
feet. | amvery sorry to hurt my
friend.”

So saying the elephant
went near thewounded ant. He
bent down. He fanned the ant
with his big ears. The ant got
back to senses. Then he put

—

An elephant was out for awedding treat.
He was passing through a forest.

Ontheway hetrod on ababy ant who
was playing beneath a brick. The ant
became senseless.

Soon other ants came to know about
this accident. They rushed to the spot.
Then a multitude of other ants united
together. They blocked the path through
which the elephant would return.

The elephant on his return from the
wedding stopped on seeing the ant-hill.
Now the ants complained in one voice,
“Why haveyou trampled over one of our
children?You big animals neglect usfor
being tiny, it seems?’
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the ant on his back using his
trunk. He swore to carry it to its home.

Since then we aways see an ant on
the back of an elephant.

Purbagopal pur Primary School
P.O.- Bhadrapur, P.S- Nalhati
Birbhum (W.B.)
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Black Panther
Arvind Krish
Bala and his |Black Panther
friend, Natargjan,

an Irula
tribesman, were
perched on a
treetop at a
waterhole in the
Parambikulam
reserve forest in
Kerada They werewaitingto sight atiger. That
waswhen Natarajan told him the story of his
first encounter with a black panther in the
Anaimalais, ‘elephant hills', in the Western
Ghats running through Keralaand Tamil Nadu.

Natargjan had been roaming in the
Anaimalaisfor morethan forty yearsand he
knew every bird there, and everything about
it. But the one animal he had never seeninall
those years was the black panther. “It was
my sonwhofirst sighted the magnificent black
beast,” said Natargjan, proudly.

Black Panther tells Natargjan's story
through Veera's voice and Ashok
Rajagopalan’sstunning pastels. Together, they
bring to life a silent, secretive, shy creature
and create in the reader a sense of curiosity,
wonder and not alittlefear.

In Bon Bibi’s Forest

The quiet
villages of
Sunderbans
are terrorized
by a monster
withwild eyes,
sharp teeth,
striped skin
and pointed
nails -
Dokkhin Rai!
Until finally, Bon Bibi, protector of theforests
and peopleask himasimplequestion: Why
doyoudothis?

Theanswer to thisquestioniscentral to
theage-old theme of human-animal harmony
that hasinspired many stories, includingthis
one.

Setinalesser known part of Bengdl, the
lush and mysterious Sundarban, thetextured
narrative and dramatic, detailed illustrations
evoke the distinct culture of the place —the
natural confluence of Hindu and Muslim
mythol ogies, and therhythm and concerns of
everyday life at the edge of aforest.
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