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Gandhiji isRelevant Forever

To mark the Martydom Day of |
Mahatma Gandhi, National Centr
for Children’s Literature, a wing
of NBT organised an interactiv
session for children in its Library
cum-Documentation Centre o
30 January 2015. Shri Anupa
Mishra, noted Gandhian thinke
and editor interacted with the

children. The children who participated in
Shri Anupam Mishra observed that,this interactive session were chosen
“We should not limit our perception by DPS as best readers from their
of Gandhiji to the popular beliefs. If classes. They read out some of their
we follow the path showed by him, it writings and got tips from Shri Mishra
would be the best way to reinforce thefor their creative improvement. They
relevance of Gandhijiin the contemporaryalso visited NBT Bookshop and bought
world.” a number of NBT books to develop
While interacting with the children, réading habit. The programme was
Shri Anupam Mishra emphasizedcoordinated by Shri Pankaj Chaturvedi,
on honesty in every walk of life. He Hindi Editor and Smt. Mithlesh Anant,
felt that while scoring good marks in Librarian cum Documentation Officer

examinations is required for betterof NBT.

result, it is further required to become At the outset, Dr. M A Sikandar,
a good human being. He cited how théDirector, NBT welcomed the guests
founder of the Roorkee Engineeringand participants and briefed them about
College, one of the oldest collegesthe books on and by Gandhiji brought
in the country was also instrumentalout by NBT. He also requested them
in digging a canal for irrigation. to participate in various activities to be
He also gave an example of theorganized in the Children’s Pavilion
innovative approach of Lapodia Schoolduring New Delhi World Book Fair
of Rajasthan in the field of children’s scheduled to be held from 14-22 February
education. 2015 at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi.
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From NBT's Treasure Trove

A Gift from Coyote

Usha lyengar

On the banks of Sanpoil River, whichand eat the fish | catch.”

flows into Columbia River, lived an old Changing the subject Coyote said, “I
man with his wife and granddaughter.want to go up that hill for a walk. | will be
One day, a Coyote wandering camédack soon.” He went up to the hill. There
across the old man’s hut. He saw théne saw several grouses (wild bird) on a
pretty granddaughter at the door andree. He caught five grouses put them in
was struck by her beauty. She was verga bag and came home. He took them out
beautiful. Coyote wanted to marry her.one by one and said, “See! What have |
But he did not know her and her family. brought? If it's alright with you, we can
He decided to stay with them for somehave these for dinner this evening.”
time and then at an appropriate time talk The old man and his wife were
to them about marriage. delighted. They washed the birds and

The old man and his wife welcomedcooked them for dinner. Everyone
Coyote. In a short time Coyote impressecnjoyed and relished the special meal
the old couple with his good mannersthat evening. The old man commented,
The old man and woman thought of
electing him chief of their tribe.
In the meantime, Coyote had
also become familiar with his
surroundings. One day Coyote
pointing down to the river enquired,
“What is down there?”

The old man answered
surprisingly, “That! Don’t you know?
Down there is ariver and | keep
my fishing trap there.”

Coyote innocently asked,
“What do you do with a fish
trap?”

The old man said, “Once ina
while | go down to fish. We cook
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“Meal was good and | enjoyed it.” He Not thinking much on the subject
wanted to have a long talk with Coyotethe old woman said, “You do whatever
but felt it was not the right moment. you think is right. | do not have anything
But the very next moment unable toto say.”
control himself, he asked out of curiosity, = Coyote came back from his walk.
“Do you eat such sumptuous mealThough Coyote was eager to know the
everyday?” old couple’s decision, he kept quiet. The
Coyote laughed to himself andold man was not in any hurry to discuss
replied, “Oh no! Not in particular. | eat the marriage. He went inside the house
all kinds of food. Besides these, | relishand brought out his pipéhookah)
roots and fruits as well as fish.” He thenPutting the pipe in his mouth he said,
hesitated a bit and asked, “If you don't“Wish | had some tobacco, | have not
mind Sir, may | stay here for few more smoked for some time now.”
days? But in case you don’t like my  Coyote at once reached into his
staying here any longer | will go away. | pocket and took out a small pouch of
do not want to annoy you or do anythingtobacco. Handing it over to the old man
against your wish.” he said, “Sir, this is for you. | have no
The old man was surprised to heawuse of it.”
such a remark from Coyote and he asked, The old manwas pleased and impressed
“Do you have some problem, why don’t with Coyote and said, “Coyote while you
you talk to me frankly?” were away we thought and discussed
Coyote replied, “Well! For a long over the matter. You may marry our
time | have been trying to tell you granddaughter. We would be delighted to
something. | like your granddaughterhave you both stay here with us. Of course,
a lot and want to marry her.” Then hewe understand. If you wish to go away that
quickly added, “You need not answer meis also acceptable. In that case you may
right away; you discuss with your wife take our granddaughter with you.”
and let me know. | am going for a walk.” Coyote was pleased to hear this and
Coyote went out of the door. said, “Do not worry; | am not going
The old man asked his wife, “What anywhere. | like it here and will be here
do you think? Coyote is handsome, wellafter my marriage.”
behaved and has good manners. Besides Coyote and the old man’s
we would also be benefitted. Remembegranddaughter were married and they
the dinner this evening? We might be abldived there happily with the old man and
to eat such sumptuous food everyday.” his wife. One day Coyote told his wife.
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‘I am going out for a little while and always eat roasted salmon. After roasting
will be back soon.” He went down to thethe fish, always remember to wrap its
river where the old man kept his fishingbackbone and back side of its head in a
trap. He put some pebbles in the trap antéaf and tuck it high up on a tree to avoid
shaped it like a basket. Now fish couldany kind of destruction of the bones.
easily get into the trap. Coyote called ouHowever, disobeying any of these facts
loudly, “Salmon (Salmon are cold seacan be harmful. You might either die in a
fish which swims up stream to lay eggs)storm or of snakebite. On the other hand,
| would like to see two salmons in thefollowing these rules will be beneficial.
trap tomorrow.” Then Coyote went home.You will always find fish in the river and
The next morning the old man as usuahever will there be a dearth of food.”
went down to the river and was surprised  “There is a purpose to tell you all
to see two salmons in the trap. He ran tehis. Before | die, | want to tell you all
Coyote and told him what he saw in theabout salmon so that you can teach your
trap. Coyote pretended to be surprised anglibe. He who catches the first salmon
said, “Really you must be dreaming.” in his trap will be the chief of the tribe
The old man was excited and saidand the rest will obey him. Remember
“If you don’t believe me come and seealways roast salmon in the first week of
for yourself.” the season. Later on, you may cook the
Coyote went along with the old man. fish the way you wish to. Always store
Seeing fish in the trap he exclaimedthe fish bones safe at a high place to
“My, my! You are right. These are avoid its destruction.”
salmons. Let us take them out of the trap  Besides, Coyote also taught the old
to a flat surface and | will show you howman and his wife the ways of drying
to cook it.” fish, which could be stored for winter.
Taking along things they set out Neighbouring tribes also heard about
to a flat ground, Coyote asked the oldsalmon. The old couple taught other
man to get sunflower leaves and somgeople and tribes the ways to fish, cook
sticks. When the old man came backand dry salmon and to keep the bones
Coyote said, “Now it'll OK. Always safe. To this day the tribe living on the
cook salmon the way | am about toSanpoil Riverbank follows Coyote’s
show you. Never forget these threerules for fishing, cooking and taking care
points—everyday remember to take thesf the bones.
fish out of the trap in the river; do not (From the NBT Publication:
ever use a knife to cut the fish and third, Native American Folk Tales)
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The Jungle Shop

Dr. Hemant Kumar

Little monkey and fatty bear were closehim sweet honey. Whenever any enemy
friends. Both always lived together, anddisturbed them both would fight and
played together. Sometimes monkeypunish them.
climbed on the bear's back and went for  A|| the animals of the jungle liked
rides, at other times bear would catchheir friendship. Only a dirty—minded
monkey's tail. jackal was jealous of their friendship.
Little monkey brought fruits for He always thought of ways of spoiling
the bear daily. In return the bear gaveheir friendship.

Readers’ Club Bulletin February 2015/ 12



One day the little monkey and They also appreciated their planning.
fatty bear were playing near a tall tree All the friends were happy. Fatty bear
Suddenly the monkey told the bear,and little monkey were enjoying their
“Friend, | was thinking of opening a success.

shop.” But the jackal was very upset with all
“Shop? But why?” the bear asked. these happenings. His dirty brain started

“For others—because only we conspiring against them. He thought,
enjoy the taste of sweet honey andlf | destroy the bee hive then they will
delicious fruits. But our other friends not get honey and their shop will not do
don't know about the taste of honeywell.” But he could not think of other
and fruits.We could do this by openingresults.

a fruit and honey shop.” Monkey told One morning when monkey and
him. bear were busy doing business in their

“Wow, good idea! If our shop does shop, the jackal went to the bee hive
good business, we can earn some moneyith a long stick. He started poking
also.” Bear remarked. the stick in the hive. The honey bees

“OK, then we can start it from 9ot angry. Because they were being

tomorrow,” said the monkey. They both disturbed in their home unnecessarily.
ran to make arrangements. So all the honey bees attacked the

Next day they started their shop.jaCkal' They started biting him.

Fatty bear brought the honey and The jackal, shocked and frightened
monkey brought fruits.Monkey With this sudden attack, started crying for
collected some big banyan leaves td1elp and mercy. But his bad time was on.
make pots. A small rabbit came andNo one came for his help and the bees
painted the name of their shop. Thealso showed no mercy.
sweet squirrel started making pots with  Ultimately the jackal had to run for
leaves. his life. He kept on running without
Some birds also came and decoratetpoking back. The monkey and bear
their shop with colourful flowers. The continued with their shop, happily ever
cuckoo bird started singing sweet song&fter.

to attract customers.

. . RS-2/108 Rajya Sampatti Avasiya Parisar
All the animals of the jungle came W Sector-21, |n)éiranagar

to their shop, to congratulate them. Lucknow-226016 (U.P.)
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Diksha and Grandma in Mauritius

Dr. Manorama Biswal Mohapatra

Diksha’s Grand Aunty Damayanti lives great devotee had done a lot to rescue
in Mauritius. She had heard a numbeiGoddess Sita from Ravan’s clutches.
of stories about Mauritius when herHence, people here, specially Hindus,
Damayanti Grand Aunty had come tocelebrate Hanuman Jayanti and Shri
Odisha. Wonderful stories they wereRama Navami with great pomp and
— about animals, about the fairies andceremony. There is Ramayarcentre
angels and their kingdom. Grand Auntyand every year seminars &amayan

is a good friend of Diksha’s Grandma.are held here. Many learned people
They both had studied in Shantiniketanfrom India are invited to speak in these
Grand Aunty had invited Grandma toseminars. Once Disksha’s Grandma
visit Mauritius. That's why Grandma had come here to participate in the
has come here with Diksha. For thesame.

first time Diksha has come to a foreign  Grand Aunty’s daughter Prakriti now
country. called us for lunch. Diksha was very
Mauritius is an island in Indian hungry. She had heard from Grandma
Ocean. It has a small airport. Dikshathat Damayanti Grand Aunty cooks very
and Grandma were the guests ofvell. While in Shantiniketan, Grandma
Damayanti Grand Aunty. One thing thathad learnt many kinds of cooking from
attracted Diksha’s attention is the holyher. Diksha told Grand Aunty, “Oh, the
Tulsi plant in front of Grand Aunty’s food is so tasty. This particular food is
house. There is a small idol of Godavailable in Bhubaneswar, too and we
Hanuman near the plant and an electricall it ‘Pakodi’. Grand Aunty said that
bulb that keeps lightening the place days called ‘Gata Pima’ here almost like
and night. ‘Pakodi’ and this food is very popular

Interestingly the Tulsi plant and the in Mauritius.
idol of Hanuman are seen in the houses After food, Grand Aunty and
of all Hindu families here. People hereGrandma decided to go to the sea beach
have great respect for lord Hanumanfor sometime. The sea was near a hill.
As we all know Hanuman, Lord Rama’s During rains it is very dangerous to go
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into the sea. The wind
blows hard and the
power boats are
badly affected.

Diksha was very

curious to see the
hill. Grand Aunty

told her, “You know
Diksha, there’'s a
very nice folklore
about the hill. After
hearing it you will
let me know what
you learnt from it.”

‘It must be a story

about ghosts,’ " @

Diksha thought.

She had to wait till dinner usually take milk, yogurt (curd) fruits,
was over because Grand Aunty ancetc. Pari Didi is Diksha's cousin. ‘How
Grandma remained busy with cooking.nice it would have been if Pari Didi could
“Grand Aunty can | help you?” Diksha have come here,’ she thought. Pari Didi
asked. She laughed and said, “No thankiay study in Germany when she grows
you. You are so small, but | like your up. Diksha wants to go for higher studies
concern about me. | am proud of you,jn London.

my child”. ‘Grand Aunty is so good.” At dinner time, Diksha was eagerly
Diksha thought. She speaks nice Bangl@aiting to hear the story of that hill from
and English. Once she had come to theigrand Aunty. That hill was surrounded
house at Bhubaneswar with her sonfrom all sides by the sea. What a lovely
Grandma had taken her to many beautifuight! Diksha was really surprised to
places of interest like Konark, Puri, see a hill within the sea? She has seen
Dhauli, Chilka Lake and so on. Khandagiri in Bhubaneswar. She has
Grand Aunty had loved all these also seen the Dhauli hill with a beautiful
places. She is a vegetarian. ‘Pari Didistatue of Lord Buddha looking so grand.
too is the same,’ thought Diksha. TheyThis hill is different. “May be there are
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spirits and ghosts,” she said. “No, notthat this child understood the moral of
at all,” said Grand Aunty. “No ghost is the story. Lord Rama had to go to the
there. It is actually a place where fairiesforest for fourteen years to keep his word
come to dance, sing and play. They comée gave to his father. The innocent cow
only at midnight when the world sleeps,Baula kept her word and surrendered
she added. herself before the tiger even knowing

Grand Aunty told her, Once “Santu the consequence. But the tiger who was
a boy who used to sell milk, fell asleepcruel became kind enough to spare her
below a tree nearby. Suddenly he heartife as she had kept her word. This is a
pearls of laughter. He woke up and sawpopular Odia folklore.
the beautiful fairies all over. When the At night they planned to go to see the
fairies saw him they thought he will tell sharks in the sea and the great water falls.
everyone about them. So they warnediksha will also see how people come
him not to tell anyone about their down with the help of the parachutes.
presence here. Santu was frightened arldiksha enjoyed all the interesting stories
he promised not to tell this to anyone.” Grand Aunty told her. She told Diksha,

“But once he had gone to attend a €re the sea looks dark blue in colour

feast and had taken some opium alonynlike the sea at Puri and there is no
with the food. As a result. he lost hisunder current here. We will have a picnic

mental balance and told everybody" the deep woods in the sea and | shall
about the fairies dancing on the hi”.COOk all your favourite dishes.” Diksha

You know Diksha at once Santu becamd?as very happy and thought how very
a piece of stone—lifeless.” Diksha was"°Ple and good is Damayanti Grand

shocked and asked, “Grand Aunty, did\U"Y-

he suffer a lot? Was it painfu|?" Grand Almost all famous Hindu festivals
Aunty said, “No how can a stone feel@re observed here like Shiva Ratri. Grand
pain or suffering? It teaches a lesson td\unty said, “There’s a lot of similarity
us. Tell me Diksha, what did you learnbétween the two countries.”

from this story.” Soon Diksha began to feel drowsy.

does not keep his promise he gets sucfunty and went to sleep.

punishment.” Grand Aunty was glad and 125 A;’:g:gﬁg;
said, “Good, very good.” She was happy Bhubaneswar-751013 (Odisha)
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The Fun Day
Shekhar Sarkar

It was Saturday. A half—-day holiday of in the kitchen. She knew how impatient
leisure and fun for all. Mr. Mehta had her children were after they returned
returned early from the office at aroundfrom school.

12 noon. He sat reading a magazine “Hello Dad,” greeted Adi as he sat
awaiting the arrival of his children. A down next to Minu. He was eleven,
moment later a yellow coloured schooljyst two years older than his sister, but
bus come up near the gate. Minu angjways a little careless about placing his
Adi clambered out the moment the busy)ag. He was what every parent would
attendant opened the exit door of theall — a scatter bag. His sister called
school bus. The two tired children slowly him ScatterbrainHe invariably scattered
lugged towards their home carrying thegyerything. His room was always in
load of books in their bags. disorder. His dress was in array; his
“Mama,” called out little Minu hair disheveled. For the past two days,
announcing her arrival. The minute theyhowever, he looked different. He was now
stepped across the threshold of theigpick and span, his hair combed; his dress
home, a glow of excitement appearecheat; his shoes polished, and laces tied.

across their chubby face. Minu placed | appeared as if some magic was
her school bag with a sigh of relief on theworking on him.

shelf in her stugly room, and walked up Their father had been watching his
o the washbasin to Wash.h.er hands. S%:%ildren from his chair ever since they
then stepped up to the dining table an
sat down next to her father for lunch. Adi,
her brother plodded in behind; almost
staggering carrying his bag. He too put his
bag in his room and strolled up to wash his: |
hands to the utter surprise of his father.
“I'm famished,” declared Adi
walking up to the dining table. “Mama,
give me something to eat. I'm hungry!”
“Just a moment children,” replied,
their mother. She was preparing lunch
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The two children did not go into
their rooms to play, but were rather doing
something odd. They brought down a few
empty cartons from the attic and began
labelling them with a marker by using
Plastic, Paper, Metal, Rubber, Wood
and Glass. The next moment they were
turning out things from their rooms. Out
came scraps of paper, torn books, empty
plastic bottles, empty cardboard boxes,
old broken lamp and numerous odd things

had returned from the school. He Waghat the children did not need. They sorted

concerned and a wee bit taken abacwe articles in the different labelled carton
for a moment when he noticed his sorP?X€s to the surprise of their parents.
placing his bag carefully in his bookshelf ~ “Something wrong with both of you
rather ‘unusual’. It was for the first children?” their mother asked absolutely
time that he found Adi to be so carefulbewildered.

and neat. Mr. Mehta was both amused “Lost something?”

and bewildered. It was something odd, “Nothing,” Adi replied. “We’re
something different in the behavior of thepledged to our promise. That’s all.” For
children he found in the past few days.a moment she was puzzled what promise
He thought for a moment, ‘Perhaps I'vewere the children talking about?

never noticed this change before. Surely  “What's the promise children?” Mr.

something must be wrong.’ Mehta asked, a bit awry and puzzled.
He did not know there were more  “Oh Dad,” replied Minu. “We’ve
amazing shocks to follow! pledged to keep everything neat from

The two children who used to earlierThursday onwards. We joined the
gobble food impatiently in hunger; sat‘Swacch Bharat programme’as a pledge
down patiently for their mother to serve on Mahatma Gandhiji’s Birthday on 2nd
them. They ate gently like well-behavedOctober to keep ourselves, our rooms,
children; having finished, they took their our house, our locality, our streets, our
plates to the washbasin in the kitchen t@ountry and everything clean. We had a
cleanse them. They then placed the platesonderful time in school today. It was
on the utensil rack to the utter surpriseeal fun with everyone participating. Our
of their mother. Principal announced that there would be
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no classes. We had to do our weekendad no option but to join the children in
cleaning schedule.” the cleaning. Sure enough the children
“Yes Dad,” added Adi. “You can't cleaned out everything that had piled up
imagine the amount of junk we hadn Mr. Mehta’s study room. Out came old
stored up in school. All my class friends€nvelopes, old newspapers, old shoes,
teamed up to clean every nook and cornefNd other odd scrap. Mrs. Mehta knew
Everyone was assigned a different plac&€ inevitable end. She hurried away
to do the cleaning. Even the school staffo voluntarily take out waste from her
joined in the cleaning task. It was gKitchen, her bedroom, the washroom, the
real surprise for the teachers when thejemace and the attic. There was a rusty
cleaned their staff room and found manyceoler and numerous tyres that were
unwanted things stored there. For onc&fown in to the stack of scrap heap. It
everyone was cleaning. Everyone wa¥/@s nearly evening before the family had

astounded to find the amount of wast&ollected a huge pile. It had now to be
we had in school. Our Principal wasdisposed off. Their mother rang up kabadi
absolutely flabbergasted.” wala. He counted out four thousand

“True,” said Minu affirmatively. rupees to the bewilderment of everyone.

“Our school now looks spick and span. Dad now that we have awacch
We collected lots and lots of waste. Oufl®me, let's have somewasthgames
science teacher informed that some oPl2ying outdoor!”
the waste was re-cyclable. We dug a pit  The two lively children picked up their
in one corner of our field and buried allrackets to play badminton in the recently
the bio-degradable waste. We next calleg¢leaned community park that all the
the Kabadiwala (local junk dealer) andresidents along with Municipal authorities
sold off everything that was re-cyclable.had joined in the&SwacchAbhiyan
Can you guess how much we collected? “Don’t forget to bring a family pack
Full Seven Thousand Rupees!” ice-cream today,” Mrs Mehta hollered
Mr. Mehta noticed a glint of cheer out to her husband who joined the
and mischief in the eyes of the childrenchildren in their play. The two children
He was alarmed when they startedvere delighted. The ice-cream was their
looking in the direction of his study bonus as theiswacchun day!
room. ‘What were they up to next? Not |t was worth the effort. Wasn't it ?
his room. No! Oh God! he thought

: A-91
He got up to go to his study before Ashok Vibar Il
the children did something awful. He Delhi-110052
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Our Sisters

Prabir Kumar Pal

Once there lived seven brothers. Theyshe is a burden on us. We shall drive her
had one sister. Two of the brothersaway from us.”

were twins who were similar in On hearing this, the sister left her
appearance. brothers weeping bitterly.

One day all the brothers thought, Byt soon a strange thing happened.
“We are seven, so we are strong anéhe poasting brothers became weak.

powerful. But our sister is algne. She isThey lost their power. They went astray.
weak. She cannot help us in any wayThejr life became meaningless.

The seven brothers began to think
why so happened. Finally, they decided
to call back their sister.

The sister came back. Her name
was ‘E’. The seven brothers became
strong again. Their life became nice
again.

Then the twin brothers who looked
like ‘T’ caught hold of their sister’s hand
and said, “We will love all the sisters
on this earth. Our sisters are not weak.
They are our power. That is why we
could not stand by ourselves in the word
‘STRENGTH".

The other brothers said, “Really, our
sister is like mother to us.”

Purbagopalpur Primary School
P.O.Bhadrapur
Dt. Birbhum
P.S. Nalhati -731237
(WB)
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Book Review

Nature's Gift

A beautifully illustrated book about a
baby elephant who has a desire to fly in
the sky. Hisfriend bayaweaver bird helps
him get wings but when he tries to fly he
fallsdown. Herealizesthat the Nature has
given him the gift of strength and he need
not feel sad about it.

With aBachelor’sDegreein Artsfrom
the Guwahati University, Utpal Talukdar
has been associated with a number of
journals like Asomiya Pratidin, Asomiya
Khabar as an illustrator/cartoonist.

RAHUL, AR

S

THE DREAM

BAT

Rahul and The Dream Bat
Ken Spillman
[lustrated by Suvidha Mistry
National Book Trust, India
% 50.00

Nature's Gift
Utpal Talukdar
National Book Trust, India
3 45.00

Rahul and The Dream Bat

Rahul lovesto play cricket. But, he never
scores runs from his bat. He is always
out for duck. He is let down by his own
poor performance. Anold man helpshim
overcome his shortcomings. With old
man’s blessings, he gains confidence and
starts scoring well.

Ken Spillman haswritten morethan 45
books—morethan half of them for children.
Heisthe author of the popular Jake series
and also created the Daydreamer Dev
adventures.

Suwvidha Mistry isafredanceillustrator
with apassion for al formsof art.
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Diverse Culfures, Dislinct Literature
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