i%’gl

\i‘ll

e

D

-—
m—

T

o
=

-

Vol




v/
Readers Club Bulletin
Ued Hd dolfed

Vol. 18, No. 4, April 2013 a¥ 18, 3i® 4, AU 2013
Editor / sara Contents/<gt
ManasRanjan Mahapatra
AEYE oA q81uA : . :
TS BT TART Sl AW TR ERRT 2

Assistant Editor / Hera® Hurad : :

. e U afeieR g=rem 4
DwijendraKumar e
fgoi= AR S g drar St T 10
Deepak Kumar Gupta The Mouse and The Buffalo Usha lyengar 14
uh HAR I Above the Clouds Anvita Abbi 16
Production/ Seare Tarzan Choisang Tamang 19
Narender Kumar
T‘ﬁ? HAT The Princess and the Swans  Anju Minz 20
Printed and published by Mr. Satish Kumar, | Hegel @I ¥d AT QRN 22
Joint Director (Production), National Book i
Trust, India, NehruBhawan 5, Ingtitutional Area, | P! TS £l SISEEEENN 23
Phgsell,Va&antKunJ,New Delhi-110070 Die for Metal Saheeb Ansari 24
Printed at Pushpak Press Pvt. Ltd. 203-204,
DSIDC Shed, Ph-1 Okhlalnd. Area, New Delhi.
Typeset at Nath Graphics, 1/21, Sarvapriya Cover Art: Sikkim's Royal Palace )
Vihar. New Delhi. Illustrators: Dharna Subba & Zongmit Lepcha

Editorial Address / GUTG®II gdT

National Centrefor Children’s Literature, National Book Trust, India, Nehru Bhawan 5, Institutional Area,
Phase- |1, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-110070

T T AR b, TS g ¥, AT, TE® WA, 5 YA URAT, BE—||, HT o, TS fIeeli—110 070
E-Mail (=5 ) : nbtindia@ndb.vsnl.net.in

Per Copy / v& ufi Rs. 5.00 Annual subscription / arf§e wmeat : Rs. 50.00

Please send your subscription in favour of National Book Trust, I ndia.

HUAT YA AU §F G¥C, AT B FH 9o |

ThisBulletinismeant for free distribution to Readers' Clubsassociated with National Centrefor Children’s
Literature.

YT gAfed T 91 e B F IS UeS w4l 1 Nyed fAaRka far s



fdga gxas IR didRige feaw

©f tgd HifiRise feaw
L TR S B | )
oo g1 drgifaa g9
fGT9 o7 I]SW Uo7 W@ YIRE B
Nearfed &A1 U9 difgd |qugr &)
BUREC & ENRI GY&T YSH Yl 2 |
favs qwe @ @rdREe fdad o
1995 ¥ Ufd 98 F9RIT AT 2| SRR,
23 J9d &1 fgsg &1 J3F A
aifsfeas sRaal & =1 a1 gua fafy
7sd ¥ 39 wnfya 2 faqua )
wRafae, ARE gal, g=b1 miiaral
3 AT 47, BTogY fodawd dedqd,
iUa AfeT Jelell, TEMR AR,
ST der fafeaw deitRR | R
favg & ved & W= Ud yiARd
PR T G W IS Id ARGID

Jraral w1 §ATd FAHAT TG
TRl @ af R g@ w3
¥ e IRFA oW B I ARG
AT AT 43 W Id YSE IR D
5% |/ B

R fiww & f&d@ 6 W 91 faw
I&d o Eiftd $1 b I |
! Uit a¥ fave qws faqw @ s/aeR
W ATNIEIT JHEE G064, ARG
J&id sl HY T RIS |64 Ud
WO & AW W9 & glafiEl &
TF UYH 900 $I JRNGH HRA 2 |

T favd qwad JIoEm SR
BT YR WA & | TGN BT AR U1
FIHIE 23 3, 2013 ¥ 22 31U, 2014 T
fies gws w9 RBAT| IR B
Toer weR faee! & g9 2003
favd g&ie eEl BN @1 IRG g
g oI |

As part of the NBT-Sikkim Book Fair
(15-20 March 2013) organised in
collaborationwith SikkimAkademi, a3-day
Festival of Reading was held at Hotel
Rendezvous, Gangtok from 18-20 March
2013. The Festival included a Children’s
Cretive Writing and Illustration Workshop,
aPoets Mest, several Storytelling Sessons
and a Panel Discussion on Children’'s
Literature.

Festival of Reading at Gangtok

The Festival was inaugurated by
Mrs. KuntaPradhan, eminent socid activist
and President, Centre for Peoples’
Empowerment and Develop-ment.
Dr. Kabita Lama, Ms. Ruchi Singh and
Mrs. Sangmu Lepcha acted as resource
personsfor theworkshop.

This issue carries a few writings
devel oped intheworkshop together witha
few folktalespopular acrosstheworld.
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A Native American Folktale

The Mouse and The Buffalo
Usha lyengar

Illustration: Bagmi Raghav

M ouse wanted to storefood before winter
set in. One morning, with the sunrise he
came out of his hole. He saw a Buffalo
grazing not far from hishole. As amatter
of fact, he knew that soon a herd of
buffaloes would follow this one buffalo
and the entire field will be grazed. Poor
Mouse would become an easy prey of
some big bird or wild animal. One way
or the other, Mouse had to get rid of this
Buffalo. Hewent to Buffaloand saidin a
squeaky voice, “Mr Buffalo! Are you
ready to fight with me?’

Buffalo saw the Mouse but did not
reply. Hekept grazing. Mouse challenged
him again, “Well! Are you ready to fight
with me?’ Buffalo responded, “ My friend!
Bequiet. | don't intend to fight with you.
| can crush you with my hoof.”

Mouse proudly said, “You cannot
harm me. You can only talk and nothing
more.” By now Buffalo was very angry.
He shot back, “Listen my friend Mouse,
be quiet. Don't disturb me or annoy me.”

Mouseretorted boldly, “ Let’sseeyour
capability.” Buffalo fumed with anger and
charged at Mouse. He fiercely trampled
the grassaround him. When he cooled off,
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he looked around for Mouse, but did not
find him anywhere. Buffalo sighed and
said, “I had warned him that | will crush
him and finish him off. He thinks too
much of himself.”

Just then Buffalo felt adlight painin
his right ear. He twitched his ear and
jerked his head from side to side and ran
around. Mouse kept nibbling and
scratching Buffalo’s ear from inside.
Buffalo suddenly stood still. At once
Mouse cameout of hisear and said, “Now,
do you accept my strength?’

Buffaloretortedin anger, ”Never. You
are a miniscule, a small mouse”. He
rushed towards Mouse and one again
trampled the grass. Not finding Mouse he
thought him to be dead. Suddenly he felt
pain in his left ear, the pain was
unbearable. Moaning, he fell on to the
ground and was dead. M ouse jumped out
of the Buffalo’s ear and stood on the
Buffalo and shouted, “| killed the Buffalo
and | am the Chief.” He was very happy.
He looked around proudly but there was
no oneto see him. He cried out in aloud
voice, “Please, somebody get me aknife.
| haveto carve my hunt into small pieces.”
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Nearby a fox was
looking for something to
eat. Mouse' s scream a erted
her. She ran and hid behind
abush. Then out of curiosity
she went in the direction of
thevoice. Shestood onabig
boulder and looked around,
but couldn’'t see anything.
As she turned to go back,
she heard the same voice,
“Bring aknife, quick.”

Fox ran towards the
Buffalo. There she saw a
mouse standing on the
Buffalo. Seeing the Fox,
Mouse enquired, “Can you carve this
Buffalo meat into small pieces? In
exchange | will give you some meat
pieces.”

Fox salivated seeing and hearing
‘meat’ and was ready to do the work. She
right away started to carve the meat into
small pieces. Mouse was around
supervising Fox. When thework was over,
Mouse gave Fox abig piece of meat. Fox
ate the meat hungrily and then she said,
“Sir, | am still hungry, May | have another
piece?’

Mouse replied, “You are a glutton as
well as greedy. | did give you a large
piece.” He handed her another piece of
meat and said, “Here you can have this
one.” Fox relished the second piece of
meat and then said, “My small cubs have
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not eaten for few days, they are hungry.”

Mouse gave Fox all four legs of
Buffalo and said, “Alright, take these
legs, it should be sufficient for them.”
Fox was satisfied and thanked Mouse.
Then shehesitatingly said, “My husband
has not eaten for few days. Heishungry.
It would be nice to get some meat for
him.”

Mouse was disgusted with Fox’'s
demands. He muttered to himself and
reluctantly gave Buffalo’'s head to Fox.
Fox lunged towards Mouse to grab the
head. Mouse out of fear ran for shelter
and hid in his hole. Fox got the entire
Buffalo for herself and she relished it
thoroughly.

(From the NBT Publication
‘Native American Folktales')

April 2013/ 15



A Folktale from India

Above the Clouds

Anvita Abbi
Illustration: Partha Sengupta

In ancient timesthere lived a man named
Phertajido. It is believed by the
Andamanese that Phertgjido wasthefirst
man who lived on the Andaman Islands.
In Andamanese language Phertajido
means ‘born out of bamboo’. So, it was
generally believed that Phertajido
originated from the hollow of a bamboo.
He roamed here and there in search of
food for survival and lived alone. He spent
most of histime making bowsand arrows.
One day, Phertgjido shot hisarrows here,
thereand in all directions. Next morning,
he went to search for the shot arrows.

While searching for the arrows, he
found one in a spring and drank water
from it. This is how he discovered the
source of water.

As he searched for other arrows, he
found one hidden in the roots of a potato
plant. This is how he discovered the
potato and took some with him. He
continued hissearch and found oneinthe
heap of incense or dhoop. So, he took a
bit of the dhoop along with him.
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Phertagjido went further to look for more
of the shot arrows, this time he found a
very fine soil of Kot. He took some of
this also.

Out of the soil, he made pots. He kept
them for drying. When the pots were dry
they became hard. Then he placed some
potatoes in the pot and boiled them on
fire. He enjoyed the meal of boiled
potatoes. While eating potatoes, an idea
struck him. Why not carve a sculpture
from the remaining Kot!




He wasted no time and in afew days
made ahuman like dummy out of the Kot
soil. Phertagjido placed this dummy on a
raised platform and burnt somefire under
it so as to dry it well. Thereafter, he
resumed his bow making.

Every now and then he would look at
the dummy on the platform while engaged
in making bows and arrows. He ensured
that the Kot did not fall down. He was
immensely satisfied with his work.
Occasionaly, he would get up put some
more wood into the fire and resume with
bow peeling job. After some time, he
looked back again.
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Surprise! Surprise! The platform
shook as the female figure of Kot turned
her side. Phertgjido wasoverwhelmed. He
stood up again to kindle the fire and
complete the job of drying the figure.
Tired of making bows, he decided to go
to the jungle for hunting. He left the Kot
on the platform for it to be dried
completely. He found game and
proceeded home with it.

As he approached home, he glanced
at the platform from a distance. The
platform was empty! Hewas shocked and
felt dejected.

Putting down the hunt, he sighed,
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“Wheredid Kot disappear?’ Gripped with
a sad feeling he sat down with a heavy
heart. He wondered asto where she could
disappear. Lady Kot wasinside the house
but Phertgjido was oblivious of the fact.
Kot saw Phertgjido from inside the house
and started laughing.

Shelaughed and laughed until she got
tired of it. Surprised at the sound,
Phertajido looked back. He saw Kot
sitting inside the house laughing merrily.

Phertgjido ran to her. He embraced
Kot and started crying out of sheer joy.
After that, both of them started living
together as husband and wife. They had
many children. Their children married
among themselves and thus their clan
increased by leaps and bounds.

Phertajido once asked his wife Kot
to make a rope. He went to bring a
pharako or creeper found in the jungle
which was good for making ropes. He
asked his wife to pedl the creeper and
make a rope of it. His wife followed his
advice and made avery long rope. It was
solongthat it coiled in the shape of aheap.

Phertajido tied a stone at the head of
therope. He swirled and swirled the rope
severa times and finally threw it up in
the sky. As he pulled back the rope, he
found that it was entangled somewhere
and would not come down.

Phertagjido twisted the rope to make
it harder. Theropetightened and stiffened.
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He tugged at it, but the rope would not
move. He knew that the rope was stuck
somewhere. He went to call Kot. He said
to her, “I will go up above the clouds to
seetheplaceaboveus. | will find out how
the place looks like. | will go there
tomorrow.” Next day he climbed up above
the clouds. He reached the place and was
surprised to find many people like
himself. Phertajido came back to theearth
and told his wife about this. He told her
that the place above them was nice and
there were many people like the
Andamanese over there. He suggested
that both of them should go there. Kot
did not like his suggestion. She said,
“How canweleave our children’splace?’
Phertagjido said, “We will inform our
children and then go.”

He gathered al the members of his
family at one place. Phertgjido tried to
convince them. He said, “My dear
children, please keep silence for awhile.
Your father and mother are speaking to
you. We have decided to leave this earth.
We will go up above the clouds. You
should live your life well here. Our time
isover. Now we depart.”

Thus saying, they went up above the
clouds through the rope. Once they
reached the top, they cut the rope from
above.

(From the NBT publication
‘An Ancient Tale from Andaman’)
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Tarzan
Choisang Tamang

Oncethere lived agirl named Poojawith
grandmother, grandfather and her father.
She had lost her mother at the age of
fourteen.

One day Pooja and her friends went
to attend a camp in the forest which was
to last for a week. After two hours they
werein the denseforest, and feeling very
hungry. So they decided to eat something.
It wasvery dark and they had becomevery
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tired after thelong
journey. So, they
decided to go to
sleep. They
erected the tent
and went to sleep.
But suddenly,
they heard a
strange voice.

Everybody
got curious to
know what it was.
The grass had
begun to move.
They thought that
it was due to wind that was blowing
heavily and so went to sleep again. But,
after awhile, they again heard the same
sound. This time they got frightened.
Suddenly a big tiger appeared from no
where.

Pooja and her friends began to run.
They ran as fast as they could. While
others could manage to move to safer
places, Poojawas chased by thetiger. As
the tiger was very close to her and was
about to pounce on her, all of asudden a
boy came charging on the rope and saved
the girl’s life. The boy told her that his
name was Tarzan.
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The Princess and the Swans
Anju Minz

Long, long ago there was a kingdom in
the South Asiawhere lived many people.
But the King and the Queen were not
happy. It was because the King wanted a
daughter in his family; instead they had
two sons. A few years passed and the
gueen gave birth to a beautiful daughter.
The king was elated. But his happiness
did not last long asthe queen passed away
soon after.

The king thought that the new-born
baby desperately needs a caring mother
and so he decided to marry awidow who
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had two daughters born of her first
marriage. Thislady was not kind-hearted.
She also used to practice black magic
about which the king had no information.

One day when the two brothers and
the princess were playing in the garden,
the step mother saw them and said to
hersalf, ‘if | would change these children
into swans, then the king will love my
daughters only. That night when they
werein thedining room, the queen mixed
some powder in the food the children
were supposed to eat. As she was about
to feed them with her
own hand, it dlipped
out of her hand and
fell on the floor. She
however made the
brothers eat the food.
The brothers obliged
by eating alittle only.

When the
brothers fell asleep,
their hands suddenly
changed into the
swan-wings. In the
morning when
brothers awoke from
their sleep, they had
lost their hands;
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instead they had developed wings. The
two brothers thought that since they had
turned into swans, they should better not
stay there. But the eldest brother thought
that they must meet their sister beforethey
departed.

The brothers went to their sister. The
eldest brother told the sister that she had
to take care of the kingdom aswell asthe
family. “No, | may not be able to manage
this vast kingdom alone, | will go with
you al,” said their sister. But when her
brothers told her to be there only, she
decided to look into the circumstances
under which her dear brothers had
changed into swans. The young sister
soon realized that this must be the
handiwork of her step mother. She had
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seen her mixing something in the food.

Theyoung sister immediately rushed
to the king and told her everything. The
king immediately called the court priest
and sought to know the truth from him.
The court priest announced that the new
gueen practices black magic.

The king summoned his wife to the
court and ordered her to turn the swans
into children once again or else he would
get her killed. The queen, who was by
then repenting for what she had done as
her daughters loved their step-brothers,
wielded her magic wand.

The swans came into their origina
form and thus everyone was happy once

again.
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Die for Metal
Saheeb Ansari

They can't stop but let them try
For heavy metal we will die

Quit my job this morning
Sat forever, | would hold
My head up high

| need metal in my life

Just like an eagle needs to fly

So | walked outside
the street

From there | hear
thunder and scream
And in that scary moment

| had words

To say afew

And | said:

“Hold your head up high

We should look up in the sky, for metal
Out of the hell! Out of the hell!

They can't stop but let them try
For heavy metal we will die.
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Book Review

Thisisan unusual talewhichisactually a
creation story which explains how the
Mongoose and Snake became enemies.

Ramendra Kumar is an award winning
Indian writer for children with 15 books
in English. Ramendra s works have been
trandated into several Indian and foreign
languages.

A Tale of Tails
Ramendra Kumar
National Book Trust, India
Rs. 45/-

Ambili was just four days old when it
begantorain heavily. Cold dropsof water
fell sharply on her and water flowed down
her cheeks. She hid herself under her
mother’s tummy. An elephant baby and
scared of the rains! Read all about how
she learnt to love the rain.

Anita Vachharjani enjoys writing
children’s books and reading them too.

Ambili
Anita Vachhar g ani
Pratham Books
Rs. 35/-
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