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faedl amg = / Mail Bag

| have gone through April issue of your
Bulletin and found it very charming. The
Himachal folk stories were great to read
and the pictures in Kangra style of
painting, a delight to see. Altogether, a
fantastic issue. | liked all the stories of
the Bulletin.

| hope more such issues are brought
out by you.

Awi Raj

Sharda University

Greater Noida

(Uttar Pradesh)

fEATeeT UoeT & g WR TR I8 3
BT © W T b BROT H A
2 Uqer SRT W AT | 3G
& T| UIeH WA goife] & 39 3 H
foraee & a9l W F=di gRT (IR {6y 79
frIich=T 9gd & AHIed © | ST ol -Tal
ued Ha goifed & S 3id # g fEArae
TCT T A RGBT B IR H ST BT
At |

B AT Bl & (b TS 74 el
U AT 3FAR Rl T |

varsld e

T T 78 facel!

fAreet Uaer & S & uiferan QRifedi &
el I REIHDT A AT Ul Hel

gelfcd, et 2012 3 UGl |

Readers’ Club Bulletin

AARSTh AAlhamerall ¥ Fafoord
3 H YBIRIT PHEF Ui A 4TS’ Bl
FRATAR LT Sifa & forg s & |

AT A W T BY H AR B
qTe], STeT—3TelT WIRTIT ¥ gRYoT g
WAl =T U JMRA Thel & AHerdl
e @l |

gfe g1 A1 TR Tl BT TrRIBdhdr
< W TR T P R AT H A%
AR |

a9y &<
GIT Hear =forgH, ST

FIZIITT (STVTS)

UTS®H Ha gelfcd Uf3hT &1 A 2012
B b U< I | 3H b DI Al
FHEMI, BN T GAG 35 | IAMIA
T TGRS & b 9f¥er d dredl &
g3 Al YHIRE T | 89 A
STe—Td 9o &, d9—dd arad B <
SN & | T 9S 9T AR &
3T B BIC ARIBRI &I Blg FBHIT
2l X8 TS §7 B 3N UIHT AR ©
b AR ATRI BT AT I ThR BART
AT g3V | § f¥ar 1 g
& 9IG Fedi Bl Ug @ oy <l g |

gl gwrg qgf 3T’
SFETET—T T HIT ST 4T FAT
’/OM/HG?—’/)M/G//W/\’ 273480

TINEYY (G 7))

May 2012/ 1



el g A Bl
RIAN W qd B <@
SRNIEACI S IR I O
THpeH 9 few™
S| SHH BIH dTel
R E o CEsea kst Ml
TGP fAFhT 7 GaRTHR
PE— "3idpet! J fawple
FE TAR JTH Bl
THE 7 TG |

el | QT BB Tl
BT | 89 SO 98d X
=l

"R Y fawpe i
g W@ B wfdy A
Rrgmar yde o |

J G B T |
Bl & | arorel I o
ST aTell 39 & SR
g1 Sl Nl B 9

SpeT & AT § doy FAe F gy ST P WG B Hord T D |
gel [RY ) ST ST P [T I8 b AT, o I8 <dq | S B
7a/ TS Il B ol & 3R I8 wel

g 2012 / 2 o T 9



g1 g, gedl ST o el g | uE I
Ps e B M B e B ST
qreil 3 AT B TE—1 ISl Y&l
2] S 9 P dl § fh O A
3T &1 g5 B

“3ihel, SR I 9 BT, AT R
BT ol -1 UBT |

A gdl R OEART SIAT 3TEWd
BIAT | e AT © b i & garer 9

IR MHIR o Beled Y=el TR 70T
RT &G & fe&ar| g8 /el veT ey
ged gUdd g g U AR U
3Pl IR—AR I B A0 Fey H
T WX @ IR <@ | I SD
T R G B g3 3old @l o |

“3ihT? T 9gA UM dTell a1
g7 oligl AEd aRa 9] 7 YBT |

"Bl 3R I8 fhv | el &l T@ar

B U S 2| g @ AT I EAR
IRR & fAerT B 21 3R fohelt
Ui 7 MEH Bl &id THI dPb IR
H 31 A1 <@ {6 a8 Uiell IS S |
ORI AT Sleal @ Wl SO, STeH!
4 |E Y 91 AR S|

“IME” gF b UHTe H g o
2" fdaml 9 W ¥ | B <@ d
gU el |

“gl'l T AT ANT 3STdhel AR—ol
P Ifdd BT ST PR B | o9
3AReT # ¥ a9 S a1 g B
SUART 3R §¢ ST | 9 9 W 9
AR—FHoll hgl T AR gl W
ol |

3FATI T BT el TS o |
g0 IRg Io— “Ifdhd, AT Bl T B
TP 5 Hurfer |

“HERIST T, B VA JWR W
U P FITARR IGT AT |

Readers’ Club Bulletin

GBS A o |

“HEl B I D AR A T 9
T 2 W g | v ¥ %@ e
S o e |

“TEl, g8 dI H Ul & b X
forar o | &7 S| uRf & F1! dTeEx
3 g & | TR I BT 89 U+ A-dTe!
foom % &1 o o7 ur %@ EY

“Ar ® EF IfARg H B ead
EA?" IS A HET |

“fheTeTet dT VAT &1 o IdT 2 | 3M9Q
gH fdRe & el W WrT 3 § e
a1 UBl B dF Bl Jo@rByU Y
BT B |

‘A9 AT S FAIET H B Y EH
ANT? R BH I8l Ugd DY 3Hbelr”
T ¥ gor |

“ggl a1 H 8 |§HSl U7 J@ g
ae BT FRRT B BT TN B
gU %R - 6T |

May 2012/ 3



AY Iod THeH U 8 Q| T el
39 R W T HRA? Iv T b
IR UHHR el {E 7 HR U dl
A, 3 I W d 99 ge—gean
A ST | 4 ITIE EERIEC 9|
RGP PR <d [ T UTHER
9 HEl—

“BHRT I fbAT Srerd wfdd gIRT
G ST eT & | 89 S a1 3R R
RE €1 I & I§ ANl UsaSl 9l
ofdd & PRI 8g © | g (T wrfdd
T 9 e | e § o form g

“gg 1 Ag faulRy o W fAd
7 el |

“qg wfad 9ol I B Wbl ©
3fdHeA?” S 7 e |

“gg efdd fhel oTerd, el I
GRS B G e RO I B |
Abl | Sl 91 Bl B (B waeid
TR P HEA! B b oy AR
g1 =8y |

IS @R B A GAd 8
TP & & fory geal & UER Sa &
TV | S o b 7 IR & 39 faufy
H B Y | T8 AU TR AR FH—TTIT
BT AT 3 & | olfh I8 9T 39
TRE I 1Al I {O & B dTelr o |
T I JeT o b S f |9+ 21y,
SHBT GhIaeT F8Igel A fbar S |

w2012 / 4

IAH IF b Abd hel § WA
gcd S| oRTT 3R “fog fug”
S & AT {Y Abd M |

“dr &9 S9 vfdd & U Ugd @
g O 8 3l ok Wiw & 'l
YBER 3fdhel ° Bl |

“OR Y [ ?" M9l H AR |

“SAHT IR H T Ao g

AR UBIR 7 9 Adbdl & I
I P R QY|

ddd Jg 3 & U— “3MY 3T
IR H 918y & M9 B9 27, HeT |
AT B, T &F H I BT AURT
I W1 §7, M7 ¥F & a1 e

HAhdl DI ISTH—HTT H WHIR
4 SR QAT B € R H 9 diel—
Y Had bl Ug b & | BB B eron
H e 8 S b 98 Ug pe—r
27"

A B B TN I8 R SR
qret 87"

“gl, 3P I U B o © |

39 gTdi & A9 ¥ 18T AT U

BT G B TI=r o, d8) 39 91
®I 3meiepr A off {6 Hef a fhell =
fqufcr % 7 w9 99| 99 U H Al
g he PR forar T o1 |1 B
J Uh R R WHEE IR SEH!
91 Arer =ifad 81 S|

UIed Hd gelfed



“EH T TE P IR O B B
9g <@ A 8T WA Ug | NI
I SER B ST T B WHIR A
BET |

gedi - IgHal H HIA U8 Bl
<@ | ATl T P THbAT gl I8 T8
ST H § TRE—RE b U ST
S| AfPT TR I &V TRE—RE
EARCINEINK ST IR

SR G 1 B2 s 1 ol ro B P
ee uga @1 o1, S B A&
HDHd o T | UHER el I
HDbdl BT IR o1 & ARI—ART A
P W WE ¥ R A H era
| ITb TG IR HH I B

Readers’ Club Bulletin

ST W W o
f& o I= @I
HIATA TE UX
SART B TARY
PR B Bl S
ARG 39 IR H
foder Y am w®
o |

MR e
o TiRar «
S 9T BT
P} B A, W
TGP bl s
H Ug aed T8l
8T o f& a8
RO YO | S/ G I IATDT YR
TE IR X forar o f& H7a1 U8
R IR BT WA S & aF d
DT BT BT, {8 Favel B,
g AN FEAYel F9ER @, gaferg
314 guA I8l I & SId BT
AP SfIRET Pls IRT WY T o7 |

(F7eT & GgeT gv g7 & Er
FIT &IT 87 RIT T T8 P T
GIHvIY 3V g2 & Vel 37T RITEN
PN GI3T 37Tt 3F )

102, F97 13815, Gl FaTIv
ToTEIE (377 7%97)

May 2012/ 5



Bend in the Tail of Dog

Ruchi Singh

Once upon atime, in the state of Malta
in Nepal a cobbler lived in the village
Salyan. He was very lazy. He thought,
by fortuneif | get amagical lamp and |
am able to bring out a Gini by rubbing
it, I would ask the Gini to do all the
work and | would be sleepingin leisure.

g 2012 / 6

Very near to the hut of the cobbler
therewas a big building wherein lived a
magician. The magician used to do all
his works through magic. The cobbler
knew this. One day he reached to the
magician. The cobbler Jhankhe told the
magician, “ You aremy neighbour, please
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give mealamp so that | can bring aGini
out of it and thus become a prosperous
man.” The magician told him that he
could give him a Gini but he would not
be able to handle it. "Actually the Gini
will obey you only if you are having
ample work..." The cobbler requested
him, “You don’t worry about this. Please
givemeGini. | will give him so much of
work that he will always be fed up with
work.”

The magician gave alamp to the
cobbler and told him that the Gini was
inside it. The cobbler came home with
the lamp and rubbed the lamp to bring
out the Gini; the Gini came out. The
cobbler began to give him work; first of
al hetold him to build a beautiful home
in place of the hut, and then asked Gini

N
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to bring beautiful clothes for him; to
fix a beautiful bed so that he can sleep
upon it comfortably, provide ornaments
studded with diamonds and pearls,
severa servants and best food. He dared
the Gini to cut the jungle and grow a
beautiful gardeninitsplace. The cobbler
asked for magic carpets and toured
whole of world on it and came back
home.

He demanded the Gini to arrangefor
elephants and horses. Now the cobbler
wasthe happiest man on the planet earth.

The Gini asked for more work and
the cobbler asked him to produce a
beautiful girl as his wife.

The Gini arranged the same and the
cobbler married the girl.

Now the cobbler was worried what
work may begiventotheGini. He prayed
to Lord about his problem and all of a
sudden hefound asolution. He asked the
Gini to straight the bended tail of the
dog sitting beside him. The Gini did it
once but again it bended. He tried it
several times. Ultimately the Gini
conceded defeat but the cobbler did not
leave him and till today the Gini istrying
to straight the bended tail of the dog.

Janakpuri, New Delhi
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The Blue Mongter

Manoj Das

l! i Wl 'Hfi'm

!Il'rf

A lush forest on their river Ganga, was
the home of alarge pack of foxes. The
forest offered varieties of fruits as well
as edible, smaller creatures to keep its
fox population jolly and busy. But
Chandarava, a new-fangled young fox,
had devel oped agreat fancy for domestic
fowls. Every now and then, he would
sneak into the nearby village in search
of his favourite food.
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His friends warned him several
times, saying, “Don’t be too
adventurous. There is plenty for us in
the forest. Haven't our wise forefathers
said that an empty stomach was
preferable to a well-fed-back with
blows?’

“My back isfoxy enough to give the
slip to the smartest of sticks,”
Chandarava bragged about, and he
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derided his well-wishers for their
chicken-heartedness.

The village washer man had a brood
of excellent fowls and for a long time.
Chandarva kept a greedy eye on them.
One evening, determined to grab one of
them before they had been led into their
roost, he watched carefully from his
lookout in abush. What he did not know
was that the washer man too had kept an
equally alert vigil on his brood.
Chandaravawas about to achieve hisend
when the washer man spied him prowling
around and gave him a furious chase.
Chandarava ran for hislife and in great
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panic, jJumped into thewasher man'svat,
full to the brim with indigo dye.

He managed to drag himself out after
some struggle, but when his eyesfell on
his own limbs, he felt that it would be
better for him to die than to move about
dyed in pure blue!

Hehid in abush for the night. When
it was dawn, he climbed arock in order
to see if there was a ditch nearby where
he could live without being seen by his
fellow-creatures, till he had hit upon a
way to reasonably comfortable death.

Just then an el ephant was passing by.
He goggled in amazement at the sight
of a strange creature standing on the
rock, all blue, glittering in golden
sunlight.

“Wonderful things have begun to
happen in our forest,” he mumbled as
he ran to inform the other patricians of
the forest- thetigers and the lions- about
his exciting discovery.

The elephant’sflight amused that blue
fox tremendously. He waited to see what
would happen next.

Very soon all the leading animals
gathered at the foot of the rock and their
leader, an aged lion, asked with
profound humility, “O queer blue being,
who art thou and where from doest thou
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come? Our forefathers knew alot. They
even exchanged ideas with the elite of
several faraway forests. But all the
knowledge they have left for us tells
nothing about existence of a creature
like thee. Thou alone can enlighten us
about thyself.”

Chandaravaimmediately grasped the
situation. He did not fail to see the great
promise that lay hidden in that moment.
He assumed an awful look and fixed his
gaze on the audience below and said,
“How do you expect your forefathers to
have known anything about me? Do you
take me to be one belonging to this
wretched little world of yours? Don’t
you see | have just descended from the
blue?

“Indeed, we can seethat, for none of
theanimalsever saw you enter our forest
from outside. Now, will you kindly state
the purpose of your gracious visit?”’
asked the lion.

“To lord over you, of course!”
announced Chandarava. “God in his
infinite wisdom asked meto take charge
of the forest, to set things right here.
Henceforth, it will be your scared duty
to look upon me- King Kukudrama- as
your master, and to obey me.
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“We will, O blessed King
Kukudrama,” said theanimalsinachorus
as they bowed to the fox. And the fox
broadcast his first order immediately:
“Listen you lion, tigers and elephants, |
wish to seethisforest asanideal home
for only thenoble and large animalslike
you. Theinferior and undignified beasts
have no place here. To begin with, | want
you to drive away all the foxesfromthis
forest. Hurry up, | want the operation to
be over before sunset.”

The big animals combed the whole
forest, and drove all the foxes to the
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other side of the river. Some of the
young foxes and a few vixen who could
not swim against the current were
drowned. Chandarava saw the entire
operation from the top of a hillock. He
heaved a sigh of relief, now that there
was no fox left on this side of the forest
able to identify him.

Theexiled foxes huddled together on
the other side of the forest. Why should
agod-sent king turn hostile only towards
them? Who was the little blue monster?
They stood perplexed.

The sun went down and the horizon
looked red. As was their custom, the
foxes raised a collective how! to mark
the end of the day.

Chandaravawas enjoying an evening
walk on the opposite bank, followed by
a train of lions and tigers he had
appointed as ministers and courtiers.
But no sooner had he heard the howl, he
forgot al about his lofty position and,
looking upward, gave out a lusty howl
himself.

The lions and tigers, stood stunned
but only for a moment. Next they woke
up to the great deception that had been
played upon them. Their blood boiling
with rage, they advanced towards
Chandarava. Sensing danger, Chandarava
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tried to run away. But it was avain bid.
He was seized upon and torn to pieces.
His blueness was found to be not even
skin deep.

Before midnight the harassed foxes
were informed about the end of the blue
monster’s brief rule and were back in
their good old forest. The big animals,
out of shame, did not show their faces
to them for a very long time.

(From NBT Book, A Brideinside the
Casket and Other Tales)
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The Nomadic Gaddi Of Himachal Pradesh

Dr Neeta Sarkar

The Gaddi tribes of Himachal Pradesh
lead a nomadic life in their seasonal
migration from the higher altitudes of
pasture land in winter to the lower
Shivalik hills, taking the hill track routes
which are known to them. Sometimes,
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they also migrate to the neighbouring
states for pasture grazing.

The ergonomics of the Gaddisisin
pasture grazing their flocks of sheep and
goats, which can be more than a
thousand in number, when they migrate.
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Sometimes, most of the Gaddis migrate
together for mutual assistance and
support, while grazing the flocks in the
hills.

The occupation of pasture grazing
supports their families and the flocks.
They sell sheep wool, sheep and goat to
traders in their migratory routes. They
are welcomed by the hill farmers after
March-April harvest, asthe droppings of
sheep and goat are natural manure for
enriching the fertility of the poor
mountain soil.

Themale members of the community
are the ones, who lead a bohemian life
and take the road. They often take more
than six months to return to the place
where their families reside. They buy
corn flour from villagers by selling wool
and milk, and prepare meal of corn flat
bread (makai roti), with fresh goat milk.
They, also, hunt small games in the
forest. They are very robust and good
mountain climbers. They have knowledge
and experience about the hill regions, the
floraand fauna. They camp in the forest
with their flocks secured and guarded by
their dogs.

The Gaddi dog is famous in
Himachal, and is on high demand among
the local villagers. These mastiffs are
trained to guard and collect the stray
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sheep or goats. They are good hunters
and can hunt small games for their
masters. These dogs have been known
to attack the wild leopards. The dogs
have spiked collar around their neck to
prevent leopard’s grip on the dog.

Every Gaddi community is named
after the place of their origin. The
Bharmori Gaddi, for example, always
returns to Bharmor in Kangra district,
wherethey havetheir families. They stop
en-route while travelling with their
flocks, from the higher altitude region.
They speak a dialect of Kinnauri
Himachal language.

A-91, Ashok Vihar, Phase-l|
New Ded hi-110052
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As You Sow, So Shall You Reap

Manas Ranjan Samal

Once, therelived anold manwith hisold
wife. He was very innocent, but hiswife
was qui ck-tempered and aggressive noisy
in nature. They were after all, poor
childless couple. The old woman had a
pair of brass bangles as her last asset.
She suggested the old man to sell the
bangles and start a business, in order to
earn something.

The old man went on foot and sold
the banglesin the market, and set out for
some business purposes. While walking
along thelonely path of aforest, he grew
worried as it was day break and still, he
had to cross a dense forest on the way
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before reaching his
home. But he could not
hither-thither, as he
was afraid of getting
robbed by robbers and
thieves.

To his fate, he saw
a small hut inside the
forest, and presumed it
to be of the hermitage
of a sage. While
reaching near the
hermitage, he met the
holy man and requested

himto let him stay for a

night. The sage gave him
shelter for the night, and
offered him food.

Moved by his kindness, the old man
revealed his grief to the sage. The sage,
considering his bad times, gave him a
magic basket, which would provide him
with food as and when desired. The old
man had to chant a verse, in times of
need as

“Oh! Magic Basket, Magic Basket
We, at your disposal of Carpet
Blessuswith astomach full of edible
So that breath bliss will flow.”

In order to experiment the chanting
on the way, the old man did it as he was
told by the sage and there, appeared
sufficient food for him.
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On his return journey, he came
acrossarich man’s castle. Therich man
was a miser and greedy. When he came
to know about the speciaty of themagic
basket astold by the old man, he decided
to entrap the old man to get his magic
basket for himself. So, at midnight, when
the old man was soundly asleep, therich
man exchanged the magic basket with
an ordinary one.

When the old man reached hishome
and told all hisadventure, hiswife tried
chanting the verse near the basket astold
by the old man, but she could not find
any specialty of the basket and thus, got
annoyed. Now, the old man became sad
and felt sorry for his wife.

He again went to the sage and told
him everything. The sage cameto know
the mischief was done by the rich man
to the old man, and in order to teach him
alesson, the sage gave another chanting
verse to the old man, which was:

“O! golden bird, Oh! silver bird

Bless me once with your wings
discard.”

And instructed him that as soon as
he will chant the verse, the bees will
come out and attack, but as soon as he
chants;

“O! golden bird, Oh! silver bird

Keep your wings self attached.”

Then the beeswill settledown inside
the wings.

Now, with an intention to teach a
|esson to the rich man, the old man took
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shelter in his house for a night. He
recited the verse and in an instant, the
bees came out of no where and attacked
the rich man, who did not know how to
stop the bees from attacking him. He
shouted in pain, and immediately
admitted hisfault of cheating theold man
and begged for apology.

Hearing the noises, the neighbours
assembled in front of his house and
requested the old man to rescue the rich
man from the bees attack.

The old man saved him only after
receiving the magic basket and returned
for home. His old wife was happy to see
the magic basket which offered food
everyday; and they lived happily ever
after with the gratitude of the sage of
the forest.

OPEPA, Unit-V, Bhubneshwar -
751001(Odisha)
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Greedy Man

Rajeev Sharma

Once upon a time, there was a scholar.
Hewas very wise and well educated. But
he was not satisfied with his
achievements. He wanted to rule over all
human beings. So, he shifted himself to
learn about the art of necromancy i.e. ‘to
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rule with the help of the souls of the
dead.” He went into a dense forest and
made a circle around him. He drew all
pictures of planets and demons.

Then, he started reciting the
mantras. After few days, the devil spirit
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appeared. He was happy with the
scholar’ prayer and devotion. The devil
gave super human powers to him
provided he would sign abond, and that
was signed by him. According to the
bond, the power will remain with the
scholar for twenty years, after that the
demon
will take
his soul
forever.

After
acquiring
powers,
t h e
scholar
started
helping
the poor
and needy
people.
Whenever
someone
fell in any
trouble, he
would solve their problems. He gave
food to the hungry people. He treated
the ill and sick people and saved their
lives. He defeated the kings and barons,
who were harassing the poor and
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helpless people. In this way, he used his
spiritual and super human powers.

Twenty years swiftly passes by, so
according to the bond, about seven devils
appeared in front of him to take his soul
into the hell. But as the people came to
know about the mystery, a huge crowd
gathered
around him
to save his
life. They
said to the
devils that
before taking
the soul of
such a kind
and merciful
person, they
would have
to take their
souls first.
There was a
great
argument
. between the
two parties. At last, the devils had to
leave the place and the life of thelearned
scholar was saved.

PMR International School
Amb, Una (Himachal Pradesh)
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Two Interesting Books for Children

TheHarein the Moon

Early man was
overawed by the
§ forces of nature
and by the
strangeness of
natural phenomena
i Unable to
properly explain
why acertainthing
happened, he
L& invented storiesto
explainit. Intime,
he had invented a
story for everything
—lightening and thunder, forests, thesun, the
moon and the Milky Way, birdsand beasts.
The themes were ssmple, and so were the
characters — smple men and women, or
humanisedanimals.

The Harein the Moon — Tales of How
and Why isacollection of such storiesthat,
in their own way, explain the mysterious
aspectsaof nature. They not only entertain but
dsoingtruct.

Cover design and illustrations by
Agantuk arevery impressive.

The Hare in the Moon

TALES CYF HOAN

AN WY

Tara's Project

Whilesurfing
the internet
with her gger,
Disha, attheir
cousin
Prashant’s
house, 12-
year-old Tara
decides to
make a
project onthe
Women
Olympians.

Much to her surprise, Taralearns that
the status and privilege women enjoy in
various sports today is the result of the
tirdesseffort and tremendous struggle some
of themfaced before being allowed to make
an appearancein 1990.

The book beautifully illustrates the
indomitable spirit of some of thesewomen
who have made a mark in the greatest
sporting event.

TARA'S
PROJECT

Taraes Wi

The Hare in the Moon
Talesof How and Why
PratibhaNath
Ponytale Books
Rs 90/- pp 98

Tara's Project
Ratnabdi Mitra
Children’sBook Trust
Rs 35/- pp 40




