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Nurturing Children’s Creativity through
Shiksha Shivirs

In a series of Shiksha Shivirs that are
being organised by National Book Trust,
India across the country to promote
books and reading habit amongst
children especially in the region with
high concentration of SC and STs, several
book related events were organised at
Shimla, Mandi and Pandoh (Mandi
District) in Himachal Pradesh.

During the NBT-Shimla Book Fair
(30 June — 6 July 2014), a 2-day
Shiksha Shivir was organised at Gaiety
Theatre, Shimla from 3 to 4 July 2014.
Several events for children like
recitation of poetry, storytelling, story
making and book discussion were
organised in the Shiksha Shivir. More
than 300 children from different
schools participated in these events.
Shri Shrinivas Joshi, Ms Vidhupriya
Chakraborty, Principal, St. Thomas
School, Shri Ajay Sharma, Assistant
Director, Education and Shri S R Harnot,
eminent writer were the resource
persons. Shri Manas Ranjan Mahapatra,
Ms Sunita Narotra and Ms Shahkar
Saleem from NBT conceptualized and
coordinated these programmes.

During the NBT-Mandi Book Fair
(16-22 June 2014), a 2-day Shiksha
Shivir was organised at Government
Centre Primary School, U-Block,
Mandi on 19 June 2014. The Shivir was
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inaugurated by Ms Mukta Thakur, Block
Education Officer of Bal Mandi. Many
fun-filled and creative activities for
children including storytelling, drawing
competition, paragraph writing, mental
maths etc. were organised. More than
250 students from different schools of
Bal Mandi, Mangwai, Dhanhera, Old
Mandi, Chipru, Kaliyaar and New Colony
Mandi participated in these activities.

On 20 June 2014, Shiksha Shivir
was organised at Government Primary
School, Pandoh, District Mandi. The
Shivir was inaugurated by Shri Ramesh
Vidyarthi, Deputy Director, Elementary
Education. Many fun-filled and creative
activities for children including drawing
competition, paragraph writing, mental
maths, storytelling etc. were organised.
More than 200 children from different
schools participated in the activities. Ms
Sunita Narotra coordinated these
programmes.
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From NBT’s Treasure Trove

The Breakthrough

Rajendra Awasthy

It was the twelfth day of the battle of
Mahabharata. Arjuna had wounded
Shakuni and Shakuni's two brothers,
Vrishak and Achal, had been slain. Even
the famous warrior Dronacharya had
been helpless before Arjuna's skill.
Gloom and despair prevailed among the
Kauravas, while the Pandava camp was
filled with hope and joy.

This setback made Duryodhana
mad with rage. He began to chide

Dronacharya, "You aren't doing your best
against Arjuna," he said in front of all the
soldiers. "You are partial to our Pandava
enemies."

Dronacharya was stung by the insult,
"I am fighting the Pandavas with all my
strength and yet you question my
loyalty," he replied sorrowfully. "I have
repeatedly told you that if you separate
Arjuna from the Pandavas, I will defeat
them in a day. But as long as Arjuna is
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with them, the Padavas can never be
beaten."

Duryodhana kept Dronacharya's
words in mind and made plans for the
next day's battle.

So dawned the thirteenth day.

Both camps got ready for the
struggle. Fighting fiercely Arjuna drifted
to the southern side of the battlefield.
Dronacharya immediately surrounded
the Pandava army and ordered the
Kauravas to attack. The Pandavas faced
the attack bravely but could not break out
of the circle. Defeat stared them in the
face and Arjuna was not at hand.
Yudhishthira was filled with anxiety.

Suddenly he remembered Arjuna's
son Abhimanyu and sent for him. Though
only sixteen years old, Abhimanyu was
brave and strong like his father and the
Kauravas were scared of him. Abhimanyu
obeyed the summons immediately. The
boy's cheerful face lifted Yudhishthira's
spirits. He put his problem to
Abhimanyu. "Because we can't break out
of the Kaurava circle we've already lost
many brave soldiers," he explained.
"Unless something is done soon, we will
surely be defeated."

"Don't worry!" reassured Abhimanyu.
"I'll smash through the Kaurava cordon."
He told Yudhishthira his plan but added,
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"There is only one hitch. Though I can
break through the circle, once I am
within the enemy lines I do not know
how to extricate myself."

"Break through the cordon," said
Yudhishthira. "We'll be at your heels."
Bhima and others agreed.

Yudhishthira blessed Abhimanyu and
wished him luck. Abhimanyu got into his
chariot and rode towards the Kauravas.
The Kaurava army was immediately
alarmed. "There comes Abhimanyu!" they
shouted with fear. A lion-cub matching
its strength against a herd of elephants!

Attacking with the speed of
lightning, Abhimanyu cut his way
through the cordon. But he was so quick
that the Pandavas were unable to follow
him and he soon found himself alone
within the enemy lines. But he was
dauntless and more than a match for the
Kauravas. He forged ahead slaying the
Kauravas left and right. Like a flame he
charred all that came within his range.

Duryodhana could not bear to see
the slaughter of so many of his men and
advanced to face Abhimanyu alone.
Dronacharya sent other warriors to help
him. But, by then, Abhimanyu had
cornered Duryodhana and the Kauravas
were barely able to save his life.

ued wa gelfed



Seeing Duryodhana
in difficulties, the
Kauravas worked out a
clever plan. In the olden
days even wars were
fought honourably. Each
soldier fought alone
with his opponent. The
Kauravas ignored this
rule and with one accord
fell upon the lone boy.
Abhimanyu, however,
turned and faced them
fearlessly.

Dronacharya was
filled with admiration.
"Truly, no one can equal

Abhimanyu in battle!" he
said to the Kauravas.

This incensed Duryodhana. "You
favour Abhimanyu because of your love
for Arjuna," he said angrily. "What is so
special about this sixteen-year-old boy?
I can crush him in the palm of my hand."
Duryodhana had conveniently forgotten
his own recent plight at Abhimanyu's
hands.

Duhshasana, supported his brother.
"I will soon put an end to this villain," he
boasted. He pounced on Abhimanyu with
all his force but Abhimanyu soon made
him eat his words. He struck Duhshasana
so hard that he fell down senseless in

Readers’ Club Bulletin

his chariot. The Kauravas were in
despair, while the Pandava camp was
jubilant.

Karna was furious. Stringing his bow,
he attacked Abhimanyu. But Abhimanyu
fought back with his usual valour. Letting
loose a barrage of arrows, he killed many
Kaurava soldiers. Even Karna was
wounded. The Kaurva army was thrown
into disarray. Alone a sixteen-year-old
boy was holding the entire Kaurava army
at bay. Dronacharya's plans had misfired.
Even without Arjuna, Abhimanyu had
succeeded in making the Kauravas
cringe.
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Finally Duhshasana's young son,
Lakshmana, stepped forward flourishing
his mace. With renewed spirits, the
Kauravas rallied behind him. The two
young boys, Abhimanyu and Lakshmana,
were locked in combat. Although
Lakshmana fought bravely, he was
unable to hold his ground against
Abhimanyu and fell mortally wounded.

Duhshasana was overcome with
grief. Duryodhana's rage became
uncontrollable. Urging his soldiers to
follow him, he fell upon Abhimanyu.
Then Drona turned to Karna and said,
"We cannot defeat Abhimanyu this way.
You go from behind and cut the string
of his bow, I will take some men with
me and slay his horses and his
charioteer." Karna did as he was told.
But the valiant Abhimanyu drew his
sword and took them all on single-
handed. Slashing around him with the
speed of lightning, he routed his
opponents.

Drona was in despair. They had
failed to vanquish a mere lad. This was
a blot on the Kauravas' name. With
Karna's help he tried another trick.
While one broke Abhimanyu's sword,

the other shattered his shield.
Abhimanyu was taken aback only for a
moment.
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Picking up the broken wheel of his
chariot he fell upon his foes like a
wounded lion. The Kauravas were filled
with admiration. Even though disarmed,
the boy was proving invincible. Seeing
the Kauravas lose heart, Duhshasana's
second son attacked Abhimanyu with his
mace. Abhimanyu threw away the broken
wheel and also picked up a mace.

The two warriors were locked in
combat. They fell but rose to fight again.
But by now Abhimanyu was exhausted
and could not rise quickly enough. This
delay cost him his life. Seeing his
chance, Duhshasana's son struck him a

mortal blow, and so Abhimanyu was
killed.

The
Abhimanyu's death, except for Karna and

Kauravas rejoiced at
Drona, who wept. Dhritarashtra's son,
Yuyutsu, was angry at the treachery and
rebuked them. "You have done grievous
wrong," he said. "What heroism is there
in killing a lone boy? You should be
ashamed of yourselves. Woe on you!"
And with these words he threw away his
armour and walked away from the field
of battle.

(From the NBT Publication
Stories of Valour)

ued wa gelfed
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The Crocodile's Sister

Sailabala Mahapatra

Pawanpur was a big village. The villagers
used to keep domestic creatures. One
of the villagers had some hens. For
those hens he had made a shelter. There
were two clay-pots kept outside the
shelter, one for their food and another
for water.

Everyday the master would make
them free for some hours. Then these
hens would wander outside for
sometime and come back to their shed.
It was a regular routine.

One day when the hens were
wandering, one of them by mistake
entered to the jungle and got confused.
She could not find the way to go back.
She tried again and again to get the right
way to the village. But, it was in vain.
After sometime she felt thirsty. She was
very tired too.

The thirsty hen went on wandering

and looking for water. After sometime
she found a pond. It was a big pond in
the middle of the jungle. The little hen
was very thirsty. So she went to the pond
to drink water. But, when she entered, a
big crocodile came out. He shouted
loudly, "Who are you? It is my pond. I
am the king of this pond. You can't drink
water from here."

"Brother, I am very thirsty. I forgot
the right way to my house. I don't know
how to get out from this jungle. I am
very thirsty. Please, please brother!
allow me to drink water," the little hen
prayed.

"Okay, for this time I permit. But,
don't come again," the crocodile said.

"Thank you brother!" the little hen
drank water and came out. After walking
for sometime she got the way to the
village and got back to home before the
sunset.

The next day when the master made
the hens free, the little hen went again
to that jungle and reached the pond. She
found the water in that pond very tasty.
The water which was given to them in
that clay pot was not sufficient. The little
hen loved the pond as it was big and she
was the only one to drink. She could

ued #a gelfed



drink water at her will, amazingly and
sufficiently.

When the little hen stretched her
beak towards the water, the crocodile
came out and cried out more loudly,
"You came again! [ denied you yesterday
to come here!"

"Please brother, please! I am your
little sister. I am thirsty. I like water of
this pond..." But, before the hen finished
her words the crocodile asked,"Why are
you addressing me again and again as
brother? Brother — brother — how am [
your brother?"

"Yes, my brother, trust me, I am your
sister!" the hen said boldly.

Hearing these words from the little
creature the crocodile stopped a bit and
permitted her to drink water, but warning
her not to come again.The little hen
drank water and returned home.

But the crocodile was in a puzzle.
He failed to understand why the little
hen kept on saying again and again that
she was his sister. "Little creature, not
even soup of my dinner, and claims to
be my sister! How is it possible!" He
thought and thought, but could not get
an answer. He became sad and
thoughtful.

Often he would come under a tree
nearby the pond. This time also he came
and was lying under the tree in a
thoughtful mood.
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A lizard was there who would come
very often to the crocodile when the
later took rest under the tree. They used
to gossip for sometime and return to
their own places.

This time also the lizard came. But
seeing the crocodile in such a mood she
asked, "What happened my friend? Why
are you in such a thoughtful mood? You
look worried, but why?"

The crocodile explained everything
to the lizard and said, "I do not
understand why that little hen says so
boldly that she is my sister!"

"Yes my friend, she is your sister,"
the lizard said.

"You are also saying the same thing!
But how? She is a tiny creature of the
plains. I am the king of this pond. I live
in water. How can she be my sister!
Impossible!" the crocodile resented.

"It is possible, you both are brother
and sister," the lizard said.

The crocodile looked at the lizard
in a questioning manner. To answer the
matter the lizard replied, "Yes my friend.
Don't be so serious. Relax. She is your
sister as you are born out of an egg and
she too! You both are born from the egg.
So you both are brother and sister!"

(Based on an ethnic legend from the
Saura Tribe of Odisha)
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Interesting Facts about July
Surekha Sachdeva

July is the seventh month of the year in

the Julian and Gregorian calendars and

is 31 days long. The month of July was
previously called Quintilis in Latin since
it was the fifth month in the ancient

Roman calendar. The name of the month

was changed to July in honour of Julius

Caesar during the Julian calendar reform.

July is the warmest month of the year in

the Northern Hemisphere. Several

historical events and inventions took
place in this month. Not only this, several
great personalities in the field of
literature, politics, art and culture were
also born in this month.

1 July

m /882: Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy,
second Chief Minister of West
Bengal and renowned physician was
born in Patna, Bihar. Dr. Roy worked
for the upliftment of patients and
started various hospital. His birthday
is celebrated as National Doctor's
Day in India.

m /938: Internationally acclaimed
flautist of India, Pandit Hariprasad
Chaurasia was born in Allahabad. For
his outstanding contributions to
Indian music, Pandit Chaurasia has
been recognized and conferred upon
with many national and international
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honours like Padma Bhushan, Padma
Vibhushan, Ustad Hafiz Ali Khan
Award and Sangeet Natak Academy
Fellowship Award.

m/955: State Bank of India was
constituted under the State Bank of
India Act 1955, for the purpose of
taking over the undertaking and
business of the Imperial Bank of
India. The Imperial Bank of India was
founded in 1921 under the Imperial
Bank of India Act 1920.

m /997: After more than 150 years of
British rule, Hong Kong was returned
to Chinese control. Britain had held
the New Territories north of Hong
Kong under a 99-year lease that
expired in 1997, requiring the
'handing back' of the colony to China.
Under the 'One Country, Two
Systems' policy, Hong Kong retained
its own legal system, currency,
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customs policy and immigration laws
for a minimum 50 years after the
handover.

4 July
1776: Independence Day of United
States of America. On this day, USA

delcared independence from Great
Britain.

6 July

1920: Radio compass was used for
the first time for aircraft navigation.

9 July

1877: The inaugural Lawn Tennis
Championship was played on top of
the Croquet Lawns at Wimbledon,
Spencer W Gore taking the men's
singles title.

11 July

1989: The Governing Council of the
United Nations Development
Programme recommended to
observe 11 July as World Population
Day in order to focus attention on the
urgency and importance of
population issues.

18 July

m /9]8: Nelson Mandela, the first black

president of South Africa was born in
Transkei, South Africa. He joined the
African National Congress in 1942
and in 1964, he was convicted for
sabotage as a result of his
participation in the struggle against
apartheid. He spent 28 years in jail.
He was released in 1990. He was
honoured with Nobel Peace Prize and
Bharat Ratna among others. He died
at his home in Johannesburg on
5 December, 2013.

20 July

1919: Explorer Edmund Hillary was
born in Auckland, New Zealand. In
1953, he became first to ascend
Mount Everest, the highest mountain
in the world at 29,023 ft.

21 July

1899: Ernest Hemingway, noted
American author, was born in Oak
Park, Illinois. His works included:
The Sun Also Rises (1926), A
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Farewell to Arms (1929), For Whom
the Bell Tolls (1940) and The Old
Man and the Sea (1952). He was
awarded the Nobel Prize in 1954.

1969: Neil Armstrong, American
astronaut became the first person to
walk on the moon, stepping down
from the spacecraft Apollo 11.

22 July

1947: The National Flag of India was
adopted in its present form during the
meeting of Constituent Assembly
held on the 22 July 1947, a few days
before India's Independence from the
British on 15 August 1947.

23 July

1856: Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak,
scholar, mathematician, philosopher
and freedom fighter was born in
Ratnagiri, Maharashtra. He published
two weekly newspapers Kesari in
Marathi, and The Mahratta in English.
He also founded the Deccan
Education Society. He advocated
boycott of British goods and passive
resistance which was later adopted by
Mahatma Gandhi during Non-
cooperation Movement against the
British.

24 July

1802: French playwright and novelist
Alexandre Dumas (1802-1870) was
born in Villers-Cotterets, France. His
works included The Count of Monte
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Cristo and The Three Musketeers.

1898: American pilot Amelia Earhart
was born in Atchison, Kansas. She
became the first woman to fly solo
across the Atlantic and to fly solo
from Hawaii to California. She
perished during a flight from New
Guinea to Howland Island over the
Pacific Ocean on 3 July 1937.

25 July

2007: Smt. Pratibha Patil served as
the 12th President of India from 2007
to 2012. She is the first Indian woman
to hold the office. She earned a
master's degree in political science
and economics at Moolji Jaitha
College, Jalgaon, and later received
a law degree from Government Law
College, Mumbai (Bombay). She
joined the Indian National Congress
and entered politics in 1962 as a
member of the Maharashtra
legislative assembly.

26 July

1856: Irish playwright George
Bernard Shaw was born in Dublin,
Ireland. Winner of the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 1925, he acquired a
reputation as the greatest dramatist in
the English language during the first
half of the 20th century. His famous
works include My Fair Lady, the
musical adaptation of Pygmalion,
Major Barbara, Saint Joan etc.

surekha_sachdeva @rediffmail.com
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As 1 Read It

When Bruno Came to my Home

Tamanna Pankayj

This story is about Bruno, a little
Labrador Retriever puppy who was born
at the outskirts of Surat, a city perched
on the left bank of the river. Bruno came
to the author’s house in November.
Bruno was sent to Delhi by author’s
uncle and aunt through train.

In the early days, if Bruno loved any-
thing more than being cuddled and fed,
it was people's shoes. Bruno became a
shoe thief. He used to take shoes away
and hide them under the bed or in an
innocuous corner of the house and then
used to spend his time tearing the shoes
apart and chewing and swallowing the
softer parts. Bruno also loved to play in
parks and meadows.

Bruno was a hydrophonic. It was
very difficult to take him to the shower
even. Bruno loved food as much as he
loved life itself. He also liked to
experiment with different types of food.
Author's mother used to bake a pizza
minus cheese and salt for him specially,
but still Bruno prefered one from
famous eating joint.

Bruno’s last days were very diffi-
cult. When he was around nine, one of
his forepaws got infected. Several
remedies were tried but nothing really
seemed to work. Around the same time
Bruno was discovered with kidney
stones. In his last days he began to spend
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Bruno: My Brother
Sujata Prasad
Kathachitra Prakashan
Rs. 360.00

50pp

most his time with author’s grandfather

After sometime Bruno died
surrounded by his loved ones.

This story has been beautifully
written by the author Sujata Prasad
which truely makes the reader emo-
tional. Moreover, the positive point of
this book is the printing of pictures with
U.V. coating which gives the feeling of
originality or we can say the feeling of
touching a real dog and people. The
reader after reading this story will
surely relate himself or herself with his
or her own pet story. Even I after
reading this story have related it with the
story of my black labrador of 60 days
whose activities are same as that of
Bruno.

UG-1, 3/186, Rajendra Nagar
Sector-2, Sahibabad
Ghaziabad-201305 (UP)
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My Page

The Large World with Different Things!

Ansh Tangri

This large world has different things

Like poor beggars and rich kings

Women wearing steel bangles and diamond rings
People fighting and some celebrating things

All the people have one belief

That God is there and always gives them relief
All problems are like old leaves

Some fall away or fly away with great speed
Some people always lose hope

Like a mountaineer who falls when his rope is cut

Happy are those who maintain courage
Like a full grown rose

With thorns for protection

And a stem for bearing

The large world with different things

anshtangri4 @ gmail.com
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Book Review

Colour: The Language of
Contrasts, Accords and
Unity

An innovative book that seeks to
introduce to children the concept of
certain basic colours like yellow, red,
green, blue, orange, purple, etc. and how
do they contrast and accord to each
other and how they find unity when they
interact with each other.

Ravi Paranjape is a well-known
illustrator, painter and author.

An Epic of Environment
Child Songs
Jagdishchandra Sharma
Harishankar Vyas (Tr.)
Buland Banas Prakashan
% 300.00 102pp

‘COLOUR

THE
LANGUAGE
OF
CONTRASTS

ACCORDS
AND UNITY
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Colour: The Language of
Contrasts, Accords and Unity
Ravi Paranjape
National Book Trust, India
% 45.00 24pp

An Epic of Environment
Child Songs

This is a bilingual book of poems in
Hindi and English languages. The poems
in the book talk about the dangers that
loom large on earth to harm
environment and humanity including
various types of pollution, digging,
mining and excessive use of plastic bags
etc. The author of the book has echoed
the dire need to conserve environment
to bring peace and prosperity to earth,
thereby saving humanity from decline.
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