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Sorytelling Session on NBT’s Foundation Day

¥ - - - 1=
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Dr M M Pallam Raju, Hon'ble Union
Minister for Human Resource
Development inaugurated the National
Centrefor Children’sLiterature (NCCL)
Library, a wing of the National Book
Trust, India at Nehru Bhawan on the
occasion of the 56" Foundation Day of
NBT on 1 August 2013. He appreciated
the efforts of NBT and hoped that this
Library will serve the children and
children’sliterature.

On this occasion, a storytelling
session for school children was also
organized at the NBT Book Shop in
which Shri Prakash Manu and Ms Paro
Anand, renowned authors for children
interacted with the children and narrated
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some of their stories. Dr Pallam Raju
also participated in the session and said
that such sessions should be held
regularly. He also had a photo session
with the participating children.

Recalling his childhood days, Shri
Prakash Manu said that heusedtoread a
lot apart from histextbooksand from the
habit of reading he developed his skills
in writing. He said that books open the
world to us, provide us knowledge with
pleasure and therefore books are
important.

Ms Paro Anand said that during her
childhood she was not sure what she
wished to be but she was sure that she
wanted to have knowledge about
different subjects and therefore she
started reading books. She said that
books gave her a path and she started
writing stories.

The storytelling session enthralled
thestudentsand visitorsaswell. Students
from various Kendriya Vidyalayas from
South Delhi participated in the session.
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From NBT’s Treasure Trove

Jallianwallan Bagh
Bhisham Sahni

/Jal lianwalaBagh Massacre is one of the most important event in the freedom struggle\
of Indiaasit triggered-off thefeeling of nationalism among I ndiansincluding common
people, leaders, freedom fighters and revol utionaries. Thousands of people had gathered
to celebrate Baisakhi at Amritsar and were peacefully demanding the release of two
leaders, Dr Satya Pal and Dr Saifuddin Kitchlew who were arrested for leading
Satyagrah Movement in Punjab. But General Dyer without giving any warning to the
people, ordered hissoldierstofire bullets at people. Hereisan account of the Massacre
\that gave anew direction to the freedom struggle of India.

%

13 April was the day of the Baisakhi
festival. It was on this day in 1699 that
Guru Gobind Singh founded the Khalsa
Sect.

InAmritsar, thisfestival wasusually
celebrated with great enthusiasm. But on
that particular Baisakhi day, the
atmosphere was quite different. On the
four previous days there had been a
strike. Every day the dead bodies of
people who had been the targets of the
firing on 10 April were being brought out
on biers.

The British authorities knew that on
Baisakhi, people in their thousands
would go to the Golden Temple and,
because Jallianwala Bagh was close by,
they would also go straight there from
the temple.
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In the morning of 13 April, General
Dyer again showed his strength by
marching his troops through the town.
At various points, drumswere beaten and
when people collected around this
announcement was made:

No person residing in the city is
permitted to leavethe city without apass.
No person residing in Amritsar city is
permitted to leave his house after eight.
Any persons found in the streets after
eight areliableto be shot. No procession
ispermitted in the city. Any gathering of
four men would be looked upon and
treated as an unlawful assembly and
dispersed by force of arms, if necessary.

Immediately after General Dyer’s
march, several young men came out into
the streetsand, beating empty tin cansin

August 2013/ 7



place of drums, went from one place to
another announcing that at 4.30 p.m.
there would be a public meeting at
JallianwaaBagh. It was 12.40. Dyer was
still in town when he received the news
that his proclamation had not had any
particular effect and that at 4.30 p.m.
there would be a public meeting at
Jallianwala Bagh, notice of which was
being given all through the city.

At various points in the city, police
and army posts were set up. Even after
this, General Dyer still had 400 soldiers
with him.

Right from 2 0’ clock, people started
gathering in Jallianwala Bagh. At
40 clock, Dyer wasinformed that people
had turned out there in great strength.

General Dyer immediately made

preparations and, accompanied by his
army contingent, set off for Jallianwala
Bagh, his car leading the way. His
favourite officer, Captain Briggs, was
with him. Behind them were two
armoured cars, and apolice car carrying
Police Superintendent Rehill and
Plomer.

Along the route, at five different
places, army posts had been set up with
40 soldiers each. The contingent which
went straight into the garden with
General Dyer consisted of 50 Indian
soldiersarmed with riflesand 40 Gorkhas
who only had their Kukris.

JallianwalaBaghwasalarge, uneven
piece of ground around which houses had
been built on all sides. Only on the
southern side was there an opening. But
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awall about five feet high had been put
up there. Four or five narrow lanes
opened onto the ground. Where one of
the lanes led in from the market, the
ground was at a slightly higher level.
Insidethe Bagh therewas a sepul cher and
an open well.

Dyer, with hiscontingent, entered the
Bagh through the lane leading in from
the market which was so narrow that the
armoured cars could not enter it. Dyer,
leaving these vehicles outside, entered
the garden.

By that time there was a sizeable
crowd in the Bagh. Around 20,000
people were present. And a man on the
dais was giving a speech. The
proceedings of the meeting were being
conducted in aperfectly peaceful fashion.
On entering the garden, Dyer along with
his army contingent posted himself on
the intervening high piece of ground.
Once there, he did not wait even for a
second. He positioned 25 armed soldiers
on his right and 25 on his left and,
without giving the crowd any warning,
gave the order to fire.

The people sitting in the gathering
were terror-stricken. There was no way
for them to get out of the garden. The
entire crowd got up and started running
to escape the bullets raining down on
them. As they ran hither and thither, it
turned into a stampede. There were also
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men inthe crowd who had seen actionin
thewar. They kept shouting to the people
that instead of running, they should lie
flat on the ground. But who would listen
to them in such a state of terror? In
whichever direction the peopleran, they
found their way blocked. Therewerethe
walls of houses all around. There were
hundreds of people running towardseach
of the narrow lanes leading out of the
garden. When Dyer saw this, he ordered
hissoldiersto firein the direction where
people were trying to rush out. Some of
them fell to the bullets, others were
trampled under thefeet of the stampeding
crowds. Others, trying to climb over the
five-foot wall, were hit by bulletsand fell
to the ground. There were somewho ran
towards the well and jumped into it.

At the very beginning, some of the
soldiers fired into the air, at which
Genera Dyer shouted: “Fire low! What
have you been brought here for?’

Thewholeground waslikeaburning
cauldron. A man called Arthur Swinson
gave the following eyewitness account
of the episode:

Towardsthe exitson elther flank, the
crowd converged in their frantic effort
to get away, jostling, clambering,
elbowing and trampling over each
other... Seeing this movement, Briggs
drew Dyer’s attention to it, and Dyer,
imagining that these sections of the
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crowd were getting ready to rush him,
directed the fire of the troops straight at
them. The result was a horror: men
screamed and went down, to betrampled
by those coming after. Some were hit
again and again. In places the dead and
wounded lay in heaps, men would go
down wounded, to find themselves
immediately buried beneath a dozen
others.

The firing still went on. Hundreds,
abandoning all hope of getting away
through the exits, tried the walls which
inplaceswerefivefeet high and at others
seven or ten. Fighting for aposition, they
ran at them, clutching at the smooth
surfaces, trying frantically to get ahold.

10 / 3T 2013

Some people almost reached the top, to
be pulled down by those behind them.
Some, more agilethan therest, succeeded
in getting away; but many more were shot
as they clambered up, and some as they
sat poised on the top, before leaping
down on the further side.

Twenty thousand people were caught
beneath the hail of bullets: all of them
frantically trying to escapefrom the quiet
meeting place which had suddenly
become a screaming hell.

The firing went on for 10 to 15
minutes—that is, till the cartridges ran
out. Each man armed with arifle shot 33
bullets apiece. Dyer later admitted that
if more ammunition had been available

qed #a gelfed



he would have used it on the crowd.

At 5.30, General Dyer and hisarmy
contingent left JallianwalaBagh, leaving
behind them a raging inferno. About
2,000 dead and wounded were lying
there; many were crying out for water.
But leave alone water, no assistance of
any kind wasavailable. All over theplace
the wounded were dying but the doctors
were too terror-stricken to come inside
the Bagh. People whose friends and
relations had come to the meeting were
also afraid of coming in. A few of the
wounded crawled asfar asthe lanes, but
then could go no further, and died there,
drenched in their own blood.

After some time, the citizens of
Amritsar, with fear and trepidation, came
in search of their friends and relatives.
But soon it became dark. How werethey
to look for their dear ones in the
darkness? How were they to recognize
them when there were piles of corpses
everywhere? Besides, no one was
allowed to be out after 8 o’ clock.

There were some people who found
their relatives and took them away, but
most cameout of the garden by 8 0’ clock,
leaving thewounded lying groaning with
pain on the open ground. It is said that
about athousand wounded peoplelay all
night in JallianwalaBagh. Some had | ost
so much blood that they could not survive
till the morning.
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But General Dyer was still not
satisfied. Thesameday, at 10 p.m. heled
an army contingent through the streets
of Amritsar to see if anyone was about
after 8p.m. “ Aremy orders being obeyed
or not?’ As he himself put it: “The city
was absolutely quiet and not a soul was
to be seen.”

In the aftermath of this terrible
incident, when facts and figures began
to be collected, General Dyer made his
statement to the General Staff Division
on 25 August 1919:

| fired and continued to fire till the
crowd dispersed, and | consider that this
istheleast amount of firing whichwould
produce the necessary moral and
widespread effect it was my duty to
produce if | was to justify my action. If
more troops had been at hand the
casualties would have been greater in
proportion. It was no longer a question
of merely dispersing the crowd, but one
of producing a sufficient moral effect,
from a military point of view, not only
on those who were present, but more
specially throughout the Punjab. There
could be no question of undue severity.

There was sharp condemnation in
both Britain and India of theincidentsin
the Punjab, and demands for an investi-
gation resulted in the Hunter Commi-
ssion being set up in October 1919.

(From NBT’s Publication Jallianwala Bagh)
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Easy-going Har pey

Avril C. D’souza

Harpey was ayoung harp seal. She was
sitting on ice floe and day dreaming.

“Come on Harpey. You can't cling
to your ice floe forever. You need to
swim,” mother harp seal scolded.

Strangely Harpey was terrified with
the idea of swimming.

“Oh! Please Maa, | loveto be here,”
Harpey said. She curled up and pretended
to doze off.

“You can’'t get your food if you lie
there al day,” mother reminded.

“Could you get me some food,
please,” Harpey pleaded. She was
hungry, but she was afraid to swim. She
was ashamed to say so.

“At least you could teach me to fly
then | could get my food,” Harpey said.

“Silly Harpey, you need wings to
fly,” said mother.

“Then I’ d rather jump from onetree
to another like a monkey,” suggested
Harpey.

“Seal-food does not grow on trees,
Harpey,” mother said.

“l don't like to fight with waves,”
whined Harpey.

“If you live without trying, you're
sure to be starving,” mother said.

“But don’t you remember, | tried
yesterday,” Harpey whimpered.

“Winners never quit trying and
quittersnever win,” said her Maasternly.

Harpey wasawfully hungry. “Please
Maa, I’ m hungry could you get me some
food,” she pleaded. That made Maa
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angry. “You better get it,” she scolded.

Dejected mother slid off theicefloe,
and swam away. Harpey dozed and then
slept off.

Anhour later, Harpey woke up to the
sounds of a wind storm. Rain came
pouring from dark clouds. Huge waves
pulled and pushed Harpey’s ice floe.
Harpey looked around and saw other
sealson their ice floes. She felt secure.

Suddenly a giant wave crashed into
her ice floe. It split into two. Harpey
clung to her ice bed with her clawed
flippers. A very big wave amost turned
her bed over. Harpey went dlithering to
the side. She clung fast. Her heart was
beating like awild drum.

Another huge wave almost turned
her icefloe. Harpey again went dlithering
to the side. She was frightened.

“Maa, Maal” Harpey cried out in
horror. At that moment she realized that
Maawas nowhere and that waswhy there
was no answering cry.
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Soon Harpey was numb with
the cold and dumb with fear.
Another wave came rolling and
this time Harpey’'s ice floe
crashed into splinters.

“Maa, Maal” cried Harpey.

She bobbed up and down in
thefrightful, swishing water. She
tumbled, she choked and
spluttered. She flapped her
flippersin fright. Shethrashed her tail in
despair. She whined and sobbed.

“Wherewasher Maa?’ shewondered.

And suddenly Harpey wasswimming!

Before long the storm had passed. It
had stopped raining. Fear had left
Harpey. She felt good all over. The
swishing of waves seemed like music to
her ears.

“Hi Harpey, having fun?’ someone
asked. Harpey screamed in delight.

“You're doing great Harpey,”
someone called out. It was her Maa. A
thrill shot through Harpey.

“If 1 had known it was so easy, |
would have done this long ago, Maa,”
Harpey said. She was so happy that she
did not want to stop swimming.

“You arethe best Harp sedl, Harpey,”
said Maa happily.

“You arethe best Maafor letting me
find my talent,” Harpey told her.

S. Xavier’s School, Camp,
Belgaum (Karnataka)
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Loony Limericks

Ratna Manucha

A young damsel most fair
Walked around without a care
Along came abee

Buzzing around her peskily

And soon her nose swelled to the
Size of a pear!

Cricket isagame

Which has brought enough shame
To those who play night and day
It has led young men astray

Who actually wanted some fame!

There was a man from Sopore
Whose snore was as loud as aroar
It startled the neighbours

Who wanted no favours

Except that he tone down his
snore!

Principal

Little Flower School

6, Haridwar Road
Dehradun-248001 (Uttrakhand)
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The Baobab Tree

Anupa Roy

Lataran from window to window of their
new house.

“What a big garden. And see, there
isaforest on the hills,” exclaimed Lata.

“These are the botanical gardens,
Lata,” her mother replied.

Her mother carefully unpacked a
trophy from the box. She dusted it and
put it on the shelf.

Her mother said, “ Your father isnow
curator of these gardens.”

Latajumped up and down. “Oh! All
those hills and the trees growing on
them?’

She scurried towards the back yard
and said, “ Father, Mother! Comeand see
the upside-down tree.”

Her parents came out.

“ThisisBaobab tree—from Africa,”
laughed her father, who knew alot about
trees.

Lata stared at the funny tree which
seemed to haveitsrootsin the air.

“Let me tell you the story of the
Baobab,” said Lata's father.

In the garden of the Great Spirit —
for that is the name Africans have given
to the God, many trees were being
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planted. Thetrees stood proudly —happy
to be part of the garden. Except onetree
— the Baobab. It wasn’t happy and
complained loudly.

“l want to be taller than the Palm. |
want to be more beautiful than the Flame
treeand | want more fruitslikethe Fig”,
said the Baobab.

“I want... | want...” he kept on
grumbling.

At last the Great Spirit was fed up.
He picked up the Baobab and flung it
over thewall of hisheavenly garden. The
Baobab flew through the air —down and
down and landed on earth - upside down.
And so, African people say it has grown
that way ever since—withitsrootsinthe
air. Of courseit can no longer complain.

There are many such folktales in
Africa about the Baobab. It is a very
special tree. Many peopleworshipit and
call it Um which means mother. The
Bantu people believe that the Baobab
holds up the sky and Resa— the Rain
God livesiniit.

“Tell me more, Father,” said Lata

Baobab is found in many parts of
Africa and Madagascar. It is the largest
tree that grows in the deserts. It flowers
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for only one night in ayear.

Do you know Baobab can live for
five hundred years? When the Baobab
becomes old, its trunk becomes hollow
and provide living space for humans.
Africans use it as tombs, stores, cattle
stalls, markets, prisons and even bus
stops! Inside one very large tree they
have made a restaurant!

“Imagine eating inside a tree,
Father?’ said Lata.

But most hollow Baobabs are also
home for snakes, bats, bush-babies and
bees. Elephants love to eat its spongy
outer bark. Sometimes they eat up the

entire tree. This is because the tree can
contain up to 4,000 litres of water in its
trunk!

“Just like awater tank,” said Lata.

Thetrunk is also peeled off to make
ropes, thatching for roofs and clothes.
And at one time the fiber was exported
to Indiaand England to make banknotes.
But unlessvery badly damaged it canre-
grow its trunk!

“What afantastic tree!” said Lata.

Baobab gives more than water. Its
leaves are dried to make porridge. Itisa
medicine for diseases like diarrhoea,
asthmaand fever.
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The fruit pulp is
powdery and often used
instead of milk.

Ground and roasted
seeds are used as tooth-
powder.

Scientists have found
that the fruit pulp has lots
of Caciumwhichisnatura
soluble fibre and is good
for bones, stomach and
liver. The fruits and leaves
of the Baobab tree have
more Vitamin C than
oranges.

Even the seeds and
seed oil aregood. Scientists
have recently identified an
alkaloid—adansonin in
Baobab.

“Without Baobab, life
inAfricawould be harder”,
said Lata thoughtfully.

Many African organizations use
Baobab astheir symbol. A lot of research
work is going on to find out how it can
be used. For Africans, Baobab isthetree

of life.

“So, it was for good that the Great
Spirit threw it out.” said Lata.

“Perhaps,” smiled her father.
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Alkaloids are nitrogenous chemicals
that are found in plantsand even some
animals. They areimportant sourcefor
making medicines.

anupa_roy@yahoo.com
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When Raju began to work hard!

Yash K K.

Once there was a boy, Raju. He was in
seventh standard and was an average
student. When his final examinations
were drawing nearer, he started going to
the temple everyday and prayed to God
for good grades.

His parents were very strict. They
arranged ahometutor for him. When his
tutor came Rgju told him, “1 want to clear
my examination with good grades but
don’t know how. Please help me out!”

His teacher replied, “Your grades,
your marks, your future isin your own
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hands. You will have to study hard to
score well.”

Hearing this, Raju was disappointed.
He expressed his helplessness and said,
“1 will not get good grades because I'm
an average student.”

The teacher said, “1 can only guide
you my child. Your parents and teachers
can only guide and help you wherever
you face difficulties and rest isin your
own hands. You know better than uswhat
isgood and bad for you.”

He understood the advice of his
teacher that everything
dependsonyou. Itisinyour
hands to choose the right
path and started studying
hard. After a month, when
his results were out he was
happy to seethat he had got
good grades. He realized
that whatever he got wasthe
outcome of the hard work
that he had put in.

DAV Public School
Sahibabad — 201005
(Uttar Pradesh)
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