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India as the Focus Country at AFCC 2014

India will be the Focus
Country in the Asian \
Festival of Children's §
Content (AFCC) 2014
at Singapore. Organised
annualy by the National
Book Development
Council of Singapore
(NBDCYS), thisisone of
the major events of
children’s literature in
the world. The decision
to project India as the
Focus Country inAFCC 2014 wastaken
in the Board of Advisors Meeting of
AFCC on 28 May 2013 which was
attended by, amongst others, Manas
Ranjan Mahapatra, Editor of NBT's
Nationa Centrefor Children’sLiterature.
Malaysiawasthe Focus Country for
this year’'s AFCC held at the National
Library Board, Singapore from 24- 29
May 2013. TheMaaysian show included
anlllustrators Corner, several interactive
sessions and talks by authors, editorsand
illustrators, book launch programmes,
exhibition of children’s books, a Rights
Tableand aMalaysian Cultural Evening.
The Indian show in 2014 will project
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the contemporary Indian publishing and
authorship for children aswell asthe state
of children’s literature in the country in
a multi-cultural and multi-lingual
situation. The AFCC 2014 is scheduled
to be held at National Library Board,
Singaporefrom 30 May-4 June 2014 and
will have more than 150 sessions on
various aspects of publishing of
children’s contents. The Indian stand in
this year’s AFCC showcased more than
100 select children’s books. The
overwhelming response for Indian
children’s books is expected to increase
manifold in the AFCC 2014 with India
as the Focus Country.
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From NBT’s Treasure Trove

Operation Mouth

Manoj Das

Long long ago there was aking who had
a good old minister. Never had a king
known awiser minister.

But oneday theminister told theking
that it wastimefor himtoretire. He must
devote his last days to plenty of dozing
and snoozing.

It so happened that the minister had
three young sons, al of whom looked
equally bright and dutiful.

“If retire you must, my dear friend,
then let me choose one of your sons to
succeed you. It should be the eldest one,
| suppose; what do you say?’ the king
asked his minister.

“That depends, my Lord, on what
you expect of your minister. If you want
daredevil, my eldest son, no doubt,
should serve you well. If you want a
clever man for the position, your choice
should fall on my second son. Andif you
wish to have aman of truth, my youngest
son should suit the post best,” replied the
minister.

“How can you be so precisely sure
about the characters of your sons? Can
you prove your opinion about each of
themto be correct?’ demanded the king.
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“1 hope, | can, my Lord,” replied the
minister.

“Really, | would likeyou to do that!”
said the king, growing quite curious.

“Very well, my Lord,” said the
minister after a pause. “I will give one
singleinstruction to all the three. Let us
see the way each one worksit out,” said
the minister.

He then summoned all his sons into
aroom. The king watched them from a
hidden alcove.

“Listen, my sons,” said the minister
in a tone that was as grave as atiger’'s
growl. “ At the centre of theroyal garden
stands a very special rose plant. | want
each of you to go and pluck arose each
from it. Take your mission serioudly. |
should warn you of one danger thought.
Plucking flowers from that particular
plant is strictly forbidden. If you are
caught, you ought to be able to escape
punishment by using your mouths — |
repeat — your mouths only.”

It was twilight. The sons bowed to
their father and took leave of him. They
entered the garden and stealthily
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approached the tree. But no sooner had
they plucked the roses than they were
caught by some alert guards.

The eldest son at once gave out a
piercing cry and bared histeeth in abid
to bite the hand of the guard who caught
him. The frightened guard loosened his
grip, alowing the young man to make
good his escape.

The second son threw the rose into
his mouth and pretended innocence.

But the youngest son remained calm
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and let himself be led to the king.

“l know, my Lord, that it was
forbidden plant. But | had no doubt in
my mind about one thing: when you
know that it was your wise minister who
had asked me to pluck the flower, you
would feel convinced that that there must
be some very sound reason behind it,”
the youngest son told the king.

“See, my Lord,” said the minister,
“each of thethree, when caught, had used
his mouth, for | had instructed them to
do so. But each one had done
soin hisownway, according
to his nature. One has used
it violently, one has used it
cleverly, and one has used it
truthfully.”

Theamused king smiled
and said, “Right, my dear
minister, but all thethreeare
worthy in their own ways.
Your eldest son can become
officer in the army and the
second one can serve as my
adviser. But your youngest
son, the wise one, should
step into the position you are
vacating.”

(From NBT Publication:

A Bride inside a Casket and
Other Tales)
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A Zoo for Phuki

Dash Benhur

Therewasasmall kingdominthemiddie
of an enormous desert, ruled by a king
with gigantic moustaches. He wore a
huge silk turban on his head; a long,
gleaming sword hung at hiswaist and on
hisfeet were pointed nagrashoes set with
precious stones. He had a jewelled ring
oneach of histenfingersand along, thick
rope of pearls around his neck.

The king had only one child — a
little girl. Shewas as soft asaflower and
as bright as gold. Her eyes sparkled like
glassmarblesand her lipswerelikerose
petals. She wasthe apple of hiseye.

Hislove had spoilt her and made her
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stubborn. Whatever she wanted she had
to haveit at once, or shewould getinto a
sulk, refusing to eat or speak. Shewould
be bubbling with laughter at one moment
and boiling with anger at another. But
her father never wanted to see her sad.
Hewould do anything to make her happy.
Her name was Phuki.

The king had got all kinds of
wonderful toysfor Phuki from every part
of the world. There were piles of books
with shiny coversfor her to read — story
books, song books, picture books.

Phuki loved to read books.
Sometimes she would roll with laughter
as she read a funny
story. She would
pick up a book and
runto her father and
read out to him a
story she had
enjoyed. The father
and daughter would
then have a hearty
laugh together. But
she would cry
bitterly if a story
was sad, or get into
adark mood and sit
quietly.

ed #a gelfed



And so Phuki passed her days —
playing, laughing, singing and roaming
in her garden. Sometimes she would
jabber away to her father and he would
listen to her fondly.

Among the books that Phuki read
were books about animals. All kinds of
animals — tigers, lions, giraffes, zebras,
chimpanzees; books about birds and
fishes and snakes and insects. They all
had beautiful coloured pictures showing
the creatures which were being
described.

Reading these books shefell inlove
with the animals. She wanted to see all
the animals that she had read about, but
unfortunately there were no animalsin
the desert country where shelived —only
afew ratsand lizards.

“Father, | want to see these
wonderful animals that | have been
reading about,” she told her father. At
once the king summoned his prime
minister “Look here!” he ordered the
prime minister. “The princess wants to
see all the animals whose pictures
appear in her books. Make arrangements
at once for her to see them al!”

Now, what the prime minister would
do?Itwasn't possibleto takethe princess
to al the countries where these animals
wereto befound. Neither werethere any
zoos where she could see them. Finally,
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he hit upon aplan.

The prime minister sent word to all
the famous artists in the country. When
they arrived, he told them to paint large
picturesof animals. The pictureswereto
be so life-like that one would feel that
onewasreally looking at animalsinside
ajungle.

The pictureswere painted. Theprime
minister told his servants to get a long
strip of paper and paste the pictures over
it, one after the other — the bear after
the tiger, the leopard after the bear, and
so on. The strip of paper was wound
tightly around a big wooden drum.

The drum was placed inside a large
wooden box and a handle was fitted to
the box. When the handle wasturned, the
drum inside the box would rotate and the
pictures pasted on the strip of paper
would appear one by one.

The prime minister’'s men made an
opening in the front of the wooden box
and fitted a piece of thick glass in the
opening. If the viewer put hiseyes close
to the opening and turned the handle, he
could see the animals through the glass
lens.

The animals would appear one by
one, look at the viewer and disappear.
They were completely life-like. No one
could imagine that they were looking at
pictures, not real animals.
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“Your Majesty!” the prime minister
said to the king when everything was
ready. “All the arrangements have been
made. The princess can see all the
animals that she wants to see, right here
inthe palace. She need not go anywhere.”

Phuki and the king stood in front of
the wooden box, close to the lens. The
prime minister himself turned the handle;
the wooden drum began to rotate and the
pictures of the animals could be seen
through the glass lens.
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Phuki was delighted and she clapped
her hands with joy. “Father!” she asked
“How did you get all theseanimalsinside
the box?’

The king looked at the prime
minister.

The prime minister said to Phuki,
“Your Highness! Thisis a new kind of
magic. We call it ‘science’. When you
will read all your books, you will also
learn this magic!”

dashbenhur@yahoo.com
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A Gentle Clock

Prabir Kumar Pal

A Lock and a Clock lived together in a
shop. But the Lock did not like the noise
made by the Clock. One day the Lock
got annoyed with Clock and began to
insult him and said, “You have no
manners. You always make noise. |
cannot sleep because of you. Stop making
noise or | shall kill you with my iron
hands.”

The Clock was very gentle. He said
politely, “My friend, if | stop working,
your life will also stop.”

Hearing this, the Lock grew very
furious and shouted, “You arealiar. My
life does not depend on you. On the
contrary, you are born out of me. You
have taken the four main limbs of mine.
Theyare‘'l’,'O’, 'C’ and ‘K’. You have
only acurved face of your own. | amthe
giver of your life. Now stop your
clamour.”

It was midnight. The gentle Clock
stopped running.

So the morning could not come. The
master of the Lock did not cometo open
his shop. He kept on sleeping.

As a result, the Lock became
extremely tired and his iron hands too
became numb. He was about to die by
hanging. Hecried pitioudly, “O! My dear
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friend Clock, please help me, you live
above my head. Please come down and
lift me. Or | shall die.”

Now alizard peeped out from behind
the Clock. He said to the Lock, “You
insulted the Clock for nothing. You area
bad man. Be tolerant with your
neighbours. His noise is very low.
Besides, work islife. The Clock runsto
bring rest for you during day-time and |
get food at night because of him.”

The Lock felt sorry for his mis-
conduct. Now the Clock ran to save him
and once again the morning came and the
shopkeeper arrived to open his shop.

The Lock was freed and the three
befriended thereafter.

Purbagopalpur Primary School
RO. Bhadrapur, Birbhum
RS. Nalhati (West Bengal)

July 2013/ 15



A Festival of Reading for Children
NBT - Dhar mshalaBook Fair

The NBT-Dharmshala Book Fair was
held at Police grounds, Dharmshala,
Himachal Pradesh from 8 to 13 May
2013 in association with District
Administration, Dharmshala. Shri C
Palrasu, Deputy Commissioner of
Kangra inaugurated the Fair. He hoped
that the Book Fair would provide an
opportunity to people of all segments of
the society to glance through quality
books written by the eminent authors.
The inauguration was followed by the
cultural show by students of the Lower
Tibetan School which enthralled the
audience.

A number of events aimed at
promoting books, reading habit and
creativity especially among children,
young adults and genera readers were
conducted by the National Centre for
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Children’s Literature, a wing of NBT.
These included workshops, discussions,
skits, interactive sessions and other
literary and cultural shows.

A discussion on the topic Education
and Booksorganized in association with
the H P University Regional Study
Center. Shri R.C. Kondal Director, H.P.
Regional Study Centre was the chief
guest onthe occasion. Hewasof theview
that books are our best friends. A show
on Reading Habit was organized in
association with Maharishi VidyaMandir
and Lower Tibetan Village School. A
discussion on thetopic Interest in Books
in the Indian Culture was aso held in
which a large number of students from
many schools participated.

On the concluding day, a
presentation of folk dance forms




Kumar Puri, Shri Lalit Mohan Sharma,
Shri Trilok Mehra, Ms Kanti Sood, Dr
Gautam Sharma ‘Vyathith’, Dr Piyush
Guleri, Dr Pratyush Guleri, Shri Manas
Ranjan Mahapatra, Dr Sapna, Shri

1 Luvneesh, Shri Pramod Sharma, Shri

Vasudev Sharma, Ms Poonam Devi, Shri
Chandra Shekhar Rana, Shri Rajeev

., | Trigati, Shri Rg Kumar, MsRatnaKaul,

‘Chamba’ and ‘Kulluvi Natti’ by the
students of Dronacharya College of
Nursing added colour to the Book Fair
and mesmerised the audience. In the
evening, a Poets Meet was also held.

Well-known authors, scholars,
editors and poets who participated in
theseeventsincluded Dr Arvind Jha, Shri
Norge Teytin, Dr Shekhar Sarkar, Shri
Susheel Kumar ‘Phool’, Prof. Om
Awasthi, Ms RekhaDadhwal, Shri Vijay
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Shri Navneet Sharma, Dr JayaPande, Dr
Rajeev Sharma, Dr YogendraMishra, Ms
Sailabala Mahapatra, Ms Saroj Parmar
and Ms Asha Kumari among others.

In spite of bad weather, a large
number of students, authors, scholars,
journalists and people from all walks of
life visited the Fair. Apart from NBT,
many other publishers and booksellers
exhibited books at the Fair and book
lovers showed keen interest in buying a
good number of quality bookswhich are
not easily accessible in this part of the
country.
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The Great Indian Mathematical Wizard

Bano Sarta] Kazi

Shakuntala Devi is known as Human
Computer, MathematicsWizard etc. She
is famous for her outstanding talent in
solving complex mathematical problems
without any mechanical help. She has
been rated as one in 58 millions for her
extraordinary ability by one of the
fastests super computersever invented —
the Univac 1108. She herself thought, ‘it
isaGod's Gift —adivine quality’.

Shakuntala Devi was born in
Bengaluru on 4 November 1939 in a
Brahmin family.
She had no formal
education but was
interested in reading
and writing.

She received
lessons of mathe-
matics from her
grandfather. She
made complex
mental calculations
as a child prodigy.
She started showing
her amazing quality
at the age of three,
and demonstrated
her skillsin Mysore
University and
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Annamala University when shewasfive.

Her father was a magician. Nobody
in her family was interested in
mathematics. Shakuntala Devi used to
say, “None of my family showed any
signs of the same head for figures, not
even remotely.”

Shakuntala Devi was an astrologer
too. She has to her credit a book on
astrology. Her passionate interest in
exploring and expanding the learning
capacity of the human mind led her to




develop the concept of mind-dynamics.

She had an ingenious ability to tell
the day of the week of any given datein
the last century in ashort time.

She cast a spell adding a 16-digit
number with another one and multiplying
theresult with an equal array of numbers
finding the cuberoot of the resultant and
gave an answer in just about the time
taken for awink.

In January 1977 at Methodist
University, Texas, Shakuntala Devi
extracted the 23rd root of 201 digit
number only in 50 seconds while the
fastest computer of the world Univac
took 62 seconds. Her correct answer was
546372891.

In 1980, she multiplied two 13-digit
numbers — 7,686,369,774,870 and
2,465,099,745,779, which was picked
at random by the Computer Department
of Imperial College, London.
She answered the question in just 28
seconds. Her correct answer was
18,947,668,177,995,426,462,773,730.
This extraordinary achievement found
her a place in the Guinness Book of
World Records.

Shakuntala Devi has written many
books. All these have world-wide
appreciation. Some of the books are:

e Puzzlesto PuzzleYou
e MorePuzzlesto Puzzle You
e Funwith Numbers
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In the Wonderland of Numbers
Mathability

Book on Numbers
Awaken the Geniusin Your Child
Astrology for You

Figuring the Joy of Nature

Master of Game

Perfect Murder

ShakuntalaDevi travelled around the
world with an aim to motivate the young
minds to discover the world of
mathematics and after that enjoying the
world of mathematics.

Shakuntala Devi’s mathematical
talent was unique. She was known as
human computer, but actualy she was
more than a computer. She was the
creation of God, while computer hasbeen
made by human being.

The great daughter of India, breathed
her last on 21 April 2013. Her departure
from this world to heaven can better be
described in thefollowing Urdu couplet:
Hazaron Saal Nargis Apni Be-noori
Pe Roti Hai
Badi Mushkil Se Hota Hai Chaman
Mein Deeda-var Paida
The coupl et resonatesthefact that agreat
woman like Shakuntala Devi is born in
thousand years.

Former Principal

Jomata College of Education

Opp. Akashwani, Civil Lines
Chandrapur — 442401 (Maharashtra)

July 2013/ 21



TWeh Hell

3Gl 9T

SN |ehT

qated AEE $1 HY T oG U8
T el & weeryul ol e en-whal
o foenfeai &1 g Wi <€ &
< wfR 3a 92 ]9 § oGl whal |
39 W fhaT s T TEN HEAl
qfyehct 21 Wfeh el & 3Rl Tl
% Th Thal § 7 had AAed & 39
ol R s & w1 § afch T8 T
heH AT SR That i feifereRt 3 T&
areet, et frdret A @ we Tl @
for 5 off Hogshia s7a 39 fofern
% 9fd g1 @ TaEEdh Bl ST

Tl 9% e o wha & fhdl B
F BEAGA & &I MEE & T T
et & qEE FHIRE fawa g S
T 3T AMGRT 7 T he | 3T &
Bl W 99 qoh TS W 5 I
TYI IS HH el BT A STIAT I
T& TR H o & & a9t A
ofi—TR 8 W T 9, W e ol
BE woad G T & W aEn, S
IS TE T ®

IH FH-AAMGRT hT AH oAT—
Hiieft hedt, fom et et &1 ‘"
% W W TN [EE 7 e 8, W

22 [ SIS 2013

et #T YOn W auitgd § e
‘STTeqES’ S T SyEfeld AN
U HW IeHEN, foEent gftorfa o
JaIfad S & MEE T 999 e
M| T IRR H = TEATH STEATHT
9 B ° w9 % 9Ed U fean
AfRT TS HT THO TEl &l |l
refUeRT 9, Hel 9§ 9l T W T
31 B A e YRSt HIBT W 3R




el TF 39 3TUUY & 3Tl STUqe 9
T E1 et =R S Wl AR '
mEEqul IE o foh IEAIRH AU
R fhy 3R o8 ff aiR T
Tt |

T T § fHAd-S[erdt U U
HeA U HW & 3¢ (1970-80) i
21 HeT o= SMa H § SR T
faeme § 7af wem H Sen AT &
HE-ATH  BEI G AT
T T R G T H] | GEHE IR
R BE FN E FE A FEH W
STt Bt @ TR, T a9, 99 ™
el @l A1 A1 T freren g
St §, T TH HSA H & STEATE A

frdt TF B ® T H S IH
Fel, ot W R W ar, S SR
Y OR Thd Bl I8 FAR BH 94 ©
T S8 Aol Bk Tl B 7&AIh
Y e S o SR eEe
gAM’ TET Fed ol

T W IR el fnerr ot oft
TR S A € S ‘ oty gen' S
3T B 1 AA- TSI see | favard
T & T, SaUeT |9 | el ©,
ool SH S, SU SR w3 @ 2l
T HT e & fAu @ w wS S
A9 ST B €, WS UE T U ©
J TeAd h I i Sied W % fag
T ey g o 2 2, o ot 3%

Goft I o | 3To R e g, R fRE TS a1 gareA &
T
STAWHIIT ST
el =il T |l T a1 -3 A
TR HEl &l St fam Tien 1 ST

ST HSt glet =H-=f
36 g | Tl oA
WFAEH | 9@ & W

A9 98 Higen o & oAt

S9 @ T B SR
TN 3191 iz fasm!

#-2, TH @R, Tvar

STATR-482001
(T J397)

Readers Club Bulletin

July 2013/ 23



Th T o 3 Th il @t of|
g fdfe 3T 9ieH &1 darst ° =l
STt ot S WS ren! |eft =fifear o
Tl St offl 39 S | gt SHeR
TEd Y Wd Ul wE R w1 A
Tarr o, Afh 39 ST ° U BIef
off TEar ol o =fifedl 3 Ste 9 @A
el SHeRl ! 9gd % <al ol 3R
T T o1 98 FHS! @ o1 § JeEe
ot ol a8 Fft ISl Hl IWESH 3 W
ek @ o @ weft o g H uHl
TR 39 W S = I T @R
STHe) 9gd 3@l |

T 9R 39 =i A7 geht ¥ &,
“qH el Wl Fgd FR ]d Bl qH
3T ¥ B H FA HaW @
gt 7 e, '9U W qE g9d SR
g, SR 7A@, 9 gEa gl
T = aa" =l o) TR T =i
B & g & UG TE SN wed o,
‘o SH Tl 9 We € et SHe
o[l &1 o BN a&dl § 3R el
H G g1 MY Y FHART fF q©
T &M 7 w7 ST FE 3 e e
T foh 9% 7t U@ M Hlh IAH
AT HY @I R Al S wel R A
Y GHAM HT HIRT T HA| Fgd
FHIFEN ® FESE w9 a8 st =i

24 | JeITS 2013

\\.vﬁf W
e @ T T =it 7 T U™ 9=
3T W T TR 39 9R 9 &l A
@ 39 wew fa@m & g

e =& el & TE eE Sl
areft, 3@, g9 ARl 1 G
% Y T, SAT THH] SN Sk L
g’ grelt WY E AT TR Wi
oa 9 el & g ® q@ T N 39
e oM U al dIeft I ual el
T dfehd i€l X 9] 99 98 IR
Bl T 1 i | AR G o e
o, Yerd W H fRE ot SHer o
q%smﬂﬁwmﬁm?ﬁeﬂwﬁ
YA, Al wis g7 ol e
e, g § UE E Wy g 3R
TSU-ASUHT TR S| e =it SHh
e 9 a1 Feret T 1R gredt &I Ah
R T =9 yohR R 9 S ° 5
gl 9a e Rt 9 @A @

TS T F.-19, FEEET-833201
gfeerH fagym (sIREE)

UTSH HA Jelfed



A Trip to Moon

R.N. Kobra

Once Neelu and all the pupils of agreat
science teacher asked him, nay, insisted,
persisted and forced him to take them to
the moon. Theteacher gavein and funds
were raised and NASA of America
agreed to fulfill the desire of thechildren
who were eager to go to the moon.

Theteacher along with his pupilsgot
into arocket. Astherocket launched, the
children were so happy that they started
dancing with joy and sang songs.

The rocket darted off. They looked
at the earth below which very soon
looked like amap only.
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The rocket landed on the moon.
They al came out. One of the children
wanted to speak something but he could
only move hislips. The same happened
with others. None could speak or hear
anything.

Theteacher connected them through
transmitters and receivers and told them,
“Dear children, thereisno air, sothereis
no medium for sound to travel and hence
you can't speak or hear anything without
electronic devices.”

Then the teacher said, “Neelam and
Rohit, go into the rocket and bring the
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Moon Car.” Neelam said, “ Sir that is
too heavy for two of us to lift”. The
teacher said, “Don’'t argue, go at once
anddowhat | say.”

Unwillingly, the children went and
it was a big surprise for them that they
could lift and carry the Moon Car easily.

On asking how it could be possible?
The teacher said. “Listen, the moon is
much smaller than the earth. It is only
one-sixth of the earth, soitsgravitational
force is also one-sixth of the earth. The
weight of the Moon Car isonly one-sixth
here as compared to the weight on earth.
On earth twelve children were needed to
lift the car, whereas only two of you can
do this here.” They all understood the
phenomenon.

While walking here and there they
reached near a deep ditch. How to jump
over theditchwasaproblem. Theteacher
asked themtojumpit over but none could
dare. Then the teacher jumped it over
with amost no effort.

They all wondered at the big long
jump of their not so young teacher. He
explained that “due to less gravitational
forceany onecan haveavery bigor high
jump here as you are pulled down with
less force.” They understood and all of
them jumped over the ditch easily.

Sachin asked, “Sir, why isno living
being here?’ Theteacher replied, “there
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IS no air, no oxygen and no water
thereforenolife. Sinceozonelayer isaso
not present here, the cosmic rays can
destroy anything. But don’'t worry you
are safein your capsule-suit.”

They also asked about a big planet
that was rising and setting. The teacher
explained that it was their own earth
which looked so beautiful from the
moon. The earth looked blue in colour
because of big oceans.

Thenight there, was extremely cold.
Evenintheshadeit wasvery cold during
the day. Theteacher explained that it was
due to the fact that there was no
conduction or convection of heat. So it
was extremely hot or extremely cold.

The starslooked bright. The teacher
told them that it was due to absence of
dust particlesand air.

Suddenly, Neelu heard a big
explosion and was afraid that they would
al die. In fear, her eyes opened and she
found herself on the bed. A boy had
cracked a fire-work as it was Diwali
season. Although it was just adream but
Neelu was happy to havelearnt about life
at the moon. She wished, if the dream
had been alittle longer.

A-438, Kishore Kutir
Vaishali Nagar, Jaipur-302021
(Rajasthan)
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The Dinosaur s
Sudha Puri

Inthelast issue, you read how Chitra
befriends her two stuffed toys, the
dinosaurs, and tellsthem about some
of the festivals like Bihu, Hola &
Navratrasthat are celebrated in India.
She asks them how they became
extinct. They tell her that due to bad
weather conditionstheir herbivorous
and carnivorous varieties could not
survive. Read next ...

“You mean, no photosynthesis ...,” said
Chitra intelligently and thanked her
science teacher in her heart.

“ ... and may be, many other animals
may havelost their habitat later, with the
development of the apesinto theman and
hisindiscriminate cutting of theforests,”
replied Hola in a serious tone.

“Oh, you know quite alot for such
ancient beings ... by theway, seeing you
enjoying the fruits, | am guessing that
you are herbivorous dinosaurs like the
Suropods, Ankylosaurs, Stegosaurs,
Hardosaurs ...”

“Orinthopods, Ceratopsians,
Titanosaurs ...,” Hola added trying to
help. “Yes and they too, and thereis no
danger to me, because | remember
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reading about the carnivorous dinosaurs,
that they were very vicious and often
attacked the herbivorous ones, taking
giant leaps or flying with their wing like
structuresontheir backs...,” said Chitra.

“You need not beafraid of us...,” said
Bihu alittle unsurely, glancing at Hola.
“Oh, so you are herbivorous?” Chitra
asked again.

“Actually, yes and no,” said Bihu
with anaughty smile, “actually, hmm, ...
we are ... we are the Orinthomimus
variety ...,” announced Hola assertively.

“But what does that mean?’ asked
Chitra.




“Well, asyou can seewedo not have
prominent teeth and from a distance we
look likeyour present times Ostrich bird,
and our face resemblesthe beak of abird
..., Hola' s shrill voice was cut short, as
Chitrainterrupted.

“What do you mean?’ asked Chitra
feeling a strange fear creeping up in her
as she felt glued to her seat too near the
huge dinosaurs.

“You seewe are omnivorous. We eat
both vegetables and the meat,” Bihu's
chuckling voice trailed off as if going
very far away.

Chitrafelt asif shewas shaking with
fear and someone was calling out her
name and she was unable to move and
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she shut her eyestightly, thinking doing
this would transform the real dinosaurs
into the harmless toys.

She heard her Dadi muttering to
herself, “how many times| havetold you
not to watch that animal programme
before sleeping ... Chitral Chitral wake
up, you are moaning in your sleep ...”

Chitra woke up with a start and
sipped the water from the glass that her
Dadi was holding for her. Her heart was
beating fast. She got down from the bed
and went in the drawing room. The
dinosaurs were in their basket. She
clapped her hands in delight and they
started laughing uncontrollably.

sudha.puri3@gmail.com
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Book Review

Originally writtenin Odia, the book with
illustrations takes readers to a journey
from Bhubaneshwar to Chandipur along
with the characters — Gungun and
Thumuri.

Both sisters get excited when their
mother tells them that they will visit
Chandipur Beach near Balasore. Their
mother also provides them vital
information about two rivers that flow
in Balasore, historical significance of the
Mallikashpur Village, Kshirachora
Gopinath Temple etc.

While travelling towards the beach,
they come across cities like Cuttack,
Bhadrak and Chandikhol. Gungun and
Thumuri ask endless questions and
admire the beauty of the nature. The

variety of flowers, trees, animals and
birds that they see on their way, makes
them happy and they finally reach their
destination.

The author of the book has given
detailed information about the most
favoured destination of tourists in
Odisha. It is a useful guide for readers
who wish tolearn about different aspects
of Odisha and visit Chandipur which is
fifteen kilometers away from Balasore.

Let’sVisit Chandipur
Dr. Manorama Biswal Mahapatra
Bibhuddatta Dash ( 77)

Jantak Press
Rs. 30.00
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