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"I Learn Scientific Temper from Children"

On the occasion of the 88th birthday of
Prof. Yash Pal, one of the icons of
science communications in the country,
National Centre for Children's
Literature of National Book Trust, India
organised an interface with Prof. Yash
Pal on the topic Developing Scientific
Temper in Children at NBT Conference
Room, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi on
26 November 2014. The programme
began with an invocation song by the
students of the Akshay Pratishthan and a
welcome address by Dr M A Sikandar,
Director, NBT.

Deliberating on the occasion, Prof.
Yash Pal observed that, "we often talk
about developing scientific temper in
children but I feel that we, the grown-
ups should learn from children. I learn
scientific temper from children," he
said. Giving instance of a child who was
searching for his elder brother, who had
gone out to listen to the speech of Shri
Jawaharlal Nehru, thought of calling
Nehruji and how telephone was picked
by Nehruji himself, he observed that
scientific temper is behavioral than
theoretical.

While introducing the theme,
Dr Shekhar Sarkar, children's reading
habit promotion activist also felt that
scientific temper is not just the domain
of the scientists, it is a language of
common people. Participants in the

meeting, especially children present on
the occasion also interacted with
Prof. Yash Pal and asked him several
questions related to the topic.
Ms Surekha Sachdeva from NCCL
offered vote of thanks. Shri Manas
Ranjan Mahapatra, Editor, NCCL-NBT
coordinated the programme.
Workshop on Creative Writing
This special issue carries the works of the
children developed in a Workshop organized
by National Centre for Children's Literature
of National Book Trust, India in collaboration
with Indian Railways at DLW Inter College,
Varanasi on 14-15 November 2014. The
theme of the workshop was Travelogue
Writing and participants were first made
aware of nuances of creative writing. Around
40 selected students and 10 teachers
participated in the workshop.
Shri Dwijendra Kumar, Assistant Editor, NBT
coordinated the workshop.

These travelogues will give our readers
a glimpse of children's perception of India.
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lkr leqanj
tkr ikr iwNs ufg dksbZ] gfj dks Hkts lks gfj dk gksbZ

MkW- vferkHk 'kadj jk; pkS/kjh

/kkjkokfgd miU;kl
Hkkx % 21

fr#ouariqje esa gchc'kkg dh njxkg esa dqatikrqEek vkSj gkludqV~fV igq¡ps gq, gSaA ukjk;.ku vkSj
xk;=kh HkhA ukjk;.ku xk;=kh dks ysdj mlZ esys esa eUur ek¡xus gsrq igq¡psA gkludqV~fV vkSj
dqatikrqEek dh vkilh ckrphr esa vkt ds lkaiznkf;d gkykr dks ysdj ckrsa gks jgh gSaA b/kj]
xk;=kh us varfoZ|ky; izfr;ksfxrk esa rSjkdh esa nks ind thrsA cM+ksa dh ckrphr esa ^naxk* 'kCn
lqudj xk;=kh iwN cSBrh gS&&&&nn~nk] ;s naxk D;k gksrk gS\ vkxs dqN ubZ ckrA

Vªsu py pqdh FkhA pkjksa viuh lhV ij
vkeus&lkeus cSBs FksA nksuksa rjQ ds dPps ?kjksa
dh f[kM+fd;kas dh jks'kuh tqxuw dh rjg ihNs
Hkkx jgh FkhA dsjy dk uSlfxZd lkSan;Z lpeqp
vuqie gSA lgh esa ;g 'kk;n nsorkvksa dk Hkh
fiz; LFkku jgk gksxkA /kjk dk uanu dkuuA

os ckrsa dj jgs FksA
dsjy ds tuthou esa yksd dFkkvksa ,oa

xkFkkvksa dk vikj HkaMkj gSA ij'kqjke gksa]
okeukorkj gkas] fo".kq ;k jkek;.k ds ckfy
vFkok egkHkkjr ds ikaMo] lHkh ls tqM+h budh
viuh dgkfu;k¡ Hkh gSaA ey;kyeHkk"kh ;g
ekurs gSa fd blh iaik unh ds fdukjs dgha
ckfy vkSj lqxzho dk jkT; jgk gksxkA blh
rjg vkLFkk] fdaonarh] iqjk.k] egkdkO; lHkh
feydj u;h&u;h dFkkvksa dk l̀tu djrs gSaA

xk;=kh ds iz'u djus ij ukjk;.ku ,slh
gh ,d dgkuh lquk jgs FksA dqatikrqEek vkt

muls dgkuh lqu jgh FkhA gkludqV~fV dks Hkh
vkuan vk jgk FkkA

viuh dqpqeksy ds iwNus ij fd naxk D;k
gksrk gS ukjk;.ku lkspus yxs fd og D;k
tokc nsA D;k tc ge /keZ vkSj tkfr ds uke
ij tkuojksa dh rjg ,d&nwljs dks ekjrs&dkVrs
gSa ogh naxk gS\ ysfdu blls Hkh cM+k loky gS]
;g gksrk D;ksa gS\ ,d gh /keZ ds yksx Hkh D;k
,d&nwljs dh tku ysus eas tjk Hkh ldqpkrs gSa\
bldks naxk ugha dgsaxs\

[kSj] Vªsu py jgh FkhA pk;&dkWQh cspus
okys vk&tk jgs FksA ,dk/k NksVs&eksVs LVs'ku
ij xkM+h #dh gksxh] lkFk esa mudh dgkuh
py jgh FkhA

egkjktk foØekfnR; dh jktlHkk esa
oj#fp uke ds ew/kZU; fo}ku ,oa leLr
'kkL=kksa ds Kkrk jgrs FksA os czkg~e.k Fks ,oa bl
ckr ds fy, Hkh mUgsa vgadkj FkkA foØekfnR;
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;gh dksbZ rhu lkS
bZloh ds vklikl
jktikV pykrs jgs
gksaxsA oj#fp muds
ije fiz; ik"kZnksa esa
ls ,d FksA

tSlk fd gksrk
vk;k gS vU; dbZ
lH k kln mul s
tyus yxs] ^^vjs]
ge oj#fp ls fdl
ekus esa de gSa\**
lks] mUgksaus vkil esa lykg&e'kfojk fd;k
vkSj egkjkt foØekfnR; ds ikl tkdj cksys]
^^vki rks bUgsa bruk fo}ku le>rs gSaA tjk
iwfN, rks lgh] jkek;.k egkdkO; dk lcls
egRoiw.kZ 'yksd dkSu&lk gS\**

egkjkt ds iwNus ij oj#fp fpark esa iM+
x,A loZJs"B 'yksd fdls dgsa\ laiw.kZ jkek;.k
gh Js"B egkdkO; gSA mUgsa mfpr mÙkj <w¡<+us
ds fy, bdrkyhl fnu dk le; feykA os
,d&ls&,d /kqja/kj iafMrksa ds ikl x,A dbZ
iqLrdsa [kksyha] muds iUus myVs&iyVs] ijarq
dgha mÙkj u feykA

blh Ågkiksg esa lksprs&lksprs pkyhlosa
fnu os taxy esa igq¡p x,A jkr esa ,d cjxn
ds isM+ ds uhps cSBs lqLrk jgs Fks] rHkh mldh

Mky ij cSBs ,d tksM+k dkyusfe if{k;ksa dh
ckr mUgsa lqukbZ nhA

,d us iwNk] ^^vth] tjk cksyks rks lgh]
jkek;.k dk loksZÙke 'yksd dkSu&lk gS\**

ifr dkyusfe us tokc fn;k] ^^rks lqu!
tc jke] y{e.k vkSj lhrk pkSng o"kksZa ds fy,
ouokl tkus yxs rks y{e.k viuh ek¡ dks
iz.kke djus igq¡psA rc vk'khokZn nsrs gq, jkuh
lqfe=kk us muls dgk] ̂ ^iq=k] vius T;s"B Hkzkrk
jke dh] firk n'kjFk ds leku HkfDr djukA
lhrk dks viuh ek¡ le>uk vkSj taxy dks
viuh v;ks/;k uxjhA ,sls esa ouokl Hkh
rqEgkjs fy, 'kqHk gksxkA ;gh gS jkek;.k dk
loksZÙke 'yksdA**

bl rjg oj#fp dks rks muds iz'u dk
mÙkj fey x;k] fdarq dkyusfe if{k;ksa dh ,d
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vkSj ckr muds fnekx esa [kVdrh jghA D;ksafd
jkek;.k ds lcls egRoiw.kZ izlax ds ckjs esa
tkuus ds ckn eknk dkyusfe i{kh us dgk]
^^Jh jketh dh vlhe d̀ik gS tks cspkjs
oj#fp dks muds iz'u dk mÙkj fey x;kA**

rc Jheku dkyusfe i{kh cksys] ^^ijarq
mlds HkkX; esa ,d vugksuh Hkh fy[kh gqbZ gSA
og yk[k iz;kl djs mlls cp ugha ldrkA**

^^oks D;k gS\ brus mPp dqy ds ln~czkg~e.k
iafMr ds lkFk ,slh D;k ?kVuk ?kVus okyh
gS\**Jherh dkyusfe tkuus dks csgn mRlqd
gks jgh FkhaA

^^ogh rks ckr gSA Hkys gh mls vius
czkg~e.kRo ij bruk ?keaM gS] ij mldk fookg
gksxk ikl gh uhp dqy esa vkt gh ds fnu
tUeh ,d ̂ ij;k* tkfr dh yM+dh ds lkFkA**

^^D;k\** og cspkjh pkSad xbZA
m/kj] oj#fp dk fpÙk nq[kh gks x;kA gs

Hkxoku! HkkX; dh bl pky ls dSls NqVdkjk
feys\ rHkh mls bldk volj Hkh fey x;kA
vxys fnu mlds tokc ls [kq'k gksdj egkjkt
us iwNk] ^^cksyks] D;k pkgrs gks\**

mlus rks igys ls gh lksp j[kk FkkA
rikd ls ek¡x fy;k] ^^egkjkt] ml taxy ds
ikl tks ^ij;k* tkfr ds yksx gSa mlds ?kj
;fn dy fdlh yM+dh dk tUe gqvk gks
rks mldk o/k djus dk vkns'k nsus dh
d̀ik djsaA**

xk;=kh ekuks dk¡i mBh] ̂ ^fN%! brus fo}ku
gksdj mUgksaus ,slk fd;k\**

dqatikrqEEkk Hkh cksyh] ^^;k vYykg! D;k
vkSjr tkr dks rwus iSjksa rys dqpyus ds fy,
gh iSnk fd;k gS\**

ukjk;.ku us g¡ldj vkxs dgk] ^^fo|k
nnkfr fou;e~A ijarq ;gk¡ rks ckr mYVh FkhA
fou; ds fcuk fo|k] E;ku fcuk vgadkj dh
[kqyh ryokj gSA ;w¡ le>ks] ,d es/kkoh Nk=k
tks bruh izfr;ksfxrk ,oa ijh{kkvksa ls gksdj
ltZu curk gS] og vxj pan pk¡nh ds VqdM+ksa
ds fy, ejht dks cpkus ds ctk; mlds xqnksZa
dk xSj&dkuwuh O;kikj djs rks D;k og MkWDVj
dgykus ;ksX; Hkh gS\ ,slh fo|k fdl dke
dh\**

oSls] jktk us Hkh iwNk Fkk] ̂ ^,slh pht D;ksa
ek¡x jgs gSa vki\**

oj#fp us mUgsa le>k;k] ̂ ^jkT; ds dY;k.k
ds fy, ;g ije vko';d gSA D;ksafd ogh
,d ^ij;k* tkfr dh yM+dh jkT; esa ?kksj
veaxy dk dkj.k cusxhA**

ijarq gksuh dks dkSu Vky ldrk gS\ ml
cPph dks rks mlds ek¡&cki dh xksn ls jktk ds
vknfe;ksa us Nhu fy;k] ysfdu ?kkrd us lkspk]
^vjs] bl uUgh&lh tku ls jkT; esa ,slh D;k
eqlhcr vk,xh\ bls ekjdj D;ksa iki dk
Hkkxh cuw¡\* lks] mlus ml cPph dks ,d dVs
gq, dsys ds rus ij fyVkdj unh esa cgk fn;kA
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o"k Z chrrs x,A ,d ckj
?kwers&?kwers oj#fp us ,d czkg~e.k
ifjokj esa ,d jkr Bgjus dk fu'p;
fd;kA ml czkg~e.k us tc mlls
vius ?kj Hkkstu xzg.k djus ds fy,
dgk rk s oj#fp us ,d 'kr Z
j[kh&&&&mldh dwV ckrksa dks le>dj
vxj dksbZ ijksls rHkh og Hkkstu dj
ldrk gSA czkg~e.k cspkjk D;k djs\
ijarq mldh yM+dh us mlds lokyksa
dk lgh&lgh tokc ns fn;kA mldh
rh{.k cqf) ds dk;y gksdj oj#fp
us czkg~e.k ls dgk] ^^eSa vkidh iq=kh
ls fookg djuk pkgrk gw¡A**

'kknh rks gks xbZ] ij ckn esa ckrksa&gh&ckrksa
esa mls irk pyk fd ;g rks czkg~e.k dh viuh
dU;k gS gh ughaA bls mu yksxksa us mlh unh esa
cgrs gq, ns[kdj mBk fy;k FkkA fQj
iky&iksldj bruk cM+k fd;kA

oj#fp us lkspk] HkkX; dk fy[kk dkSu
Vky ldrk gS\ FkksM+s fnuksa ds i'pkr os viuh
iRuh dks ysdj rhFkZ;k=kk ij fudy iM+sA
uhykorh unh ds fdukjs&fdukjs os pyrs jgsA
;gk¡ ls ogk¡] ,d ns'k ls nwljs ns'k] os pyrs
jgsA yx jgk Fkk] mudh ;k=kk dHkh u [kRe
gksxhA blh ;k=kk ds nkSjku mudh dqy ckjg
larkusa gqbZaA gj ckj larku ds tUe ysus ij
oj#fp viuh iRuh ls iwNrs] ^^cPps dk eq¡g
gS fd ugha\**

iRuh dgrh] ^^gk¡A**
rks os iRuh ls dgrs] ^^mls blh jkLrs ds

fdukjs NksM+ nksA vkSj vkxs pys pyksA**
igyh ckj iRuh us iwNk] ^^Lokeh] ,slk

vkns'k D;ksa dj jgs gSa\**
oj#fp dk mÙkj Fkk] ^^tc bZ'oj us eq¡g

fn;k gS rks Hkkstu dh O;oLFkk Hkh ogh djsaxsA**
vkf[kj tc ckjgoha larku gqbZ rks ek¡ ls

jgk ugha x;kA ifr ds dgus ij ckj&ckj
larkuksa dh cfy nsus ls mlds nq[k dk dksbZ
fBdkuk u FkkA bl ckj oj#fp ds iwNus ij
mlus dgk] ̂ ^ugha izHkq] bl cPps dk rks eq¡g gh
ugha gSA**

^^rks fQj bls vius lkFk ys pyksA**
dgrs gq, os vkxs c<+ x,A
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ek¡ dh vk¡[kksa eas eerk ds vk¡lw Nyd
vk,A mlus cPps dks viuh xksn esa mBk fy;k
vkSj nw/k fiykus xbZA ijarq ;g D;k! ml cPps
dk rks lpeqp eq¡g ugha FkkA _f"k;ksa dh dgh
gqbZ ckr blh rjg lPph lkfcr gksrh gSA

ijarq ml iRFkjfny iafMr dks vius bl
vHkkxs cPps ij Hkh tjk Hkh rjl ugha vk;kA
vktdy ds iyDdM+ ftyk es a fLFkr
dneikthiqje ds ikl ,d igkM+h ij mlus
ml cPps dks R;kx fn;k vkSj vkxs c<+ x;kA
vkt ml igkM+h dk uke gS ̂ osYykDdqfUuyIiu*]
vFkkZr fcuk eq¡gokys igkM+ dk nsoA

xk;=kh us iwNk] ^^fQj\ vkxs D;k gqvk
nn~nk\**

dgkuh vc [kRe gksus pyh Fkh---
^^oj#fp dk gj iq=k izfrf"Br fo}ku

iafMr cukA pkjksa vksj mudh izflf) gqbZA cM+s
gksus ij HkkbZ us HkkbZ dks igpku Hkh fy;kA
ckjg Hkkb;ksa us fu'p; fd;k fd ge o"kZ esa
,d ckj vo'; ,d LFkku ij feysaxsA vr%
oj#fp dh e`R;q ds i'pkr muds okf"kZd
Jk) ds fnu ckjgksa HkkbZ lcls cM+s HkkbZ
estkFky vfXugks=kh ds bYye ;kuh fuokl ij
feyrs FksA**

^^vIiqiu] naxs ls bl dgkuh dk D;k
eryc\** xk;=kh dks tYnh Fkh D;ksafd vxys
LVs'ku ij mUgsa mrjuk tks FkkA

ukjk;.ku g¡l fn,] ^^rks lqu! dgk tkrk
gS fd dsjy esa ftruh Hkh tkfr;k¡ gSa lHkh bu

ckjg HkkbZ ds oa'kt gSaA ;kuh lHkh mUgha Hkkb;ksa
ds ijiksrs ds ijiksrs ds ijiksrksa dh larkusa gSaA
lHkh HkkbZ&HkkbZ gSa] fQj Hkh ,d&nwljs dks dkV
[kkrs gSaA dgrs gSa fd vfXugks=kh dh larkusa
czkg~e.k dgyk,A mlh rjg] iDdukj ls ̂ ij;k*
tkfr cuhA isje/kpku ls c<+bZA ;gk¡ rd fd
mIiqdksV~Vu ls eqfLye laiznk; cukA**

^^vjs!** dqatikrqEek dks Hkh vpjt gqvkA
^^oSls rks ;g lc dgkuh gSA D;ksafd

Hkkjro"kZ esa bLyke rks dkQh ckn esa vk;kA
570 bZloh esa rks iSxacj gtjr eqgEen lkgc
dk tUe gh gqvk FkkA Hkkjr dh igyh efLtn
;gha Økaxkuksj eas cuh FkhA og Hkh dkQh ckn
esaA fQj Hkh bl dgkuh esa ftanxh dh ,d
lPpkbZ gSA**

dqatikrqEek vuk;kl cksy iM+h] ̂ ^ge lc
vkne vkSj gkSok dh vkSykn gSaA**

^^fcydqy] vkSj naxsckt blh lPpkbZ dks
>qBykuk pkgrs gSaA**

Vªsu viuh eafty igq¡p pqdh FkhA
lh&26@36&40,] jkedVksjk
okjk.klh&221001 ¼m-iz-½

lwpuk % fiz; ikBd] lkr leqanj dk ;g
21ok¡ vkSj vafre Hkkx gSA ;g /kkjkokfgd
vkidks dSlk yxk] gesa vkidh izfrfØ;k dk
bartkj jgsxkA

&laiknd
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Uttrakhand : Abode of Temples
Aman Kumar Gupta

Hmm from where to start? Okay let us
start from the Varanasi Junction where
me and my grandfather were waiting for
Doon Express to arrive.  Suddenly a loud
sound was heard.  Yes, it was of Doon
Express which was our first step towards
journey to Haridwar situated at 920 km
and the journey covers about 18 hours.
Soon, we were on our respective seats
and the train moved towards the goal.
The train was moving on with a roar.  After

eight hours at about  10.00 pm, we were
at Lucknow Junction where we decided
to have our dinner. Before going to
sleep, I wished my grandfather "good
night".

It was a very pleasant morning when
I looked through the window. We saw a
range of mountains.  At about 8.00 am
we were at the Haridwar station which
has about six platforms.  Outside there
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was a huge statue of Lord Shiva.  I took
out camera and captured my first picture.
My grandfather collected the details of
the onward journey and decided to take
rest at an Ashram with about 2 km from
the Haridwar station.  It was a big Ashram
which has about 501 rooms. After
getting afresh, we walked towards the
'Ghat of Haridwar' which was about
1.5 km from the Ashram and 3.5 km from
the  Haridwar station.

About 200 m before the Ghat, a
sweet sound came to my ears. It was the
sound of river which was flowing at high
speed. We took bath in the river 'Ganga'.

Then my grandfather decided to go
to Rishikesh and we took a Vikram for
our next journey. It takes about
20 minutes.  Rishikesh is about 25 km
from Haridwar.  My grandfather showed
me the two hanging bridges at Rishikesh
which have been named as Lakshman
Jhula and Ram Jhula at Rishikesh.  At the
bottom of mountain, flows river
Ganga—its flow being ideal for rafting.

Again we reached the Ashram and
planned for our dinner at mess.  My
grandfather informed me that he had
booked two tickets for Badrinath too,
which is about 160 km from Haridwar.
It takes about 16 hours because it is hilly
area and one has to spend night on the
way.

So, I was in the bus.  Our bus stopped
at Jalwa where we took a lodge whose

owner Kumar was quite a funny person.
After spending the night at the lodge, we
woke up in morning and then we put on
our winter clothes.  It was the month of
June still the temperature was about
10-12°C.

At 9.00 am, we were at the
Badrinath. Opposite Badrinath temple,
there is a Kund which contains hot water.
After the worship we went to a tea-stall.
The owner told us that in the months of
September till March, they leave the
place because the whole area of
Badrinath gets covered with the snow.

When my grandfather asked him
who takes care of the temple during
winter? He informed, "Indian Army"
takes control.  He told us that at a
distance of 2 km in North, there lies
Indo-China border.

There is a place named Bheem Pul.
We reached there. Bheem Pul was a big
rock pulled in between two mountains
which was used as a bridge.  We were
informed that when Pandavas of
Mahabharat were on the way to Swarg,
Bheem built it. The cost of food at the
5875m above the sea level was very high.
Then I saw a shop on which an interesting
note was written—It's the last shop on
the "Indian territory".  I bought a packet
of potato chips from the shop.

It was the last destination of our
journey.
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Varanasi : The City of Ghats
Gautami Singh

"A very warm good morning in this
beautiful weather with a cup of hot
coffee", said somebody.  I opened my
eyes coming out of world of fantasy, "Oh
she was Maa! "What's good about this
morning?" I asked Maa.  "We are going
to visit Varanasi and the reservation is
of tomorrow," Maa replied.  I jumped out
of the bed in happiness and started to
pack my luggage.

My enthusiasm and excitement were
uncontrolled and I was eagerly waiting
for the next day.  I did not sleep whole
night. Oops! I forgot to inform you that
I live in Buxar (Bihar).  The next day we
reached station on time.  But the train
'Punjab Mail' was late by three hours.

I began to roam here and there at the
station and saw some distracting things
like the beggars at the station had
occupied a large part of the area which
make passengers suffer.

The train arrived at 9.30 am. We
searched  and took our  seats.  The train
started at 12.45 pm.

Meanwhile I decided to enjoy the
scene outside. The train stopped at
Chausa for few minutes and when it
crossed river Chausa something clicked
in my mind, and that was the battle of
Chausa.  My history teacher had told us

many things about that.  The river was
not too wide but had an appreciable
length.

It was the month of August so the
weather was neither too hot nor too cold.
Then the train crossed Gahumar.  I have
read that it is the largest village in whole
area. The view outside was really
fantastic.There was greenery everywhere
and the view of mustard field amazed me.
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The height of all the mustard plants
were similar and those seemed to
change with the breeze beautifully. Now
the train stopped at Mughalsarai.  Then
the train crossed river Ganga, the most
sacred river as per Hindu mythology.
The train slowed down at the bridge.  It
seemed that we were swinging in the lap
of our mother, river Ganga. The train
also seemed to pay gratitude to the river
Ganga for letting it move over her
without any objection.

Now our destination arrived. It was
Kashi.  It was about 12 pm.  We stopped
in a hotel nearby.  After having meal, we
went to Sarnath.  It is the most beautiful
place I have ever seen. There were so
many temples.  One thing which
impressed me the most was that there
were two religious structures existing
side by side.  These belonged to
Buddhism and Jainism.

In one of temples, Lord Buddha was
sitting in the midst of his five disciples
and was preaching. I saw many pieces of
clothes hung around that place and learnt
that people write their wishes and hang
them there and Lord Buddha fulfills
them. The place was peaceful and
beautiful.  Then we went to a museum.
There were many things which I had
never seen before. The weather was quiet
unusual, it seemed as it would rain but
still it did not affect our enthusiasm.

Then we visited the Zoo and saw
many crocodiles, deers etc.

The next day was Monday and it was
the month of Shrawan according to
Hindu mythology. We decided to visit
the temple of Baba Vishwanath. We
started in morning at 9 am and reached
at 10.30 am this delay was due to crowd
of Kawarias.  We had darshan of Lord
Shiva after of two hours.  I poured milk
over Shiva-linga. Then we left for
Durgakund to worship Goddess Durga.
The temple was also very attractive and
beautiful.

Now we visited BHU Campus. There
were greenery everywhere. Then we left
for Ganga aarti.  This was the best thing
I saw in Varanasi. People gathered in a
large number and were paying their
gratitude to the river Ganga.  We tasted
Varanasi paan, peda and  longlatta. They
were too yummy.  We went to Jalans and
bought few Varanasi sarees.  We returned
late in the night due to heavy traffic.  It
took three hours to reach the hotel.

I would recommend to use private
vehicles to enjoy the beauty of Varanasi
and also to avoid traffic.  This was the
most enjoyable trip I ever had.

The next day we went to Cant station.
Our train Upper India arrived at 9 am.
This was the end of my most memorable
journey.
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vle % dkthjaxk] pk;&ckxku vkSj eS[kyk pknj
dkfeuh 'kekZ

eSa vius ifjokj ds lkFk vle BaM ds ekSle
esa xbZ FkhA okjk.klh ls vle dh vksj tkus
okyh ^frulqfd;k esy* feyhA ml Vsªu ls
;k=kk djus ds fy, gesa okjk.klh ds LVs'ku ij
lqcg ds 4 cts tkuk iM+k FkkA gesa irk Fkk fd
vle dh ;k=kk ds fy, yxHkx rhu fnu dk
le; yxrk gS] blfy, geus vius ?kj ls gh
[kkus&ihus vkSj vius euksjatu dh oLrq,¡ ys yh
FkhaA tc geus Vsªu idM+h rks viuh lhVksa dks
<w¡<+us esa dqN oDr yxk] D;ksafd Vsªu esa cgqr
HkhM+ Fkh vkSj gekjh lhVksa ds ikl gh dqN yksx
cSBs gq, FksA blfy, gesa lhV ugha fey jgh
FkhA fQj dqN le; ckn gesa viuh lhV fey
xbZ vkSj ge lc vius lkeku ds lkFk lhVksa
ij cSB x, FksA

eSa vkSj esjh nhnh jkLrsHkj viuh Mk;jh esa
viuh&viuh ckrsa fy[k jgs Fks D;ksafd gesa
lcls vPNh ckr yxrh Fkh Mk;jh esa viuh
;k=kk dk o.kZu fy[kuk] vkSj eSa vkSj esjh nhnh
viuh ;k=kk dk vuqHko viuh nksLrksa dks Hkh
i<+krh FkhaA os Hkh cgqr&lh phtsa tku tkrh FkhaA
mUgsa gekjh Mk;jh i<+uk vPNk yxrk FkkA eSa
vkSj esjh nhnh vkSj nksLr fHkUu&fHkUu LFkkuksa ij
tc tkrs Fks rks vius&vius vuqHkoksa dks Mk;jh
ds ek/;e ls izdV djrs FksA eSa vius ifjokj
ds lkFk cgqr [kq'k Fkh A

;k=kk ds nkSjku esjh vkSj nhnh dh eqykdkr
,d efgyk ls gqbZ tks lektlsoh FkhaA og cgqr
lknxhiwoZd yksxksa ls ckr dj jgh FkhaA mUgksaus
eq>ls Hkh ckr dhA eq>ls esjk uke iwNk vkSj
eSaus Hkh mudk uke iwNkA mudk uke flrkjk
FkkA og vius LoHkko ls Hkh vPNh yx jgh
FkhaA  eSaus muls iwNk fd vki dgk¡ tk jgh gSa rks
mUgksaus crk;k fd og vius csVs dh 'kknh esa tk
jgh gSaA ^^og dksydkrk esa jgrk gS vkSj eSa
xyrh ls nwljs Vsªu esa cSB xbZ gw¡A** eSaus ;g lc
ckrsa vius ikik dks crk nh Fkha vkSj esjs ikik
us mudh enn djus ds fy, Vsªu dh psu [khap
nh ftlds dkj.k Vsªu #d xbZ vkSj og nwljs
LVs'ku ij mrj xbZaA le; <yus yxk vkSj ge
lc okjk.klh ls cgqr nwj vk x, FksA

gekjh rhu fnu dh ;k=kk esa ,d fnu xqtj
pqdk FkkA vxys fnu nhnh vkSj eSa ,d LVs'ku
ij mrjs vkSj ogk¡ ij ikuh ls vius psgjs lkQ
fd, vkSj dqN nsj rd ge lkFk&lkFk LVs'ku
ij ?kwers jgsA LVs'ku ij fHkUu&fHkUu izdkj dh
oLrqvksa dk Ø;&foØ; gks jgk FkkA gj dksbZ
vius&vius dke esa O;Lr yx jgk FkkA eSaus
mlls igys dHkh Hkh ,slk ǹ'; ugha ns[kk FkkA
vkSj fQj] nhnh vkSj eSa  Vsªu esa cSB xbZ vkSj Vsªu
pyus yxhA ml oDr ns[kk fd ,d NksVk&lk
cPpk vius nksuksa gkFkksa esa puk fy;s tksj&tksj
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ls fpYyk jgk Fkk] ^^puk ys yks---puk
ys yks---!**

vkSj fQj og esjs f[kM+fd;ksa ds ikl vkdj
eq>ls cksyk] ^^nhnh] puk ys yksA** mlls puk
[kjhnus gh okyh Fkh fd Vsªu pyus yxh vkSj eSa
puk ugha [kjhn ikbZA eq>s cgqr [kjkc yxk] ij
eSa D;k djrh! vkSj bl rjg vle igq¡p xbZA

rhu fnu dh ;k=kk ds ckn vle igq¡ph Fkh
blfy, eSa vkSj esjh nhnh cgqr Fkd pqds FksA
nhnh ek¡ ls rqjar cksyh fd ^^ek¡] vc ge lc
dgk¡ tk,¡xs\** bl ij esjh ek¡ cksyh] ^^gksVy
esaA** eSa vkSj nhnh [kq'k gks x, vkSj g¡lus yxsA

fQj dqN nsj esa ikik VeVe ys vk,A eq>s
VeVe ij cSBus esa Mj yx jgk Fkk blfy, eSa
vius ikik ds ikl cSBh Fkh] vkSj tc VeVe
pyk rks eSaus ikik dks cgqr tksj ls idM+ fy;k
vkSj cksyh] ^^ikik] ge vkWVks ls pysa\** ikik
g¡ldj cksys] ^^;gk¡ ij vkWVks cgqr de pyrk
gS vkSj BaM ds le; rks cgqr gh deA** eSa fQj
;g lc lqudj cSB xbZ vkSj VeVe py iM+kA
ge lc gksVy ds ikl igq¡p pqds FksA

gksVy esa cSBdj ge lcus ogk¡ dk euilan
Hkkstu fd;kA eNyh vkSj pkoy esjh nhnh dks
cgqr vPNk yxkA ge lc vius&vius lkeku
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j[kdj lksus pys x,A fQj tc ge lqcg mBs
rks lQj dh ckrsa djus yxsA lqcg 11 cts
?kweus ds fy, ge lc rS;kj gks pqds Fks vkSj
dqN nsj esa ge vius ukuk ds ?kj igq¡pus okys Fks A

ukuk ds ?kj tkus esa rdjhcu ik¡p ?kaVs yx
ldrs Fks D;ksafd gksVy ls ukuk th dk ?kj cgqr
nwjh ij FkkA tc jkLrs ls xqtj jgs Fks rks gesa
pk; ds ckxku] ydfM+;ksa dh NksVh rFkk cM+h
nwdkusa fn[khaA vkSj Hkh dqN yksx fn[ks tks dqN
vyx&ls oL=k igus gq, Fks vkSj tc eSaus viuh
ek¡ ls iwNk fd ^;s lc efgyk,¡ D;k iguh gqbZ
gSa]* rks ek¡ us dgk] ̂ ^eS[kyk pknj gSA ;g fdlh
[kkl fnu iguk tkrk gS vkSj dqN yksx ges'kk
igurs gSaA**

eq>s eS[kyk pknj cgqr vPNk yxus yxk
FkkA dqN gh nsj esa ukuk th dk ?kj vk x;kA
fQj] eSa vkSj nhnh ukuk] ukuh vkSj ekek ls
feydj cgqr [kq'k gq,] vkSj [kq'k Hkh yx jgs
FksA ge lc nks fnu rd ?kj esa jgs vkSj fQj
ukuk ls ?kweus dh ckr dghA ukuk th us dgk
^^eSa ugha tkÅ¡xk] ekek ds lkFk pys tkvksA**
eSa cksyh] ^^gk¡] eSa vkids lkFk ?kweus tk jgh
gw¡A** og cksys] ^^Bhd gSA**

fQj ekek ds lkFk dqN gh nsj esa czg~eiq=k
unh ?kweus x, vkSj mls ns[kdj eq>s cgqr vPNk
yxkA un dh yackbZ&pkSM+kbZ dkQh vf/kd Fkh
vkSj mlds fdukjs&fdukjs uko vkSj fofHkUu
izdkj dh oLrq,¡ fn[k jgh FkhaA nhnh] ekek vkSj

eSaus uko dh lokjh dhA gesa cgqr vPNk yxk]
D;ksafd og un cgqr 'kkar Fkk vkSj cgqr lqanj
HkhA vkSj fQj ge dkthjaxk taxy  x, tgk¡
,d flag okys xSaMs FksA os cgqr de la[;k esa
FksA ikl gh ,d fpfM+;k?kj FkkA brus esa 'kke
gks xbZ vkSj ge ?kj tkus yxs A fQj] geus
vxys fnu pk; ds ckxku ns[ks tks gjk&Hkjk FkkA
ogk¡ ij efgyk,¡ vkSj NksVs mez dh yM+fd;k¡
pk; ds iÙks rksM+ jgh Fkha] vkSj os Hkh eS[kyk
pknj iguh gqbZ FkhaA pk; dh [ksrh lh<+hnkj
gksrh gS vkSj tc ge uhps ls Åij dh vksj
ckxku tk jgs Fks rks og cgqr vPNk yx jgk
FkkA ,slk izrhr gks jgk Fkk ekuks pk; ds ckxku
vkleku Nw jgs gSaA

jkLrs esa ydfM+;ksa dh NksVh&NksVh nwdkusa Hkh
Fkha tks vn~Hkqr Fkha rFkk ogk¡ ij ydfM+;ksa ds gj
lkeku fey jgs Fks A

bl rjg eSa vle ?kwehA fQj tc ukuh ds
lkFk lCth ysus xbZ rks ukuh us crk;k fd lCth
cktkj ls vkxs ,d f'koth dk eafnj gSA eq>s
ukuh ml eafnj ij ys xbZA eafnj ns[kdj eSa
cgqr [kq'k gqbZ D;ksafd eafnj ,d isM+ ds uhps Fkk
vkSj og flQZ ?kafV;ksa ls cuk gqvk Fkk vkSj
ns[kus esa cgqr euHkkou FkkA tc  okil okjk.klh
vkus yxh rks eq>s esjh ukuh us uhys jax dk
eS[kyk pknj fn;k tks eq>s vPNk yxkA ?kj
vkus ij eSaus viuh Mk;jh vkSj eS[kyk pknj
nksLrksa dks fn[kkbZ tks mUgsa cgqr vPNh yxhA
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Chennai : Endowed with Nature's Beauty
Ashish Kumar Gupta

My family hardly goes out for an
excursion. But when I was in Sixth
standard, my parents along with me went
to Chennai. At that time we lived quite
far from Chennai at Chittaranjan in West
Bengal.

I was very excited to go there
because I had never gone too far from
my home. Our journey started in the
morning at three o' clock. It was summer
season so the air outside was very cool
and it filled us with joy and excitement.
We went to the railway station at
Chittaranjan. The plan was to go to
Kolkata first and after that we had to
travel to Chennai.

So as planned we went to Kolkata by
train. It took five hours to reach there
and on reaching there my father went to
the inquiry counter to know about our
next train. Fortunately it was late by two
hours. We decided to have a look at
Kolkata. As soon as we came out of
station, the magnificient and marvelous,
Howrah Bridge was before our eyes. I
was very thrilled to see that. I forced my
parents to come along and when I
reached in the middle of it, the bridge
was shaking very badly. It seemed as if
an earthquake was shaking the bridge.

After spending little time on it we
took a bus and went to science
emporium. It was very large and
magnificient. When we went inside it
there were a large number of gadgets
with some basic science concepts. There
was invisible glass, motion sensors,
variety of cameras and lot of toys to play
with. We spent two hours there and then
we went to the railway station to board
our train.

When we reached the station, the
train was already there so we quickly
took our birth. We bought some guavas
to eat at the railway station. The train
departed from the station after fifteen
minutes. It would take three days to reach
there. It was a very long journey.

Luckily we met another family
going to Chennai in the same coach so
we had a company. The three days passed
very quickly. When we were in the region
of Southern railways, one thing I noticed
that cleanliness was well maintained
everywhere. The stations were very
clean. The eastern and northern regions
are not so clean. We crossed thousands
of fields, lakes and trees to reach
Chennai.
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We were at Chennai
around 4.00 am. The station
was magnificient. There were
plants all around in pots.
Some artificial coconut trees
were also enhancing the
beauty of the place. The air
was cool.

We were very tired and
so we all wanted to have a
sleep. My father booked an
auto rickshaw and we headed
for a Guest House. We
stopped  before a four
storeyed Guest House. We took a room
on rent and went into it using an elevator.
Our room was situated on the third floor.
We had a television in our room and two
wide windows were also there to have a
proper ventilation. We slept there for
about eight hours and woke up about
2.00 pm. We all were feeling hungry, so
my father went outside and bought three
big dosas for us. He also had a packet of
salt. I did not know why did he buy it.
Later I came to know that some people
don't use salt in their food.

We had our dosas and in the evening
we went to the Marina beach. Out Guest
House was quite near to it. We walked
the wet seashore for miles. There were
some stalls in which fried sea water fish
were being sold. When the sky became
dark we went into the sea water. The

water was very cool. I however
swallowed the sea water it tasted very
salty and dirty. We were at the beach till
9.00 pm. After that we headed towards
our Guest House with some idlis, rumali
rotis, sambhar and dosa. We had bath and
after that we had our dinner.

Next day we had to go to the Apollo
Hospital for the check-up of my mom.
The hospital was like a Bhool Bhulaia.
I got lost but later on I found my parents.

One day a change came to our
routine. We booked a travel bus to have
a look of city and do a little sight seeing.
We went to various places like the zoo,
snake park, BGP golden beach etc. There
were lots of jhulas there and that too
free of cost. In fact this was the last day
of my trip to Chennai. Next day we
headed towards Chittaranjan.
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It was a fresh summer morning of early
May. I went to the playground. My friend
Abhi asked me,"where were you for last
10 days?"

I was in Jammu and Kashmir during
the period.

This conversation is of 5 May 2014.
The journey I am telling about is my
journey to Jammu and Kashmir.  The
best journey of my life till now.  I know
that you all are also excited to know
about my journey as I am so excited to
tell you.

If you live in or around Varanasi and
like to leave early morning then the best
train is Shri Shakti Express which arrives
Varanasi Junction at 5.10 am.  This train
goes up to Katra Junction.  I got a
window seat and as everyone does I
began to look outside through window.

It was a fantastic view I was sinking
deep and deep in my thoughts but
suddenly I was brought back to my
senses by a sound.  The voice was of a
man selling breakfast items.  After a light
breakfast, I again went to the window
seat, but this time I was not interested
and fell asleep.  Thus, I reached Katra.
We went to my uncle's house in a jeep.
The journey started the next day with a

Jammu and Kashmir
Pratik Kumar Jha

visit to Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine which
was near to my uncle's house.  After the
worship, we came back.

Our next destination was Srinagar.
We reached there the next day.  It was
not bitter cold there, so a half sweater
was enough.  There we visited the places
that were worth not less than paradise.
We visited all the three Mughal gardens.
I was excited to see the pattern of the
flowers and grasses.  I think that there
would be a team of gardeners who
manage these all.  Of all, I liked the most
was Nishat Garden.  We also did
shopping there.  We bought carpets and
dry fruits from Raghunath Baazar.

The next thing I saw was really
astonishing.  The house boats on Dal
Lake.  We planned to spend one night
there.  There was a whole world floating
on a boat.  The hospitality on the boat
was also good.  We were also offered
'Kahwa' after the delicious food.

The next day we left for Gulmarg,
flowers were everywhere.  One who
wants adventure in life can trek in
Godola.  If you are a nature's lover then
you can see the cup-shaped meadows.
Then, we went to Sonmarg.  There was a
gold meadow of flowers which would
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fascinate everyone.

That night we
watched Rouf
Dance.  It was
different from
other Indian dances
but music was same
as north India.  The
next day, as we
were leaving for
Ladakh when we
found a few
children asking for
a lift.  You will be
surprised to know
that they were
going to school
which was
sithuated 12 km
away from their houses.

Till now I was telling about nature's
beauty which fascinated me but what left
an unforgettable impression on  me was
not nature's beauty but it's harshness.  The
place I am talking about is Siachen
Glacier.  It is the highest warfare  area
in the world.

I however regret the most for not
being able to visit Leh and Ladakh.  But
we went to Siachen Glacier through
Skardu that falls in Ladakh.  Siachen is
quite different from other places in
Jammu and Kashmir. The journey to
Siachen was really adventurous. Roads
were narrow, temperature very cool.  We
were in heavy woolen clothes.  On the

way, we saw 'Rino Glacier,' a group of
three glaciers.  The whole area was
covered with snow.  The temperature was
below 0'c even in late April.

When I reached Siachen, it was snow
all around.  I began to jump around.  My
uncle told me that it is fresh snow.
Suddenly, I saw a battalion of soldiers
moving around.  I was shocked to find
soldiers because they have to remain
there all the time, even in bitter and
killing winters of December and January.

I asked a soldier if he also attends
to duties during winter nights.  The
answer was, "We perform night duties
to make your days and nights pleasant."
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fnYyh % bafM;k xsV] eafnj vkSj xq#}kjk
nhif'k[kk

eSa ?kweus dh cgqr 'kkSdhu gw¡ blfy, gekjs
ifjokj us bl xjeh dh NqV~Vh esa Hkh ?kweus dk
fu.kZ; fy;kA eSa blls igys Hkh dbZ txg
?kweus xbZ] ij og ;k=kk eq>s [kkl ugha yxh FkhA
ysfdu okjk.klh ls fnYyh dh ;k=kk gekjh
;knxkj jghA ge lcus ebZ ds eghus esa ?kweus
tkus dk fVdV cqd djok fy;k D;ksafd xjeh
dh NqV~fV;ksa ds nkSjku HkhM+ cgqr gksrh gSA
blfy, ,d eghus igys gh gekjk fVdV dV
pqdk FkkA 30 twu] 2012 dks gekjh Vªsu FkhA
ml fnu cgqr xjeh Fkh vkSj yksx xjeh ls
cgqr ijs'kku Fks] ij tkus dh vyx [kq'kh FkhA
ge lc rS;kjh djds yxHkx 4-30 cts ?kj ls
LVs'ku ds fy, fudy iM+sA vkWVks idM+dj ge
eaMqokMhg LVs'ku igq¡ps vkSj dqN nsj bartkj
fd;kA FkksM+h nsj ckn gekjh Vsªu LVs'ku ij
vkdj yxhA gekjh Vªsu dk uke ^f'koxaxk
,Dlizsl* Fkk tks cgqr rst pyrh FkhA ge
vanj dksp esa x, vkSj viuk&viuk LFkku ys
fy;kA

eSa vkSj esjs HkkbZ&cgu lc f[kM+dh ds ikl
cSBus ds fy, >xM+k djus yxsA fQj ikik ds
dgus ij ,d lkFk f[kM+dh ds ikl cSBdj
ckgj dk vkuan ysus yxsA Vsªu py iM+h vkSj
FkksM+h nsj esa LVs'ku vkus yxkA yxHkx 5 ;k 10
feuV dk le; dqN LVs'kuksaa esa vkSj dqN esa

20&30 feuV yxkA esjh bl ;k=kk dk lcls
igyk LVs'ku Kkuiqj vk;kA ;gk¡ Vsªu 2&3
feuV ds fy, #dh vkSj fQj vk;k jktkrkykcA

;gk¡ Hkh dqN {k.k #ddj Vsªu pyus yxhA
eSa ogk¡ T;knkrj yksxksa dks lkeku ys tkrs gq,
ns[k jgh FkhA eSaus vius cM+s HkkbZ ls iwNk fd gj
vkneh ds ikl fdlh&u&fdlh pht dk cSx gS]
,slk D;ks\ esjs cM+s HkkbZ us crk;k fd ;gk¡ ls
lc yksx lkeku de nke esa [kjhndj ys tkrs
gSa vkSj ckn esa cM+s 'kgj ;k vius LFkku ij
tkdj bldh nksxquh dher ysrs gSaA blds ckn
Vsªu dk vxyk Bgjko bykgkckn dk FkkA ;gk¡
Vsªu 30 feuV ds fy, #dhA rc eSa igyh ckj
fdlh LVs'ku ij mrjhA esjs NksVs HkkbZ&cgu]
eEeh&ikik lc gesa Vsªu ls gh ns[k jgs FksA
igyh ckj eSa Vsªu ls mrjh Fkh D;ksafd gj ckj
eq>s lc NksVk dgdj Vsªu ls ugha mrjus nsrs Fks
;k dgrs Fks fd Vsªu py iMs+xh vkSj rqe ;gha jg
tkvksxhA FkksM+h gh nsj ckn ;g lqukbZ iM+k fd
Vsªu vc pyus okyh gSA ge lh/ks tkdj Vsªu esa
vius&vius LFkku ij cSB x, A

ml le; rd v¡/ksjk Hkh gks pqdk Fkk
blfy, geyksx jkr dk Hkkstu djds lks x,A
tc losjk gqvk rks eSa ckgj dk utkjk ns[krh jg
xbZ vkSj tc eSaus iwNk fd dkSu&lk LVs'ku vkus
okyk gS rc dqN yksxksa us crk;k fd dkuiqj rks
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dc dk tk pqdk gSA vc
cl fnYyh vkus gh okyh gSA
ysfdu ubZ fnYyh jsyos LVs'ku
ls igys NksVs&NksVs vusd
LVs'ku vkl&ikl esa gSaA eq>s
f[kM+dh ls fnYyh dk izfl)
izxfr eSnku fn[kkbZ fn;kA

;g izxfr eSnku eq>s cgqr
vPNk yxkA pkjks a rjQ
gfj;kyh Fkh vkSj u;k&lk fn[k
jgk FkkA ge lc f[kM+dh ls
ckgj ns[k jgs FksA ckgj dk
okrkoj.k cgqr vPNk fn[k
jgk FkkA eq>s cgqr [kq'kh gks
jgh Fkh D;ksafd eSaus ,slk
utkjk igys dHkh ugha ns[kkA
vc gekjh Vsªu izxfr eSnku ikj djrs gq,
fryd fczt igq¡ph vkSj ogk¡ Hkh 10 feuV ds
fy, #dhA ge fQj ckgj fudy x,A eSa
vk'p;Zpfdr gks xbZ bruk vPNk LVs'ku ns[kdjA
ogk¡ IysVQkeZ ij dksbZ dwM+k ugha utj vk jgk
Fkk vkSj ,dne lkQ fn[k jgk FkkA fryd fczt
dks ikj djrs le; Hkh /khek 'kksj lqukbZ iM+rk
FkkA ,slk yx jgk gS fd tSls Vsªu Hkh Mjrs gq,
dneksa ls py jgh gksA fQj tc ogk¡ ls Vsªu
pyh rks ,slk yx jgk Fkk tSls fd vkl&ikl ds
isM+] [kaHks vkfn lc phtsa Hkh lkFk esa nkSM+ yxk
jgh gkas] vkSj lkFk esa lw;Z Hkxoku HkhA

;k=kk yach FkhA f'koxaxk ,Dlizsl tks lqij

QkLV ,Dlizsl gS og Hkh gesa /kks[kk nsus yxhA
tc ge xkft;kckn igq¡ps Fks rc gesa ogk¡ nks
?kaVs #duk iM+k D;ksafd Vsªu ysV gks xbZ FkhA ge
ml le; Hkh Vsªu ls fudydj ckgj IysVQkeZ
ij [kM+s gks x, FksA rc esjk cM+k HkkbZ [khjk
[kjhndj ys vk;k vkSj f[kM+dh ds ikl ls vanj
HkkbZ&cgu vkSj eEeh&ikik dks Hkh fn;k vkSj
geyksx ckgj [kM+s gksdj [kkrs jgsA [khjk ls dqN
jkgr feyhA rHkh nwljs dksp ls fudydj ,d
fons'kh i;ZVd Hkh ckgj vkbZ ftldh os'kHkw"kk
vyx FkhA og [khjk okys nqdkunkj ds ikl xbZ
vkSj esjs [;ky ls mlus [khjs dk nke iwNk FkkA
ij nqdkunkj ugha le> ik;kA rc ,d vkneh
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us fpYykrs gq, iwNk&&&&dgk¡ tkvksxh] igys fganh
lh[k ysuk rc vkukA eq>s FkksM+k cqjk yxk ;g
ckr lqudjA fQj ogk¡ ls Vsªsu pyh vkSj ge
fnYyh igq¡p x,A

fnYyh igq¡pdj ge ,d gksVy esa #ds vkSj
ml fnu vkjke fd;kA nwljs fnu ge ?kweus ds
fy, lcls igys caxyk lkfgc x,A ogk¡ lcdks
flj ij ck¡/kus ds fy, ,d nqiV~Vk vkSj :eky
fn;k x;kA fQj geus xq#}kjk esa izos'k fd;k]
ogk¡ dk izlkn [kk, tks 'kq) nslh ?kh esa cuk;k
x;k gyok FkkA eq>s og cgqr ilan vk;kA
mlh xq#}kjk esa ,d cM+k rkykc Fkk ftlesa
lqanj&lqanj eNfy;k¡  rSj jgh FkhaA vkSj ogk¡ ds
lsoknkj ikuh ls iwjk Q'kZ /kks jgs FksA  rkykc
ds chp ,d iksLVj yxk Fkk fd vki lsok
djuk pkgrs gaS rks dj ldrs gaSA fQj ikik
lfgr ge yksx >kMw+ yxkus yxsA

mlds ckn ge yksVl Vsaiy x,A tc ge
vanj izos'k djus okys Fks rks gesa le>k;k x;k
fd vanj 'kkafr cuk, j[kuk gS vkSj eksckby
vkWQ djuk gSA tc ge lc vanj x, rks cM+h
'kkafr eglwl gqbZA dqN nsj ckn ge ogk¡ ls
fudys vkSj uhps rkykc ds ikl vkdj cSB
x,A og txg cgqr BaMh FkhA ogk¡ xjeh dk
irk gh ugha py jgk FkkA ogk¡ ls tkus dk eu
ugha dj jgk Fkk] ij tkuk rks Fkk ghA ge ogk¡
ls ckgj vk, vkSj xksyxIis&pkV bR;kfn [kk,
vkSj vius gksVy okil py fn,A geus [kkuk
[kkus ls euk dj fn;kA fdarq eEeh&ikik us

FkksM+k&lk [kkuk vkWMZj fd;k] vkSj [kk;kA ckn esa
ckr djrs gq, ge lc lks x,A

nwljs fnu gesa ogk¡ ls dkydk th eafnj
tkuk FkkA ge lc lqcg mBdj rS;kj gks x,
vkSj dkydk th eafnj ds fy, fudy fy;sA
ogk¡ ij bruh yach ykbu yxh Fkh fd gesa yxk
ekuks ge okjk.klh ds fo'oukFk eafnj vk x,
gksaA ogk¡ gesa yacs bartkj ds ckn dkydk th ds
n'kZu gq,A ogk¡ gesa izlkn esa yM~Mw feysA mlh
fnu vkSj txg ?kwers&?kwers ge 'kke esa bafM;k
xsV igq¡psA eq>s ogk¡ T;knk etk rks ugha vk;k]
ij ge lcus ogk¡ cgqr lkjs QksVks f[kapok,A
ogk¡ ds xksyxIis [kk, tks eq>s cgqr Hkk,A vkSj
Hkh phtsa [kkbZaA mlds ckn geus gksVy esVªks ls
tkus dk fu.kZ; fy;k] ftlls ge esVªks Hkh ?kwe
ldsaA okdbZ] esVªks dk lQj cgqr etsnkj FkkA
lQj dsoy 15 feuV esa gh iwjk gks x;k] vkSj
ge vius gksVy igq¡p x,A

vxys fnu gekjh okilh dh ;k=kk 'kq: gks
xbZ FkhA gekjh okilh dh Vsªu 12-30 dh FkhA
Vsªu ,d ?kaVk ysV Fkh vkSj bruh T;knk xjeh Fkh
fd thuk eqf'dy gks x;kA Vsªu vkrs gh geyksxksa
us QVkQV viuh&viuh lhV yhA vc Vsªu
fnYyh NksM+us yxh FkhA fnYyh ls fudyrs oDr
fnYyh dh lqugjh ;knsa viuh iydksa esa can dj
eSa lks xbZA tc mBh rks eqxyljk; LVs'ku vk
x;k FkkA LVs'ku ij vkWVks idM+dj ge vius
?kj igq¡p x,A
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Mystical Shirdi
Dharmesh Kumar

It was summer vacation.  We planned to
visit a religious and historical place. I
was filled with joy. I was going out of
Varanasi after a long time. I would see
the great city of Shirdi famous for Shirdi
Sai Baba temple. It is a big and beautiful
temple. The  city is in Maharashtra. The

distance is about 1856 km from
Varanasi.

We booked tickets of the
Mahanagari Express one month in
advance into second class compartment.
We started our journey in the morning.
The date was 21 May 2014. We reached
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the station, there was a big crowd over
there. People were waiting for the train.
Some coolies were having the luggage
of the passengers on their heads.

After a few minutes the train came.
It was 11.00 am. People rushed towards
the train. When we entered the train, we
looked inside the compartment. We soon
found our seats which were reserved.
There were not many passengers in my
compartment. Some of them were
reading the morning edition of
newspaper. Some were engaged in talks.
Some like me were enjoying the sight
outside.

The train touched Mirjapur junction
after some time. A tea vender went past
us. We enjoyed tea. At 12.30 pm the train
started. Soon it picked up the speed and
began to run very fast. It sped through
smaller stations. On either sides were
green fields. From time to time a hillock
or a rivulet could be seen.

The train steamed off again. A ticket
checker came and checked our tickets.
There was one man without ticket. He
paid the extra charges and the ticket
checker made out a ticket for him.

From time to time hawkers would
get into and sell articles. Sometimes a
begger too would get in. He would start
singing and ask for money. Occasionally
a train from the opposite direction

would suddenly shoot past us. Everyone
would get startled.

We reached at Jhaja junction at
7.25 pm. My father bought meal for me.
I was hungry. So I enjoyed the meal. The
charge was reasonable.

The train sped fast. I fell asleep. The
name of Durgapur however entered my
ears. I looked out. There stood the giant
Durgapur Steel Plant. The train rolled on.
After half an hour around 2.50 pm the
train was being drawn by an electric
engine. It now picked up more  speed.

We reached Manmad at 9.00 pm.
The station was very beautiful and clean.
The dustbins were placed everywhere at
the railway station of Manmad. From
railway station I asked a person the
distance between Manmad and Shirdi. He
told me that Shirdi was 10  km away. We
went to Shirdi by bus. After half an hour,
we reached Shirdi. The city looked very
beautiful and clean. After having
breakfast, we went to Dharmashala where
we took rest. We decided to visit the
temple in the morning at five.

Shirdi Temple looks very beautiful
and I got excited. We passed night there.
In the morning, we went to Shani
Shingnapur which is famous for the
temple of God Shani.Then after  two days
we came back to Varanasi.
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My First Train Journey
Himalaya Kumar

Whenever we have to travel long
distances within the country, we travel
by train or aeroplane.  I still remember
my first train journey which I understood
when I was just about 8 years old.

I experienced the journey when my
parents took us all to Bodhgaya during
summer vacation.  We arrived at the
railway station of Varanasi around 7.00
am to catch the train to Bodhgaya.
Crowd had started gathering at the
ticketing counter to buy tickets and
there were long queues.  There we waited
for the train and saw many people rushing
to the platform.  Children were running
happily because they were going to
spend their holidays.  We quickly bought
some magazines, mints and chocolates.

The train finally arrived and we
scrambled into our coach to get to our
seats.  I was lucky to get a seat near the
window.  At last the guard blew the
whistle and the train moved slowly and
pulled out of the station.  This was a new
experience for me.

There were friendly passengers all
around and soon we started talking with
each other.  The scenery outside was
interesting and varied.  As we passed
through villages, I noticed fields of rice,
wheat, mustard and vegetables.  Trees,

bushes, rice
fields and huts
flashed past us
and we were
greeted by
village children
waving and
smiling at us
happily.

After about
three hours I felt
sleepy in spite
of rattling sound
of the wheels.
Suddenly there
was a jerk and the train came to a halt.
The engine hissed and breakes squeaked.
I woke up with a start and looked out of
the window.  We had reached a station.
Three minutes later, the train started
moving again and accelerated gradually
with same speed.

Finally, the train jerked to a
complete stop.  We had at last reached
our final destination.  This is the end of
my first journey of train.  But an
important thing that I noticed after that
journey so long back, I have made several
journey by train but that first journey
still lingers in my mind and thoughts.
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fgekpy izns'k dk lqanj ioZrh; {ks=k &&&& dqYyw&eukyh
eksgEen fljktqn~nhu valkjh

lqcg dk le; Fkk A ?kM+h dk vykeZ ̂ chi&chi*
dj jgk FkkA eEeh fpYykrs gq, dg jgh Fkh]
^^tYnh mBks] Ldwy ugha tkuk D;k\** eSa fcLrj
ij gh FkkA eSaus lekpkj i=k esa i<+k fd
fgekpy izns'k ds cQhZys lqanj igkM+ksa esa
vyx&vyx {ks=kksa ls yksx viuh NqV~fV;k¡ fcrkus
vk jgs gSaA

uoacj dk eghuk FkkA gYdh BaMh gok,¡
py jgh FkhaA eSaus ikik ls dgk] ̂ ^vxj eSa dHkh
?kweus tkÅ¡xk rks og eukyh gh gksxkA** BaM dh
NqV~fV;k¡ 'kq: gh gksus okyh FkhaA ge lc ogk¡
tkus dh rS;kjh esa yx
x,A uoacj&fnlacj ds
ekg es a ;k=kk djus
fgekpy izns'k tkuk gks
rks bl le; ogk¡ gksVy
feyuk eqf'dy gksrk gS
A

gekjh ;k=kk dk 'kqHk
vkjaHk ;gha ls gqvkA geus
okjk.klh ls dqYyw&eukyh
dh ;k=kk yxHkx nks fnu
esa 'krkCnh ,Dlizsl ls
dhA ;g lqcg esa tkus
ds fy, lcls vPNh Vªsu
gSA geus viuh t:jrksa

dk lkeku vius lkFk ys fy;kA tSls gh ge
okjk.klh jsyos LVs'ku igq¡ps] geus ogk¡ ns[kk fd
fVdV dkmaVj ij HkhM+ yxh gSA yksx ,d&nwljs
ds Åij /kDds ekjrs gq, fxj jgs gSaA ge lHkh
, +lh + dh QLVZ Dykl okys fMCcs esa cSB x,A

ge lc [kwc eLrh&etkd djrs gq, ogk¡
ds izd̀fr vkSj lkSan;Z ds ckjs esa lksprs gq, igq¡p
x,A rHkh ogk¡ ds dqN VSDlh pkyd gekjs ihNs
iM+ x,A muesa ls ,d us rks gekjh Vk¡xsa rd
idM+us dh dksf'k'k dh vkSj dgk&&&&̂ ^dgk¡ tkuk
gS lkgc\ lkeku dgk¡ gS lkgc\** geus mls



Readers’ Club Bulletin December 2014 / 25

gS lkgc\ lkeku dgk¡ gS lkgc\** geus mls
lfdZV gkml jksM ds ikl] tks 20 fdyksehVj
dh nwjh ij fLFkr Fkk] ogk¡ pyus dks dgkA
gekjk gksVy ogha ij fLFkr FkkA

Å¡ps f'k[kjksa dks ns[kdj ,slk yxrk Fkk
tSls iwjh nqfu;k dh ;g lcls [kwclwjr txg
gksA ogk¡ igkM+ksa okys jkLrksa ij BaMh gok,¡ py
jgh Fkha vkSj NksVs&NksVs euq"; Å¡pkbZ ls ns[kus
ij phaVh tSls yx jgs FksA

eq>s fdrkc eas fy[kh ,d ckr ;kn
vkbZ&&&&̂;knsa feBkbZ ds fMCcs tSlh gksrh gSaA ,d
ckj [kqy tk, rks ,d ugha dbZ [kkus dk eu
djrk gSA*

ge lc gksVy igq¡p x,A ik¡p fnu dh
cqfdax FkhA ftl gksVy esa ge Bgjs Fks] mlds
lcls utnhd djhc 30&40 fdyksehVj dh
nwjh ij eafnj fLFkr gS A ge lHkh nwljs fnu ogk¡
x,A LFkkuh; yksxksa dk dguk gS &&& ;g egkHkkjr
esa fgfMack nsoh ds HkkbZ fgfMack th dk eafnj gSA
Å¡ph ydfM+;ksa ij fVdk gqvk gSA bl eafnj ds
vkl&ikl dsnkj ds taxy gSa ,oa ;gk¡ dk eq[;
esyk Mqaxjh esyk gSA ;gk¡ tkus dk lcls vPNk
le; uoacj ds vkl&ikl dk gksrk gSA ;gk¡
dksbZ fVdV Hkh ugha yxrk A

ogk¡ tkdj eq>s ;g vglkl gks x;k Fkk
fd Hkxoku ij Hkjkslk rks djuk gh pkfg,A
'kke gksus ls igys ge lc fudy iM+sA jkLrs esa
vkrs gh dbZ lkjh leL;kvksa dk lkeuk Hkh
djuk iM+kA lwjt dk irk gh ugha FkkA BaMh

gok,¡ dku dkVrs gq, fudy jgh FkhaA igkM+h
jkLrksa ij Mj Hkh yx jgk FkkA fQj ge lc
vius gksVy igq¡p x,A

ogk¡ dh ,d [kkl ckr ;g gS fd yksxksa esa
nwljksa ds izfr vkReh;rk] lEeku vkSj vknj
dh Hkkouk gSA yksxksa dk izd̀fr ds lkSan;Z dks
fu[kkjus esa iwjk lg;ksx gSA NksVs&NksVs cPps
Ldwyksa ds fy, vuks[kh os'kHkw"kk esa tk jgs FksA
cPpksa ds psgjs ij ml nqfu;k dh lqanjrk vkSj
muds esgur dk izfrfcac >yd jgk FkkA LFkkuh;
yksxksa ls irk pyk fd tc cPps Ldwy pys tkrs
gSa rc mudh ekrk,¡ igkM+ksa ij dke djus pyh
tkrh gSaA 'kke dks dke [kRe djds cPpksa dks
ysus Ldwy pyh tkrh gSaA ogk¡ ds yksxksa esa izd̀fr
vkSj f'k{kk ds izfr dkQh yxko gSA  ge lHkh
dks ;g lc jksekapd yx jgk FkkA

ogk¡ ls djhc 50 fdyksehVj dh nwjh ij
eaMh esa] igkfM+;ksa ds chp] f'k[kj ij HkSjo dk
eafnj  fLFkr gSA eSa ogk¡ rks ugha x;k gw¡] ysfdu
yksx crkrs gSa fd djhc 20 gtkj lky igys
ogk¡ czg~ek vkSj f'ko ds chp cgl gqbZ FkhA f'ko
us czg~ek ls iwNk] ̂ ^bl vn~Hkqr lalkj dks cukus
okyk dkSu gS\** czg~ek us dgk] ^^eSa gw¡A** f'ko
Øksf/kr gq, vkSj mUgksaus czg~ek dk flj /kM+ ls
vyx dj fn;kA

ogk¡ vkSj Hkh dbZ txg ,sls gaS tks yksxksa dks
izHkkfor djrs gSA lksykax osys Hkh muesa ls
,d gSA
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Sarnath : Land of Culture and History
Nitish Kumar

In my text books I had read a lesson in
Hindi about the historical monuments
situated in Sarnath. So I decided to go
to Sarnath with my four friends Shivam,
Mohan, Nishant and M Mandal. We went
to Bhulanpur Railway station, took
tickets and waited for the train.

Shivam had brought a smartphone
with him, we decided to have prior
information about 'Shiv-Ganga Express'
Unfortunately, the train was late by two
hours. As the train was about to come
on the platform so we got ready. After
some time, the train reached Manduadih
railway station. There was great
hustle-bustle all around. So we thought
that perhaps a large
crowd was about to
come. This really
happened.

 Now, train
reached the Varanasi
railway station. Shivam
and Nishant left the
train for some time to
fill the water bottle;
then the train started.
We decide to take
some food. I opened
our bag and took food.
Train reached its

destination and we left the train. We went
to "Gyani Jyn Temple". It has a beautiful
statue of God Buddha. We took some
pictures.

After that we went to the Museum
and saw many historical stet which were
related to the time of Buddha and also
saw many statutes of God Buddha. All
were amazing but most attractive was the
'Ashok Chakra' with ring-like structure.
After sometime there we went to the
Zoo. There were many animals and birds
which are only seen on the pages of
books but now we could see different
types of animals and birds through our
eyes. We took some pictures of them.
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y[kfu;knjh % igkM+ ij etk
ruqtk 'kekZ

;w¡ rks gj lky xjeh ds ekSle esa ge fidfud
tkrs Fks] ij bl ckj ekeyk dqN vyx FkkA
bl ckj eSa vkSj esjs Hkb;k vkSj lkjs cPps Ldwy
dh vksj ls tk jgs Fks] vkSj og Hkh BaM ds ekSle
esaA gekjs Ldwy ds v/;kid vkSj v/;kfidkvksa
us feydj QSlyk fd;k fd bl ckj BaM ds
ekSle esa cPpksa dks ckgj ys tk;k tk,A fQj
gekjs d{kk&v/;kid }kjk crk;k x;k fd ge
lHkh yksx ̂ y[kfu;knjh* tk,¡xsA ge lHkh cPps
cgqr mRlkfgr Fks bl txg dh ;k=kk djus ds
fy,A d{kk&v/;kid us ge lHkh cPpksa dks
crk;k fd 21 fnlacj dks lkjs cPps izkr%
8-00 cts rd vius Ldwy vk tk,¡xsA eSa vkSj
esjs Hkb;k 5 cts mBdj viuh ;k=kk ds fy,
lkeku ,df=kr djds j[k jgs FksA tSls&&&&LosVj]
'kkWy] eksts] nLrkus vkfn] D;ksafd BaM ds ekSle
esa xeZ diM+s pkfg,A eSaus viuh rjQ ls dqN
nokb;k¡ Hkh j[k yhaA ek¡ vkSj eSaus feydj
viuh ;k=kk ds fy, dqN idoku vkSj uk'rk
rS;kj fd;kA pfy,] ns[krs gaS fd gekjh ;k=kk
dSlh jgh\

eSa vkSj esjs Hkb;k rS;kj gksdj fudy x,
Ldwy ds fy,A ge Ldwy igq¡ps rks ogk¡ igys gh
dkQh cPps vk pqds FksA vkSj dqN yksx ckdh
FksA vkf[kj ge lc ,d xzqi esa ,df=kr gks
x,A FkksM+h gh nsj esa gekjs Ldwy esa rhu clsa vk

[kM+h gqbZaA lkjs cPps cl esa p<+dj viuh&viuh
txg xzg.k djus yxsA eq>s f[kM+dh ds ikl
cSBuk Fkk] blfy, eSaus Hkb;k ds lkFk f[kM+dh
okyh lhV yhA gesa ^y[kfu;knjh* igq¡pus esa
ek=k 4 ?kaVs dk le; yxus okyk FkkA cl esa
dqN yksx vius lkfFk;ksa ds lkFk xkuk xk jgs Fks
rks dqN yksx pqVdys lqukus esa yxs FksA  dksbZ
f[kM+dh ls dSejs ,oa eksckby ls rLohjas [khap
jgs FksA eq>s vyx&vyx bekjr] iqy&igkM+]
[ksr&[kfygku] igkM+ksa dh pksfV;ksa dh rLohjsa
[khapuk vPNk yxrk gSA tc gekjh cl xk¡o ds
[ksrksa ds ikl ls xqtj jgh Fkh rks ljlksa] vkyw
,oa VekVj ds ikS/ks] vke ds cxhps] ve:n]
dsys] pdksrjk ,oa uhacw ds isM+ksa dks ns[kdj cgqr
gh vPNk yxkA ogk¡ brus lkjs isM+ksa dks ns[kdj
eu izlUu gks x;kA mlh BaM esa gYdh&gYdh&lh
lwjt dh fdj.ksa vk jgh FkhaA vfr lqanj izd̀fr
dk utkjk FkkA eq>ls vc jgk ugha x;kA eSaus
Hkh dSejk mBk;k vkSj izd̀fr dks dSejs esa dSn
djuk 'kq: dj fn;kA

;s lc dqN ns[krs&ns[krs vkf[kj ge lc
yksx ̂ y[kfu;knjh* igq¡p gh x,A cl ls mrjus
ds ckn vkxs c<+rs pys x, vkSj ns[kk] Å¡ps&Å¡ps
igkM+] gjs&Hkjs isM+&ikS/ks vkSj NksVs&NksVs Qwy ds
ikS/ks HkhA tc ge vkxs c<+s rks ns[kk fd dqN
vkSj Ldwy ,oa dk Wystk s a ds cPps Hkh
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?kwe jgs Fks] D;ksafd ;s txg gh
cgqr vPNh gSA  lHkh b/kj&m/kj
lewg esa cSBs FksA

FkksM+h nsj vkjke fd;kA lQj
esa vdlj cSBs jgus ls FkdkoV
eglwl gksus yxrh gSA ;s lc
ns[kdj cgqr vPNk yx jgk FkkA
lc vyx&vyx rjg ds idoku
tSls&&&&fpIl] uedhu] fcLdqV]
dqjdqjs czsM&idkSM+s] dVysV vkfn
yk, FksA FkksM+k&FkksM+k lHkh dk Lokn
fy;kA

FkksM+h gh nsj ckn lc feydj
igkM+ks a ij p<+us yxsA brus
Å¡ps&Å¡ps igkM+ksa ij dqN NksVs&NksVs ikS/ks rks
dqN cM+s&cM+s isM+ fn[k jgs FksA vkSj dqN ,sls
taxyh ikS/ks] Qy] tM+h&cwVh Fks tks fn[kus esa
lkekU; yx jgs FksA ij lj us crk;k fd ;s
lc taxyh isM+&ikS/ks] Qy] tM+h&cwVh gSaA blfy,
dksbZ Hkh bls u [kk,A ge lcus igkM+ksa ij
p<+dj [kwc mNy&dwn dh] vkSj dqN rLohjsa Hkh
f[kapokbZaA igkM+ksa ij p<+us esa vPNk yx jgk
FkkA gj txg ,dne [kqyk&[kqyk FkkA lj us
ge lcdks igkM+ksa ds dksus ij [kM+s gksus ls euk
dj fn;k FkkA

geyksx vc /khjs&/khjs igkM+ksa ls uhps mrjus
yxsA mrjuk cM+k vklku Fkk] ysfdu igkM+ksa ij
p<+uk cgqr eqf'dy FkkA vc geyksx uhps
mrj vk,A lHkh yksx >hy dh vksj tkus yxsA

ikuh BaMk Fkk vkSj cM+s&cM+s iRFkj Fks ftl ij
yksx [kM+s  gksdj QksVks f[kapok jgs Fks vkSj dqN
yksx ikuh esa Hkh [ksy jgs FksA dkQh le; gks
x;k Fkk vkSj vc geyksx viuk&viuk lkeku
ysdj cl dh vksj py fn;sA 'kke gksus dks vk
jgh FkhA cl pyus yxhA ge lcus tks vkrs
oDr lhV yh Fkh] ogh lhV vc nksckjk ys yhA
tSls gh cl pyh rks cl dh Nr ij dqN canj
vk x, vkSj mNy&dwn djus yxsA dqN canj
isM+ksa ij b/kj&m/kj Hkh mNy&dwn djrs fn[kkbZ
ns jgs FksA lc yksx mUgsa ns[kdj cgqr mRlkfgr
FksA FkksM+h gh nsj esa v¡/ksjk gks x;kA

ns[krs&ns[krs ge dc okil Ldwy igq¡p
x, irk gh ugha pykA
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Tourists' Delight : Mumbai and Goa
Himadri Singh

During the first week of November, we
went to Mumbai from Varanasi. My
father had reserved the tickets almost
two months in advance. The train was to
arrive at Varanasi at 5 p.m. We were busy
in packing things since the journey was
to begin in next two days. Some new
things were bought and old ones were
discarded. On the date of journey we
started for the station quite early. I was
very excited.

We went to the platform. We carried
our luggage to the place where the
reserved compartments were expected
to halt. Gradually the passengers started
to gather. People came with various
types of bags and suitcases. Some carried
their beddings too. Time for the train's
arrival was approaching. We were
getting very excited.

In the meantime, railway authority
announced that the train was about half
an hour late. My father checked the
reservation-list by this time. Anyway
time passed. The train arrived on the
track. People started moving to and fro.
It seemed as if the whole station was
moving.

As soon as the train stopped people
started jostling near the compartment
doors. We stood away with our

belongings. One gentleman shouted at
the people and told them to stand in the
queue. Luckily people listened to him.
We also stood there and gradually got
in. We found out our seats and kept the
luggage properly.

After a while the train moved.
People were at ease. I took a seat by the
window. It was nice to see outside. It was
dusk. The sky looked beautiful in multi-
colour.  Gradually it grew dark.
Passengers started taking dinner. We also
took our dinner and went to sleep. In the
morning we had tea at Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus, Mumbai from where we went
to a hotel. Outside the weather was
pleasant.

Next morning sight-seeing started
with darshan at Sidhi Vinayak and Haji
Ali Dargah near the seashore. It was very
hot, so we spent some time in a very
popular shopping mall near Dargah
which offered a variety of purchases. In
the evening, we went to the Gateway of
India by bus after visiting the Tarapore
Fish Aquarium at Marine Drive where we
saw scores of fishes including the
Piranha which can swallow a human
within seconds. After this we visited
Juhu Beach and played along the
sea shore and enjoyed bhelpuri,
panipuri, etc.
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On the fourth day, we visited the
Essel World and Water Kingdom. I was
very excited when we entered the Essel
world. After lunch in the Essel World,
we entered the Water Kingdom. It was a
dream come true to me! I enjoyed lots
of rides, artificial waves and greenery
with my family. It was an unforgettable
moment for me.

At night we boarded the train to Goa.
On the fifth day, in the afternoon we
reached Goa and checked in the hotel.
In the evening, we visited some of the
sea beaches like Calangute and Baga
where we enjoyed the motor sports.

On sixth day, we took a bus for early
morning trek to Baga Beach to enjoy the
music of sea water at the shore. In the
afternoon we visited Mangeshi Temple
and the oldest church of St. Xavier. In

the evening, my family visted Dona
Paula Beach. We spent some hours on
the cruise and enjoyed cultural
programes. It was a fantastic day for me!

On the morning of the seventh day,
we left for Mumbai by train and from
there we boarded the bus for
Mahabaleshwar.

On Eighth day, we found ourselves
in the shivering environs of
Mahabaleshwar which is a small and
lovely hill station. I trekked to many hill
points like Echo, Dinosaur, etc whole
day. On the way, we visited the
strawberry garden. In the evening, we
went to another hill station Panchgani
by bus.

Next morning we left for Mumbai
and there boarded the train to Varanasi.
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Jaipur : The Pink City
Nidhi Sharma

In the month of October me and my
family went to Rajasthan.  It was for the
first time that I was visiting Rajasthan.
How could I forget the journey?

On the fixed day, we packed up our
luggage and started for the station at
11 pm. Half an hour before the
scheduled time of the train we reached
the station and the train arrived.

My father asked me "Do you know
there are many cities in Rajasthan?"

I asked, how many? My Father said,
"Jaipur, Udaipur, Ajmer, Kota,
Jodhpur, Jaisalmer, Barmer, Marwar,
Bikaner, etc."

I asked my father, "Today, in which
place are we going?"

"Jaipur," he said.

"Jaipur is also
known as the Pink
City!" a local man said.
We looked around, a
tall man was standing
and in his one hand he
was holding a long
wooden stick. He was
wearing a red turban
and half frock like suit
and lungi and I knew

this dress is worn only by Rajasthani
men.

As the train moved, we looked out.
It was really a beautiful scene. At about
7 a.m. our train reached Jaipur. There
was a maddening rush and noise at the
station.

We reached hotel and booked a cart
and started our journey.

We first turned into a market and
enjoyed a puppet show.  It was a very
good experience for me.  We bought
different things and, then we saw
Ghummar dance.

Next day we planned to visit famous
historical places in Jaipur.
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We saw  Jodha Palace, Shish Mahal,
Hawa Mahal, Jantar Mantar, a famous
temple Kaali Mandir, Jal Mahal, Vijay
Stambh, City Palace and Amer Fort.

Next day my father suggested us to
visit Taj Mahal in Agra. We happily
agreed to this.

My father told us that  that the Taj
Mahal was built by the Mugal Emperor,
Shahjahan.  He had built it in the memory
of his beloved wife Mumtaz Mahal.  It is
a world famous mausoleum.

When I saw beautiful Taj then there
was only one thing was in my mind.

"Unbeliveable!"

I was surprised to see it which I can't
explain in words.

The Taj Mahal in Agra is one of the
seven wonders of the world as well as a
UNESCO World Heritage side.  It is an
iconic example of Mughal architecture.

The Taj gave us delight and an other
side the holy river Yamuna gave us the
peace mind.

It was my first visit to the cities of
historical importance. I returned home
unwillingly and carried away in mind a
happy memory of my visit to the
wonderful historical monuments.

So, don’t be late. Hurry up!

Are You

� A School/NGO/Publisher of Children’s Pleasure Reading Books

� A Govt. Organization engaged in promotion of  children’s reading habit

� A Newspaper, Magazine or Social Media for children

� An Individual Expert in the field of Children’s Literature

And do you want to

� Stage a skit/play on books and reading

� Hold a session/workshop/session on books and reading

� Organize a panel discussion and/or reading session

� Hold a seminar/discourse/talk on Children’s Literature

� A Children’s Authors’ meet

� Any event aimed at promoting reading habit among children…..

We can provide you a forum in the Children’s Pavilion

New Delhi World Book Fair

Pragati Maidan, New Delhi

14-22 February 2015

Interested?

Then write to The Director, National Book Trust, India, Nehru Bhawan, 5 Institutional Area, Phase II, Vasant Kunj, New

Delhi 110070 giving details about your organization/you and the proposed event (s) with date (s) by 31 Dec. 2014.

WELCOME TO NEW DELHI WORLD BOOK FAIR 2015



Readers’ Club Bulletin December 2014 / 33

Book Review

This is an interesting collection of seven
tales that amuse the readers. The stories
such as Be Prepared, Pret in the House,
White Mice and Home are funny and
delightful as they capture the innocence,
imagination and curiosity of growing up
children.

Ruskin Bond has authored over 500
books which have established him as one
of India's most beloved writers.

Tales to Make You
Smile

Tales to Make You Smile
Ruskin Bond

Illustrated by Amitava Sengupta
National Book Trust, India
` 90.00 56pp

A sensitive tale about a pond and the
marriage of two fishes and how the
entire episode brings to life some
existential issues which need to be
addressed for a harmonious living. The
commendable part is the contribution of
the kids in managing a crisis situation.

This title was developed in an
author-illustrator workshop held in Goa
from 26-29 June, 2012.

Punti’s Wedding

Punti’s Wedding
Dipanwita Roy

Illustrated by Debabrata Ghosh

Translated by Indrani Barua
National Book Trust, India
` 40.00 20pp




