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"I Learn Scientific Temper from Children'

On the occasion of the 88th birthday of
Prof. Yash Pal, one of the icons of
science communications in the country,
National Centre for Children's
Literature of National Book Trust, India
organised an interface with Prof. Yash
Pal on the topic Developing Scientific
Temper in Children at NBT Conference
Room, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi on
26 November 2014. The programme
began with an invocation song by the
students of the Akshay Pratishthan and a
welcome address by Dr M A Sikandar,
Director, NBT.

Deliberating on the occasion, Prof.
Yash Pal observed that, "we often talk
about developing scientific temper in
children but I feel that we, the grown-
ups should learn from children. I learn
scientific temper from children," he
said. Giving instance of a child who was
searching for his elder brother, who had
gone out to listen to the speech of Shri
Jawaharlal Nehru, thought of calling
Nehruji and how telephone was picked
by Nehruji himself, he observed that
scientific temper is behavioral than
theoretical.

While introducing the theme,
Dr Shekhar Sarkar, children's reading
habit promotion activist also felt that
scientific temper is not just the domain
of the scientists, it is a language of
common people. Participants in the
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meeting, especially children present on
the occasion also interacted with
Prof. Yash Pal and asked him several

questions related to the topic.
Ms Surekha Sachdeva from NCCL
offered vote of thanks. Shri Manas
Ranjan Mahapatra, Editor, NCCL-NBT
coordinated the programme.

Workshop on Creative Writing
This special issue carries the works of the
children developed in a Workshop organized
by National Centre for Children's Literature
of National Book Trust, India in collaboration
with Indian Railways at DLW Inter College,
Varanasi on 14-15 November 2014. The
theme of the workshop was Travelogue
Writing and participants were first made
aware of nuances of creative writing. Around
40 selected students and 10 teachers
participated in the workshop.
Shri Dwijendra Kumar, Assistant Editor, NBT
coordinated the workshop.

These travelogues will give our readers
a glimpse of children's perception of India.
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Uttrakhand : Abode of Temples

Aman Kumar Gupta

Hmm from where to start? Okay let us
start from the Varanasi Junction where
me and my grandfather were waiting for
Doon Express to arrive. Suddenly a loud
sound was heard. Yes, it was of Doon
Express which was our first step towards
journey to Haridwar situated at 920 km
and the journey covers about 18 hours.
Soon, we were on our respective seats
and the train moved towards the goal.
The train was moving on with aroar. After
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eight hours at about 10.00 pm, we were
at Lucknow Junction where we decided
to have our dinner. Before going to
sleep, I wished my grandfather "good
night".

It was a very pleasant morning when
I looked through the window. We saw a
range of mountains. At about 8.00 am
we were at the Haridwar station which
has about six platforms. Outside there

,,, s TIE .
. .14.11- l

TN sl
- |\|.1- premn .'

TERRITORY

December 2014 /7



was a huge statue of Lord Shiva. I took
out camera and captured my first picture.
My grandfather collected the details of
the onward journey and decided to take
rest at an Ashram with about 2 km from
the Haridwar station. It was a big Ashram
which has about 501 rooms. After
getting afresh, we walked towards the
'Ghat of Haridwar' which was about
1.5 km from the Ashram and 3.5 km from
the Haridwar station.

About 200 m before the Ghat, a
sweet sound came to my ears. It was the
sound of river which was flowing at high
speed. We took bath in the river 'Ganga'.

Then my grandfather decided to go
to Rishikesh and we took a Vikram for
our next journey. It takes about
20 minutes. Rishikesh is about 25 km
from Haridwar. My grandfather showed
me the two hanging bridges at Rishikesh
which have been named as Lakshman
Jhula and Ram Jhula at Rishikesh. Atthe
bottom of mountain, flows river
Ganga—its flow being ideal for rafting.

Again we reached the Ashram and
planned for our dinner at mess. My
grandfather informed me that he had
booked two tickets for Badrinath too,
which is about 160 km from Haridwar.
It takes about 16 hours because it is hilly
area and one has to spend night on the
way.

So, I was in the bus. Our bus stopped
at Jalwa where we took a lodge whose
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owner Kumar was quite a funny person.
After spending the night at the lodge, we
woke up in morning and then we put on
our winter clothes. It was the month of
June still the temperature was about
10-12°C.

At 9.00 am, we were at the
Badrinath. Opposite Badrinath temple,
there is a Kund which contains hot water.
After the worship we went to a tea-stall.
The owner told us that in the months of
September till March, they leave the
place because the whole area of
Badrinath gets covered with the snow.

When my grandfather asked him
who takes care of the temple during
winter? He informed, "Indian Army"
takes control. He told us that at a
distance of 2 km in North, there lies
Indo-China border.

There is a place named Bheem Pul.
We reached there. Bheem Pul was a big
rock pulled in between two mountains
which was used as a bridge. We were
informed that when Pandavas of
Mahabharat were on the way to Swarg,
Bheem built it. The cost of food at the
5875m above the sea level was very high.
Then I saw a shop on which an interesting
note was written—It's the last shop on
the "Indian territory". I bought a packet
of potato chips from the shop.

It was the last destination of our
journey.

ued wa gelfed



Varanasi : The City of Ghats

Gautami Singh

"A very warm good morning in this
beautiful weather with a cup of hot
coffee", said somebody. I opened my
eyes coming out of world of fantasy, "Oh
she was Maa! "What's good about this
morning?" I asked Maa. "We are going
to visit Varanasi and the reservation is
of tomorrow," Maa replied. I jumped out
of the bed in happiness and started to
pack my luggage.

My enthusiasm and excitement were
uncontrolled and I was eagerly waiting
for the next day. I did not sleep whole
night. Oops! I forgot to inform you that
I live in Buxar (Bihar). The next day we
reached station on time. But the train
'Punjab Mail' was late by three hours.

I began to roam here and there at the
station and saw some distracting things
like the beggars at the station had
occupied a large part of the area which
make passengers suffer.

The train arrived at 9.30 am. We
searched and took our seats. The train
started at 12.45 pm.

Meanwhile I decided to enjoy the
scene outside. The train stopped at
Chausa for few minutes and when it
crossed river Chausa something clicked
in my mind, and that was the battle of
Chausa. My history teacher had told us
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many things about that. The river was
not too wide but had an appreciable
length.

It was the month of August so the
weather was neither too hot nor too cold.
Then the train crossed Gahumar. I have
read that it is the largest village in whole
area. The view outside was really
fantastic. There was greenery everywhere
and the view of mustard field amazed me.
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The height of all the mustard plants
were similar and those seemed to
change with the breeze beautifully. Now
the train stopped at Mughalsarai. Then
the train crossed river Ganga, the most
sacred river as per Hindu mythology.
The train slowed down at the bridge. It
seemed that we were swinging in the lap
of our mother, river Ganga. The train
also seemed to pay gratitude to the river
Ganga for letting it move over her
without any objection.

Now our destination arrived. It was
Kashi. It was about 12 pm. We stopped
in a hotel nearby. After having meal, we
went to Sarnath. It is the most beautiful
place I have ever seen. There were so
many temples. One thing which
impressed me the most was that there
were two religious structures existing
side by side. These belonged to
Buddhism and Jainism.

In one of temples, Lord Buddha was
sitting in the midst of his five disciples
and was preaching. [ saw many pieces of
clothes hung around that place and learnt
that people write their wishes and hang
them there and Lord Buddha fulfills
them. The place was peaceful and
beautiful. Then we went to a museum.
There were many things which I had
never seen before. The weather was quiet
unusual, it seemed as it would rain but
still it did not affect our enthusiasm.
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Then we visited the Zoo and saw
many crocodiles, deers etc.

The next day was Monday and it was
the month of Shrawan according to
Hindu mythology. We decided to visit
the temple of Baba Vishwanath. We
started in morning at 9 am and reached
at 10.30 am this delay was due to crowd
of Kawarias. We had darshan of Lord
Shiva after of two hours. I poured milk
over Shiva-linga. Then we left for
Durgakund to worship Goddess Durga.
The temple was also very attractive and
beautiful.

Now we visited BHU Campus. There
were greenery everywhere. Then we left
for Ganga aarti. This was the best thing
I saw in Varanasi. People gathered in a
large number and were paying their
gratitude to the river Ganga. We tasted
Varanasi paan, peda and longlatta. They
were too yummy. We went to Jalans and
bought few Varanasi sarees. We returned
late in the night due to heavy traffic. It
took three hours to reach the hotel.

I would recommend to use private
vehicles to enjoy the beauty of Varanasi
and also to avoid traffic. This was the
most enjoyable trip I ever had.

The next day we went to Cant station.
Our train Upper India arrived at 9 am.
This was the end of my most memorable
journey.

ued #a gelfed
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Chennai : Endowed with Nature's Beauty
Ashish Kumar Gupta

My family hardly goes out for an
excursion. But when I was in Sixth
standard, my parents along with me went
to Chennai. At that time we lived quite
far from Chennai at Chittaranjan in West
Bengal.

I was very excited to go there
because I had never gone too far from
my home. Our journey started in the
morning at three o' clock. It was summer
season so the air outside was very cool
and it filled us with joy and excitement.
We went to the railway station at
Chittaranjan. The plan was to go to
Kolkata first and after that we had to
travel to Chennai.

So as planned we went to Kolkata by
train. It took five hours to reach there
and on reaching there my father went to
the inquiry counter to know about our
next train. Fortunately it was late by two
hours. We decided to have a look at
Kolkata. As soon as we came out of
station, the magnificient and marvelous,
Howrah Bridge was before our eyes. |
was very thrilled to see that. I forced my
parents to come along and when I
reached in the middle of it, the bridge
was shaking very badly. It seemed as if
an earthquake was shaking the bridge.
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After spending little time on it we
took a bus and went to science
emporium. It was very large and
magnificient. When we went inside it
there were a large number of gadgets
with some basic science concepts. There
was invisible glass, motion sensors,
variety of cameras and lot of toys to play
with. We spent two hours there and then
we went to the railway station to board
our train.

When we reached the station, the
train was already there so we quickly
took our birth. We bought some guavas
to eat at the railway station. The train
departed from the station after fifteen
minutes. It would take three days to reach
there. It was a very long journey.

Luckily we met another family
going to Chennai in the same coach so
we had a company. The three days passed
very quickly. When we were in the region
of Southern railways, one thing I noticed
that cleanliness was well maintained
everywhere. The stations were very
clean. The eastern and northern regions
are not so clean. We crossed thousands
of fields, lakes and trees to reach
Chennai.
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We were at Chennai
around 4.00 am. The station
was magnificient. There were
plants all around in pots.
Some artificial coconut trees
were also enhancing the
beauty of the place. The air
was cool.

We were very tired and
so we all wanted to have a
sleep. My father booked an
auto rickshaw and we headed
for a Guest House. We
stopped Dbefore a four
storeyed Guest House. We took a room
on rent and went into it using an elevator.
Our room was situated on the third floor.
We had a television in our room and two
wide windows were also there to have a
proper ventilation. We slept there for
about eight hours and woke up about
2.00 pm. We all were feeling hungry, so
my father went outside and bought three
big dosas for us. He also had a packet of
salt. I did not know why did he buy it.
Later I came to know that some people
don't use salt in their food.

We had our dosas and in the evening
we went to the Marina beach. Out Guest
House was quite near to it. We walked
the wet seashore for miles. There were
some stalls in which fried sea water fish
were being sold. When the sky became
dark we went into the sea water. The
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water was very cool. I however
swallowed the sea water it tasted very
salty and dirty. We were at the beach till
9.00 pm. After that we headed towards
our Guest House with some idlis, rumali
rotis, sambhar and dosa. We had bath and
after that we had our dinner.

Next day we had to go to the Apollo
Hospital for the check-up of my mom.
The hospital was like a Bhool Bhulaia.
I got lost but later on I found my parents.

One day a change came to our
routine. We booked a travel bus to have
a look of city and do a little sight seeing.
We went to various places like the zoo,
snake park, BGP golden beach etc. There
were lots of jhulas there and that too
free of cost. In fact this was the last day
of my trip to Chennai. Next day we
headed towards Chittaranjan.
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Jammu and Kashmir
Pratik Kumar Jha

It was a fresh summer morning of early
May. I went to the playground. My friend
Abhi asked me,"where were you for last
10 days?"

I was in Jammu and Kashmir during
the period.

This conversation is of 5 May 2014.
The journey I am telling about is my
journey to Jammu and Kashmir. The
best journey of my life till now. I know
that you all are also excited to know
about my journey as I am so excited to
tell you.

If you live in or around Varanasi and
like to leave early morning then the best
train is Shri Shakti Express which arrives
Varanasi Junction at 5.10 am. This train
goes up to Katra Junction. 1 got a
window seat and as everyone does I
began to look outside through window.

It was a fantastic view I was sinking
deep and deep in my thoughts but
suddenly I was brought back to my
senses by a sound. The voice was of a
man selling breakfast items. After a light
breakfast, I again went to the window
seat, but this time I was not interested
and fell asleep. Thus, I reached Katra.
We went to my uncle's house in a jeep.
The journey started the next day with a
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visit to Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine which
was near to my uncle's house. After the
worship, we came back.

Our next destination was Srinagar.
We reached there the next day. It was
not bitter cold there, so a half sweater
was enough. There we visited the places
that were worth not less than paradise.
We visited all the three Mughal gardens.
I was excited to see the pattern of the
flowers and grasses. I think that there
would be a team of gardeners who
manage these all. Of all, I liked the most
was Nishat Garden. We also did
shopping there. We bought carpets and
dry fruits from Raghunath Baazar.

The next thing I saw was really
astonishing. The house boats on Dal
Lake. We planned to spend one night
there. There was a whole world floating
on a boat. The hospitality on the boat
was also good. We were also offered
'‘Kahwa' after the delicious food.

The next day we left for Gulmarg,
flowers were everywhere. One who
wants adventure in life can trek in
Godola. If you are a nature's lover then
you can see the cup-shaped meadows.
Then, we went to Sonmarg. There was a
gold meadow of flowers which would
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fascinate everyone.
That night we

watched Rouf
Dance. It was
different from

other Indian dances
but music was same
as north India. The
next day, as we
were leaving for
Ladakh when we
found a few
children asking for
a lift. You will be
surprised to know
that they were
going to school
which was
sithuated 12 km |} =
away from their houses.

Till now I was telling about nature's
beauty which fascinated me but what left
an unforgettable impression on me was
not nature's beauty but it's harshness. The
place I am talking about is Siachen
Glacier. It is the highest warfare area
in the world.

I however regret the most for not
being able to visit Leh and Ladakh. But
we went to Siachen Glacier through
Skardu that falls in Ladakh. Siachen is
quite different from other places in
Jammu and Kashmir. The journey to
Siachen was really adventurous. Roads
were narrow, temperature very cool. We
were in heavy woolen clothes. On the
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way, we saw 'Rino Glacier,' a group of

three glaciers. The whole area was
covered with snow. The temperature was
below 0'c even in late April.

When I reached Siachen, it was snow
all around. Ibegan to jump around. My
uncle told me that it is fresh snow.
Suddenly, I saw a battalion of soldiers
moving around. I was shocked to find
soldiers because they have to remain
there all the time, even in bitter and
killing winters of December and January.

I asked a soldier if he also attends
to duties during winter nights. The
answer was, "We perform night duties
to make your days and nights pleasant."
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Mystical Shirdi

Dharmesh Kumar

It was summer vacation. We planned to
visit a religious and historical place. I
was filled with joy. I was going out of
Varanasi after a long time. I would see
the great city of Shirdi famous for Shirdi
Sai Baba temple. It is a big and beautiful
temple. The city is in Maharashtra. The
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distance is about 1856 km from
Varanasi.

We booked tickets of the
Mahanagari Express one month in
advance into second class compartment.
We started our journey in the morning.
The date was 21 May 2014. We reached
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the station, there was a big crowd over
there. People were waiting for the train.
Some coolies were having the luggage
of the passengers on their heads.

After a few minutes the train came.
It was 11.00 am. People rushed towards
the train. When we entered the train, we
looked inside the compartment. We soon
found our seats which were reserved.
There were not many passengers in my
compartment. Some of them were
reading the morning edition of
newspaper. Some were engaged in talks.
Some like me were enjoying the sight
outside.

The train touched Mirjapur junction
after some time. A tea vender went past
us. We enjoyed tea. At 12.30 pm the train
started. Soon it picked up the speed and
began to run very fast. It sped through
smaller stations. On either sides were
green fields. From time to time a hillock
or a rivulet could be seen.

The train steamed off again. A ticket
checker came and checked our tickets.
There was one man without ticket. He
paid the extra charges and the ticket
checker made out a ticket for him.

From time to time hawkers would
get into and sell articles. Sometimes a
begger too would get in. He would start
singing and ask for money. Occasionally
a train from the opposite direction
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would suddenly shoot past us. Everyone
would get startled.

We reached at Jhaja junction at
7.25 pm. My father bought meal for me.
I was hungry. So I enjoyed the meal. The
charge was reasonable.

The train sped fast. I fell asleep. The
name of Durgapur however entered my
ears. [ looked out. There stood the giant
Durgapur Steel Plant. The train rolled on.
After half an hour around 2.50 pm the
train was being drawn by an electric
engine. It now picked up more speed.

We reached Manmad at 9.00 pm.
The station was very beautiful and clean.
The dustbins were placed everywhere at
the railway station of Manmad. From
railway station I asked a person the
distance between Manmad and Shirdi. He
told me that Shirdi was 10 km away. We
went to Shirdi by bus. After half an hour,
we reached Shirdi. The city looked very
beautiful and clean. After having
breakfast, we went to Dharmashala where
we took rest. We decided to visit the
temple in the morning at five.

Shirdi Temple looks very beautiful
and I got excited. We passed night there.
In the morning, we went to Shani
Shingnapur which is famous for the
temple of God Shani.Then after two days
we came back to Varanasi.
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My First Train Journey

Himalaya Kumar

Whenever we have to travel long
distances within the country, we travel
by train or aeroplane. I still remember
my first train journey which I understood
when I was just about 8 years old.

I experienced the journey when my
parents took us all to Bodhgaya during
summer vacation. We arrived at the
railway station of Varanasi around 7.00
am to catch the train to Bodhgaya.
Crowd had started gathering at the
ticketing counter to buy tickets and
there were long queues. There we waited
for the train and saw many people rushing
to the platform. Children were running
happily because they were going to
spend their holidays. We quickly bought
some magazines, mints and chocolates.

The train finally arrived and we
scrambled into our coach to get to our
seats. I was lucky to get a seat near the
window. At last the guard blew the
whistle and the train moved slowly and
pulled out of the station. This was a new
experience for me.

There were friendly passengers all
around and soon we started talking with
each other. The scenery outside was
interesting and varied. As we passed
through villages, I noticed fields of rice,
wheat, mustard and vegetables. Trees,
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bushes, rice
fields and huts
flashed past us
and we were

LSRR ALl L ETLY
1 LLCTARS

greeted by
village children
waving  and

smiling at us
happily.

After about
three hours I felt
sleepy in spite
of rattling sound
of the wheels.
Suddenly there
was a jerk and the train came to a halt.
The engine hissed and breakes squeaked.
I woke up with a start and looked out of
the window. We had reached a station.
Three minutes later, the train started
moving again and accelerated gradually
with same speed.

Finally, the train jerked to a
complete stop. We had at last reached
our final destination. This is the end of
my first journey of train. But an
important thing that I noticed after that
journey so long back, I have made several
journey by train but that first journey
still lingers in my mind and thoughts.
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Sarnath : Land of Culture and History

Nitish Kumar

In my text books I had read a lesson in
Hindi about the historical monuments
situated in Sarnath. So I decided to go
to Sarnath with my four friends Shivam,
Mohan, Nishant and M Mandal. We went
to Bhulanpur Railway station, took
tickets and waited for the train.

Shivam had brought a smartphone
with him, we decided to have prior
information about 'Shiv-Ganga Express'
Unfortunately, the train was late by two
hours. As the train was about to come
on the platform so we got ready. After
some time, the train reached Manduadih
railway station. There was great
hustle-bustle all around. So we thought
that perhaps a large
crowd was about to

come. This really
happened.
Now, train

reached the Varanasi
railway station. Shivam
and Nishant left the
train for some time to
fill the water bottle;
then the train started.
We decide to take
some food. I opened
our bag and took food.
Train reached
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destination and we left the train. We went
to "Gyani Jyn Temple". It has a beautiful
statue of God Buddha. We took some
pictures.

After that we went to the Museum
and saw many historical stet which were
related to the time of Buddha and also
saw many statutes of God Buddha. All
were amazing but most attractive was the
'Ashok Chakra' with ring-like structure.
After sometime there we went to the
Z.00. There were many animals and birds
which are only seen on the pages of
books but now we could see different
types of animals and birds through our
eyes. We took some pictures of them.
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Tourists' Delight : Mumbai and Goa

Himadri Singh

During the first week of November, we
went to Mumbai from Varanasi. My
father had reserved the tickets almost
two months in advance. The train was to
arrive at Varanasi at 5 p.m. We were busy
in packing things since the journey was
to begin in next two days. Some new
things were bought and old ones were
discarded. On the date of journey we
started for the station quite early. I was
very excited.

We went to the platform. We carried
our luggage to the place where the
reserved compartments were expected
to halt. Gradually the passengers started
to gather. People came with various
types of bags and suitcases. Some carried
their beddings too. Time for the train's
arrival was approaching. We were
getting very excited.

In the meantime, railway authority
announced that the train was about half
an hour late. My father checked the
reservation-list by this time. Anyway
time passed. The train arrived on the
track. People started moving to and fro.
It seemed as if the whole station was
moving.

As soon as the train stopped people
started jostling near the compartment
doors. We stood away with our
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belongings. One gentleman shouted at
the people and told them to stand in the
queue. Luckily people listened to him.
We also stood there and gradually got
in. We found out our seats and kept the
luggage properly.

After a while the train moved.
People were at ease. I took a seat by the
window. It was nice to see outside. It was
dusk. The sky looked beautiful in multi-
colour. Gradually it grew dark.
Passengers started taking dinner. We also
took our dinner and went to sleep. In the
morning we had tea at Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus, Mumbai from where we went
to a hotel. Outside the weather was
pleasant.

Next morning sight-seeing started
with darshan at Sidhi Vinayak and Haji
Ali Dargah near the seashore. It was very
hot, so we spent some time in a very
popular shopping mall near Dargah
which offered a variety of purchases. In
the evening, we went to the Gateway of
India by bus after visiting the Tarapore
Fish Aquarium at Marine Drive where we
saw scores of fishes including the
Piranha which can swallow a human
within seconds. After this we visited
Juhu Beach and played along the
sea shore and enjoyed bhelpuri,
panipuri, etc.
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On the fourth day, we visited the
Essel World and Water Kingdom. I was
very excited when we entered the Essel
world. After lunch in the Essel World,
we entered the Water Kingdom. It was a
dream come true to me! I enjoyed lots
of rides, artificial waves and greenery
with my family. It was an unforgettable
moment for me.

At night we boarded the train to Goa.
On the fifth day, in the afternoon we
reached Goa and checked in the hotel.
In the evening, we visited some of the
sea beaches like Calangute and Baga
where we enjoyed the motor sports.

On sixth day, we took a bus for early
morning trek to Baga Beach to enjoy the
music of sea water at the shore. In the
afternoon we visited Mangeshi Temple
and the oldest church of St. Xavier. In
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the evening, my family visted Dona
Paula Beach. We spent some hours on
the cruise and enjoyed cultural
programes. It was a fantastic day for me!

On the morning of the seventh day,
we left for Mumbai by train and from
there we boarded the bus for
Mahabaleshwar.

On Eighth day, we found ourselves
in the shivering environs of
Mahabaleshwar which is a small and
lovely hill station. I trekked to many hill
points like Echo, Dinosaur, etc whole
day. On the way, we visited the
strawberry garden. In the evening, we
went to another hill station Panchgani
by bus.

Next morning we left for Mumbai
and there boarded the train to Varanasi.

uedh Ha gelfed



Jaipur : The Pink City

Nidhi Sharma

In the month of October me and my
family went to Rajasthan. It was for the
first time that I was visiting Rajasthan.
How could I forget the journey?

On the fixed day, we packed up our
luggage and started for the station at
11 pm. Half an hour before the
scheduled time of the train we reached
the station and the train arrived.

My father asked me "Do you know
there are many cities in Rajasthan?"

I asked, how many? My Father said,
"Jaipur, Udaipur, Ajmer, Kota,
Jodhpur, Jaisalmer, Barmer, Marwar,
Bikaner, etc."

I asked my father, "Today, in which
place are we going?"

"Jaipur," he said.

"Jaipur 1is also
known as the Pink
City!" alocal man said.
We looked around, a
tall man was standing
and in his one hand he P4
was holding a long §
wooden stick. He was
wearing a red turban
and half frock like suit
and [ungi and I knew
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this dress is worn only by Rajasthani
men.

As the train moved, we looked out.
It was really a beautiful scene. At about
7 a.m. our train reached Jaipur. There
was a maddening rush and noise at the
station.

We reached hotel and booked a cart
and started our journey.

We first turned into a market and
enjoyed a puppet show. It was a very
good experience for me. We bought
different things and, then we saw
Ghummar dance.

Next day we planned to visit famous
historical places in Jaipur.
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We saw Jodha Palace, Shish Mahal, I was surprised to see it which I can't
Hawa Mahal, Jantar Mantar, a famous  explain in words.
temple Kaali Mandir, Jal Mahal, Vijay

Stambh, City Palace and Amer Fort. The Taj Mahal in Agra is one of the
seven wonders of the world as well as a

. .Next. day my father suggested us . UNESCO World Heritage side. It is an
visit Taj M?lhal in Agra. We happily iconic example of Mughal architecture.
agreed to this.

My father told us that that the Taj The Taj gave us delight and an other
Mahal was built by the Mugal Emperor, side the hOIY river Yamuna gave us the
Shahjahan. He had builtitin the memory ~ Peace mind.
of his beloved wife Mumtaz Mahal. It is

It was my first visit to the cities of
a world famous mausoleum.

historical importance. I returned home
When I saw beautiful Taj then there  unwillingly and carried away in mind a

was only one thing was in my mind. happy memory of my visit to the
"Unbeliveable!" wonderful historical monuments.
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Book Review

Tales to Make You
Smile

This is an interesting collection of seven
tales that amuse the readers. The stories
such as Be Prepared, Pret in the House,
White Mice and Home are funny and
delightful as they capture the innocence,
imagination and curiosity of growing up
children.

Ruskin Bond has authored over 500

books which have established him as one
of India's most beloved writers.

1O
MAKEYOU §

SMILL

Tales to Make You Smile
Ruskin Bond

[llustrated by Amitava Sengupta
National Book Trust, India

% 90.00 56pp

Punti’s Wedding
Dipanwita Roy
Illustrated by Debabrata Ghosh
Translated by Indrani Barua
National Book Trust, India
% 40.00 20pp

Punti’s Wedding

A sensitive tale about a pond and the
marriage of two fishes and how the
entire episode brings to life some
existential issues which need to be
addressed for a harmonious living. The
commendable part is the contribution of
the kids in managing a crisis situation.

This title was developed in an
author-illustrator workshop held in Goa
from 26-29 June, 2012.
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