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THE RIGHT T0 INFORMATION ACT, 2005

ACT No. 22 0F 2005

[ 15,A /"„c. 2005 .]

An  Act  to  provide  for  setting  out  the  practical  regime  of right 1:o  information  for  citizens  to
secure  access  to  information  under  the  control  of public  authorities,  in  order  to  promote
transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, the cons(itution of a
Central   Information   Commission  and  State   Information   Commissions   and   for  matters
connected therewith or incidental thereto.

WHEREAS the Constitution of India has established democratic Republic;

AND WHEREAS democracy requires an informed citizenry and transparency of information which are
vital to its functioning and also to contain corruption and to hold Governments are their instnimentalities
accountable to the governed:

AND  WHEREAS  revelation  of information  in  actual  practice  is  likely  to  conflict  with  other  public
interests including efflcient operations of the Governments, optimum use of limited fiscal resources and
the preservation of confLdentiality of sensitive information;

AND   WHEREAS   it   is   necessary   to   hamonise   these   conflicting   interests   while   preserving   the

paramountcy of the democratic ideal;

Now,  THEREFORE,  it is  expendient to provide  for furnishing certain  information to  citizens  who
desire to have it.

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Fifty-sixth Year of the Republic of India as follows:-

CHAPTER I

PREL]M[NARY

I.  Short title, extent and comJnencement.i/) This Act may be called the Right to  Information
Act, 2005.

(2) It extends to the whole oflndia'***.

(3) The provisions of sub-section (/) of section 4, sub-sections (/) and (2) of section 5, sections  12,
13,  15,16,  24,  27  and 28  shall  coine  into  force  at once,  and the  remaiT]ing provisions  of this  Act shall
come into force on the one hundred and twentieth day of its enactment.

2. Definitions.-In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,-

(a)  "appropriate  Government"  means  in  relation  to  a  public  authority  which  is  established,
constituted, owned, controlled or substantially financed by funds provided directly or indirectly-

(I.) by the Central Government or the Union teritory administration, the Central Government;

(I.I.) by the State Government, the State Government;

(b)  "Central  Information  Commission"  means  the  Central  Information  Commission  constituted
under sub-section (/) of section 12;

(a) "Central Public lnfoTmation Officer" means the Central Public lnfomation Officer designated

:::8:::#:::::ti::((;)):fngeeijc::d5¥acentra[ASsisfantpubnclnformtionofficerdesignatedassuch

(a)   "Chief  lnfomation   Commissioner"   and   "Information   Commissioner"   mean   the   Chief
lnformtion Commissioner and Infomation Commissioner appointed under sub-section (3) of section
12;

I.   The   words   "except   the   State   of  Jammu   and   Kashmir"   omitted   by   Act   34   of  2019,   s.   95   and   the   Fifth   Schedule
(w.e.f.  31 -10-2019).
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(c) "competent authority" means-

(I.) the Speaker in the case of the House of the People or the Legislative Assembly of a State
or a Union (erritory having such Assembly and the Chairman in the case of the Council of States
or Legislative Council of a State;

(i.j) the Chief Justice of India in the case of the Supreme Court;

(i'i.i.) the Chief Jus¢ice of the High Court in the case of a High Court;

(I.v)  the  President  or  the  Governor,  as  the  case  may  be.  in  the  case  of other  authorities
established or constituted by or under the Constitution;

(v) the administrator appointed under article 239 of the Constitution;

(A "information" Ineans any material in any form, including records. documents, memos, e-mails.
opinions,  advices,  press  releases,  circulars,  orders.  logbooks.  contracts,  reports,  papers,  samples,
models, data material held in afly electronic form and information relating to any private body which
can be accessed by a public authority under any other law for the time being in force;

a ''prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this Act by the appropriate Government or
the competent authority, as the case may be;

(/I) "public authority" means any authority or body or institution of self-government established
or constituted-

(a) by or `inder the Constitution;

(b) by any other law made by Parliament:

(a.) by any other law made by State Legislature;

(d) by notification issued or order made by the appropriate Government,

and includes any-

(i.) body owned. controlled or Substantially fmanced;

(I.z.) nonJ3ovemment oTganisation substantially financed,

directly or indirectly by funds provided by the appropriate Government;

(i) "recordn includes-

(a) any document, manuscript and file;

(A) any microfilm, microfiche and facsimile copy of a document;

(c) any reproduction of image  or images  embodied  in  such microfilm (whether enlarged  or
not): and

(D any other material produced by a computer or any other device;

0.)  "right to infomation"  means the right to information accessible under this Act which  is held
by or under the control of any public authority and includes the right t-

(I.) inspection of work, documents, records;

(I.f.) taking notes, extracts or certified copies of documents or records;

(j.i.i) taking certified samples of material;

(/'v)  obtaining infomation  in the  form of diskettes, floppies. tapes, video cassettes or in any
other electronic mode or through printouts where such infomation is stored in a computer or in
any other device;

(A)  "State Information Commission" means the State  lnfomation Commission constituted under
sub-section (/) of section 15;



(0  "State  Chief  Information  Commissioner"  and  ''State  lnforllration  Commissioner"  mean  the
State Chief Information Commissioner and the State Information Commissioner appointed under sub-
section (j) of Section  15:

(in)  ''State  Public  Infomation  Officer"  means  the  State  Public  Information  Officer  designated
under sub-section (/)  and  includes a  State Assistant Public  Information  Officer designated  as  such
under sub-section (2) of section 5;

(#)  "third  party"  means  a  person  other  than  the  citizen  making  a  request  for  information  and
includes a public authonty.

CHAPTER 11

RIGl]T TO [NFORMATloN AND OBLIGATIONS OF PUBLIC AUTHORITIES

3.  RIght to informationrusubject to  tLie provisions of this Act.  all citizens  shall  have  the right to
information.

4. 0l]llgatlons of public authorities.i/) Every public authority shall-

(a)  maintain  all  its  records  duly  cataLogued  and  indexed  in  a  znanner  and  the  fom  which
facilitates the right to information under this Act and ensure that all records that are appropriate to be
computerised are, within a reasonable time and subject to availability of resources, computerised and
connected through a network all over the country on different systems so that access to such records
is facilitated;

(6) publish within one hundred and twenty days from the enactment of this Act,-

(/.) the particulars of its organisation. functions and duties;

(I./) the powers and duties of its officers and employees:

(I.j.I) the procedure followed in the decision making process, including channels of supervision
and accountability;

((.v) the norms set by it for the discharge of its functions;

(v) the niles, regulations. instructions, manuals and records. held by it or under its control or
used by its employees for discharging its functions;

(vi.) a statement of the categories of doc`rments that are held by it or under its control;

(vJ./`) the particulars of any arrangement that exists for consultation with, or representation by.
the members of the public in relation to the formulation of its policy or implementation thereof;

(vz'i.I) a statetnent of the boards, councils. committees  and other bodies consisting of two or
more persons constituted as its part or for the purpose of its advice, and as to whether meetings of
those boards. councils, committees and other bodies are open to the public, or the minutes of such
meetings are accessible for public;

(ri:) a directory of its officers and employees:

(.;) the monthly  remuneration  received by  each of its officers and employees,  including the
system of compensation as provided in its regulations:

(;[i.) the budget allocated to each of its agency, indicating the particulars of all plans. proposed
expenditures and reports on disbursements made;

(.¥I`J.)  the  marmer of execution  of subsidy programmes,  including  the  amounts  allocated  and
the details of beneficiaries of such programmes ;

(xi'z.f) particulars of recipients of concessions, permits or authorisations granted by it;

¢i.v) details in respect of the information, avallable to or held by it.  reduced in an electronic
fom;



(.w) the particulars of facilities available to citizens for obtaining information, including the
working hours of a library oT reading loom. if maintained for public use;

(jrvj.) the names, designations and other pamculars of the Public Infortnation Officers;

Orl;I.I.) such other information as may be prescribed;

and thereafter update these publications every year;

(c)  publish  all  relevant  facts  while  formulating  important policies  or  announcing the  decisions
which affect public;

(dy provide reasons for its administrative or quasi-judicial decisions to affected persons.

(?)  It shall  be a  constant  endeavour of every public  authority  to  take  steps  in  accordance  with the
requirements  of clause (A)  of sub-section (/)  to provide  as  much  information s«omofw to the  public  at
regular  intervals  through  various  means  of communications,  including  internet.  so  that the  public  have
minimum resort to the use of this Act to obtain information.

(i) For the purposes of sub-seetion (/). every infomation shall be disseminated widely  and in such
fom and marmer whieh is easily accessible to the public.

(4) All materials shall be disseminated taking into consideration the cost effectiveness, local language
and the most effective method of communication in that local area and the information should be easily
accessible, to the extent possible in elecfronic format with the Central Public Information Officer or State
Public Inforrmation Officer, as the case may be, available free or at such cost of the medium oT the print
cost price as may be prescribed.

frrp/aoa/I.o».-For the purposes of sub-sections (3) and (4), "disseminated" means making known or
communicated the information to the public through notice boards, newspapers,  public  announcements,
media broadcasts, the internet or any other means, including inspection of offices of any public authority.

5.  Designation  of  Pubuc  Information  Officers.I/)  Every  public  authority  shall.  within  one
huiidred days of the enactment of this Act, designate as many officer§ as the Central Public lnfomation
Officers  or  State  Public  lnfomation Officers,  as the  case  may be,  in all  administrative  units  or offices
under it as may be necessary to provide information to persons requesting for the information under this
Act.

(2) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-section (/), every public authority shall designate an
officer, within one hundred days of the enactlnent of this Act, at each subrdivisional level or other sub-
district  level  as  a  Central  Assistant  Public  Information  Offtcer or  a  State  Assistant  Public  Information
Offlcer.  as  the case  may  be,  to  receive  the  applications  for  information  or  appeals  under  this  Act  for
forwarding the same forthwith to the Central Public Information Officer or the State Public lnfomation
Officer  or  senior  officer  specified  under  sub-section  (/)  of  section   19  or  the  Central  Information
Commission or the State Information Commission, as the case may be:

Provided that where an application  for inforlnation or appeal  is given to  a  Central Assistant Public
Information Officer or a State Assistant Public lnforination Officer, as the case may be, a period of five
days sham be added in computing the period for response specified under sub-section (/) of section 7.

(3) Every Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be,
shall deal with requests from persons seeking inforTnation and render reasomble assistance to the persons
seeking such ioformation.

(4) The Central Public lnfomation Officer or State Public hformation Officer, as the cas; may be,
may seek the assistance of any other officeT as he or she considers it necessary for the proper discharge of
his or her duties.

(i) Any officer, whose assistance has been sought under sub-section (4), shall render all assistance to
the Central Public Information  Officer or State Public information Officer, as the  case may be,  seeking
his or her assistance and for the purposes of any contravention of the provisiom of this Act, such other
officer shall be treated as a Central Public lnfomation Officer or State Public hfomation Officer, as the
case may be.
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6. Request for obtainjDg jnfomation.+/) A person, who desires to obtain any information under
this Act. shall make a request in writing or through electronic means in English or Hindi or in the ofricial
language  of  the  area  in  which  the  application  is  being  made`  accompanyii`g  such  fee  as  may  be
prescribed, to-

(a) the Central Public  Information  Offroer or  State Public  Information Officer,  as  the  case  may
be, of the concerned public authority:

(A) the Central AssistaTit Public Information Officer or State Assistant Public Information Ofricer.
as the case may be,

specifying the particulars of the information sought by him or her:

Provided that where such request cannot be made  in `witing, the Central  Public  Information Ofricer
or  State  Public  Information  Officer,  as  the  case  may  be.  shall  Tender  all  reasonable  assistance  to  the
person making the request orally to reduce the same in writing.

(?)  An  applicant  making  request  for  information  shall  not' be  required  to  give  any  reason  for
requesting the information or any other personal details except those that may be necessary for contacting
him.

(i) Where an application is made to a public authority requesting for an information,-

(j.) which is held by another public authority: or

(f.I.) the  subject matter of which  is  more  closely  connected with  the  functions  of another public
authority.

the public authority, to which such application is made, shall transfer the application or such part of it as
may  be  appropriate  to  that  other  public  authority  and  inform  the  applicant  immediately  about  such
transfer:

Provided  that  the  transfer  of an  application  pursuant  to  this  sub-section  Shall  be  made  as  soon  as
practicable but in Tio case later than five days from the date of receipt of the application.

7. Disposal or request.+/) Subject to the proviso to subtsection (2) of section 5 or the proviso to
sub-section (3) of section 6, the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as
the case may be. on receipt of a request under section 6 shall, as expeditiously as possible, and in any case
within thirty days of the receipr of the request` either provide the inforlnation on payment of such fee as
may be prescribed or reject the request for any of the reasons specified in sections 8 and 9:

Provided that where the infomiation sought for concerns the life or liberty of a person, the same shall
be provided within forty€ighi hours of the receipt Of the request.

(2) If the Central Public Information Officer or State Public lnfomation Officer, as the case may be.
fails to give decision on the request for infomation within the period specified under sub-section (/), the
Central  Public  Information  Officer  or  State  Public  Information  Officer,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  be
deemed to have refused the request.

(3) Where a decision is taken to provide the information on payment of any further fee representing
the cost of providing the information. the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Infomation
Offlcer. as the case may be, shall Send an intimation to the person making the reques(, giving-

(a) the details of further fees representing the cost of providing the information as determined by
him,  together with the calculations  mnde to  arrive at the  amount in accordance with  fee prescribed
under  sub-section  (/),  requesting him  to  deposit  that  fees,  and the  period  intervening  between  the
despatch of the said intimation and payment of fees shall be excluded for the purpose of calculating
the period of thirty days referred to in that subrsection;

(A) information concerning his or her right with respect to review the decision as to the amount of
fees charged or the fom of access provided, inctnding the particulars of the appellate authority, time
limit, process and any other forms.



(4)  Where  access  to  the  record or a  part thereof is required to  be  provided  under this  Act and the
person (o whom access  is to be provided is sensorily disabled. the Central  Public  Information Officer oT
State  Public  Information  Officer,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  pro`.ide  assistance  to  enable  access  to  the
inforTnation, including providing such assistance as may be appropriate for the inspection.

(i)  Where  access  to  information  is  to  be  provided  in  the  printed  or  in  any  electronic  format,  the
applicant shall. subject to the provi§ious of sub-section (6), pay such fee as may be prescribed:

Provided that the  fee  prescribed under  sub-section  (/)  of section  6  and sub-sections  (/)  and (i)  of
section 7 shall be reasonable and no such fee shall be charged from the persons who are of below poverty
line as may be determined by the appropriate Government.

(6)  Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  sub-section  (5).  the  person  making  request  for  the
information shall be provided the information free of charge where a public authority fails to comply with
the time limits specifLed in sub-section (/).

(7) Before taking any decision under sub-section (/), the Central Public Information Officer or State
Public Information Officer, as the case may be. shall take into consideration the representation made by a
third party under section I I .

(8) Where a request has been rejected under sub-section (/), the Central Public Infomation Officer or
State  Public  Information  Officer,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  communicate  to  the  person  making  the
request,-

(z.) the reasons for such rejection;

(z'/.) the period within which an appeal against such rejection may be preferred; and

(i.!.I) the particulars of the appellate authority.

(9)An  iofoTmation  shall  ordinarily  be  provided  in  the  fom  in  which  it  is  sought  unless  it  would
disproportionately  diver  the  resources  of the public  authority  or would be detrimental  to  the  safety  or
preservation of the record in question.

8. Exem|)tion from dl8closure of information.+/ ) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act,
there shall be no obligation to give any citizen,-

(a!)  information.  disclosue of which  would prejudicia]ly affect the  sovereignty and integrity of
India, the security, strategic, scientific or economic interests Of the State, relation with foreign State or
Lead to incitement of an offence;

(6)  information  which  has  been  expressly  fofoidden  to  be  published  by  any  court  of law  or
tribunal or the disclosure of which may constitute contempt of court;

(c)  inforlnation, the disclosure of which would cause a breach of privilege of Parliament or the
State Legislature;

(®  information  including  commercial  confidence,  trade  secrets  or  intellectual  property,  the
disclosure  of which  would  ham  the  competitive  position of a  third  party.  unless  the  competent
authority is satisfied that larger public interest wamnts the disclosure of such information;

(e) information available to a person in his fiduciary relationship, unless the competent authority
is satisfied that the larger public interest urarTants the disclosure of such information;

cO information received in confidence from foreign Government;

a information. the disclosure of which would endanger the life or physical safety of any person
or identify the source of information or assistance given in confidence for law enforcement or security
Puquses;

(A) information which would impede the process of investigation or apprehension or prosecution
of offenders;

(I) cabinet papers including records of deliberations of the Council of Ministers.  Secretaries and
otherofficers:
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Provided that the decisions of Council of Ministers, the reasons thercof, and the material on the
basis of which the decisions were taken shall be made public after the decision has been taken, and
(he matter is complete, or over:

Provided  further that  those matters  which  come  under the  exemptions  specified  in  this  section
shall not be disclosed;

0) information which relates to personal information the disclosure of which has no relationship
to any public  activity  or interest,  or which would cause  unwarranted  invasion  of the  privacy of the
individual unless the Central Public Information Officer or the State Public lnfomration Officer or the
appellate  authority,  as  the  case  may  be,  is  satisfied  that  the  larger  public  interest  justifies  the
disclosure of such information :

Provided that  the  information which  carmot be  denied  to  the  Parliament  or a  Slate  Legislat`ire
shall not be denied to any person.

(.')  Notwithstanding   anything  in   the   Official   Secrets   Act,   1923   (19   of   1923)   nor  any   of  the
exemptions  permissible  in  accordance  with  sub-section  (J).  a  public  authority  may  allow  access  to
information, if public interest in disclosure outweighs the harm to the protected interests.

(3) Subject to the provisions of clauses (a), (c') and (I) of sub-section (/), any information relating to
any occurrence, event or matter which has taken place, occurred or happened twenty years before the date
on which any request is made under section 6 shall be provided to any person making a request under that
section:

Provided that where any question arises as to the date from which the said period of twenty years has
to  be  computed,  the  decision  of the  Central  Govemlnent  shall  be  final.  subject  to  the  usual  appeals
provided for in this Act.

9. Grounds for rejection to access ln certain cases.-Without prejudice to the provisions of section
8,  a Cenhal Public Information Officer or a State Public  lnfomation Officer, as the case may be, may
reject a request for information where such a request for providing access would involve an infringement
of copyright subsisting in a person other than the State.

10. Severability.i/) Where a request for access to information is rejected on tlie ground that it is in
relation to information which is exempt from disclosure, then. notwithstanding anything contained in this
Act. access may be provided to that part of the record which does not contain any information which is
exempt from disclosure under this Act and which can reasonably be severed from any part that contains
exempt infomation.

(2)  Where  access  is  granted  to  a  part  of  the  record  under  subrsection  (/),  the  Central  Public
Information  Officer or State Public  Information  Officer,  as  the case  may  be,  shall  give  a  notice to  the
applicant, informing-

(a)  that only part  of the  record  requested.  after severance  of the  record  containing  information
which is exempt from disclosure, is being provided;

(b) the reasons for the decision, including any findings on any material question of fact. referring
to the material on which those findings were based:

(c) the name and designation of the person giving the decision;

(a) the details of the fees calculated by him or her and the amount of fee which the ap|)licant is
required to deposit; and

(e) his or her rights with respect to review of the decision regarding nonrdisclosure of part of the
informa(ion, the amount of fee charged or the for7n of access provided, including the particulars of the
senior offlcer specifled under sub-section (/) of section  19 or the Central Inforrmtion Commission or
the  State  Information  Commission,  as  the  case  may be.  time  Limit.  process  and  any  other form  of
access.

11.  Third  party inrormatioli.|J)  Where  a Central Public  Information Officer or a  State Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, intends to disclose any information or record. or pat thereof on a
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request made under this Act, which relates to or has been supplied by a third party and has been treated as
confidential  by  that  third  party,  the  Central   Public   Information  Officer  or  State  Public   Information
Officer, as the case may be, shall, within five days from the receipt of the request, give a whtten notice to
such third party of the request and of (he fact that the Central Public ]nformatic)n Officer or State Public
Information Officer. as the case may be. intends to disclose the information or record. or part thereof, and
invite the third party to make a submission in whting or orally, regarding whether the information should
be disclosed, and such submission of the third party shall be kept in view while taking a decision about
disclosure of information:

Provided that except in the case of trade or commercial  secrets protected by law, disclosure may be
allowed  if the public  interest  in disclosure  outweighs  in  importance any possible  harm or injury to the
interests of such third party.

(2) Where a notice  is  served by the  Central  Public  Information Officer or  State  Public  hformation
Officer, as the case may be, under sub-section (/) to a third party in respect of any information or record
or part thereof. the third prrty shall` within ten days from the date of receipt of such notice, be given the
opportunity to make representation against the proposed disclosure.

(j) Notwithstanding anything contained in section 7, the Central Public lnfomation Officer or State
Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall. within forty days after receipt of the request under
section 6, if the third party has been given an opportunity to make representation under sub-section (2).
make  a decision  as  to  whether or not to  disclose  the  information  or record  or part  thereof and give  in
writing the notice of his decision to the third party.

(4)  A notice given under subsection (3) shall  include a  statement  that the  third party to whom the
notice is given is entitled to prefer an appeal under section  19 against the decision.

CENTER Ill

TI+E CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISsloN

12.  Constitution  of  Cenl:rat  Information  Commission.+/)  The  Central  Government  shall`  by
notiflcation in the Official Gazette, constitute a body to be known as the Central Information Commission
to exercise the powers conferred on, and to perfom the functions assigned to, it under this Act.

(2) The Central Information Commission shall cousist of-

(4) tlie Chief Information Commissioner; and

(b)  such  number of Central  Information Commissioners,  not  exceeding  ten,  as may be  deemed
necessary.

(j) The Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners shall be appointed by the
Presiden( on the recommendation of a committee consisting of-

(i.) the Prime Minister. who shall be the Chairperson of the committee;

(I.I) the Leader of Opposition in the Loksabha; and

(f.i'f) a Union Cchinet Minister to be nominated by the Prime Minister.

£xp/anafi.on.-For the purposes of removal of doubts, it is hereby declared that where the Leader of
Opposition in the House of the People has not been recognised as such, the Leader of the single largest
group in opposition  of the Government in the House  of the People shall  be deemed to be the  Leader of
Opposition.

(4) The general superintendence. direction and management of the affairs of the Central  Information
Commission shall vest in the Chief Information Commissioner who shall be assisted by the Information
Commissioners and may exercise all such powers and do all such acts and things which may be exercised
or done by the Central  Information Commission autonomously without being subjected to directions by
any other authority under this Act.
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(i)  The  Chief  Information  Commissioner  and   Information  Commissioners  shall  be  persons  of
eminence  in  public  life  with  wide  knowledge  and  experience  in  law,  science  and  technology.  socia(
service, management, journaLism, mass media or administration and governance.

(6) The Chief hformation Commissioner or an Information Commissioner shall not be a Member of
PaT]iament or Member of the Legislature of any State or Union territory, as the case may be, or hold any
other office of profit or connected  with any political party or carrying on any business or pursuing any
profession.

(7)  The  headquarters  of the  Central  lnfomation  Commission  shall  be  at  Delhi  and  the  Central
Information Commission may, with the previous approval of the Central Government, establish ofrices at
other places in India.

13. Term of ofrice and conditions of serviee.i/) The Chief lnforma(ion Commissioner shall hold
office  '[for  such  (erin as  may  be prescribed  by the  Central  Govemment]  and  shall  not  be  eligible  for
reappointment:

Provided that no Chief Information Commissioner shall  hold office as such after he has attained the
age of sixty-five years.

(2)  Every Information  Commissioner shall hold office  I [for such term as  may be prescribed by the
Central Govemment]  or tilt he attains  (he age of sixty-five years, whichever is earlier,  and shall not be
etigib[e for reappointment as such Information Commissioner:

Provided that every Information Commissioner shall, on vacating his ofrice under this sub-section be
eligible  for appointment as the Chief Information Commissioner in the manrier specified in sub-section
(i) of section  12:

Provided  further  that  where  the  Information  Commissioner  is  appointed  as  the  Chief Information
Commissionei.,  his  ten  of office  shall  not  be  more  than  five  years  in  aggregate  as  the  Information
Commissioner and the Chief Information Commissioner.

(i)  The  Chief Informal ion  Commissioner  or  an  Information  Commissioner  shall  before  he  en(ers
upon his office make and subscribe before the  President or some other person appointed by him  in that
behalf, an oath or affirmation according to the form set out for the pulpose in the First Schedule.

(4)  The  Chief Information  Commissioner  or  an  Information  Commissioner  may,  at  any  time.  by
writing under his hand addressed to the President, resign from his office:

Provided tha( the Chief Information Commissioner or an Tnfomation Commissioner may be removed
in the manner specified under section 14.

:I(5) The salaries and allowances payable to  and  other terms  and conditions  Of service of the Chief

Information Commissioner and the Information Commissioners shall be such as may be prescribed by the
Central Government:

Provided  that  the  salaries,  allowances  and  other  conditions  of  service  of  the  Chief  Information
Commissioner  or  the  lnforTnation  Commissioners  shall  not  be  varied  to  their  disadvantage  after  their
appointment:

Provided  further  that  the  Chief  Information  Commissioner  and  the  Information  Commissioners
appointed before the commencement of the Right to  Information (Amendment) Act, 2019 shall continue
to be governed by the provisions of this Act and the rules made thereunder as if the Right to Information
(Amendment) Act, 2019 had not come into force.]

I. Subs. by Acl 24 of 2019, a. 2. for `'for a term of five years from the date on whicli hc euteTs upon his ofrice"  (w.e.f.  24-10-
2019).

2.  Subs. by. s. 2, i'Did.. for subrsectiofl (i) (w.c.f. 24-10-2019).
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(6) The Central Goverrment shall provide the Chief lnfomation Commissioner and the Information
Commissioners with such officers and employees  as may be  necessary for the efficient perfomance of
their functions under this Act. and the salaries and allowances payable to, and the terms and conditions of
service of the officers and other employees appointed for the purpose of this Act shall be such as may be
prescribed.

Provided also that the  salaries,  allowances and otl`er conditions of service of the Chief Information
Commissioner and the  information  Commissioners  shall  not  be  varied to  their  disadvantage  after their
appointment.

14. Removal of Ctiief Information Commissioner or Information Commissioner.+/) Subject to
the provisions of sub-section (3). the Chief lnfomation Commissioner or any lnfomation Commissioner
shall be removed from his office only by order of the President on the ground of proved misbehaviour or
incapacity after the Supreme Court, on a reference made to it by the President, has, on inquiry. reported
that the Chief lnfomation Commissioner or any Information Commissioner, as the case may be, ought on
such ground be removed.

(2) The  President [nay su;pend from office,  and if deem necessary prohibit also  from attending the
office during  inquiry,  the  Chief Information  Commissioner or Information Commissioner  in  respect  of
whom  a  reference  has  been  made  to  the  Supreme  Court  under  sub-section  (/)  until  the  President  has
passed orders on receipt of the report of the Supreme Court on such reference.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (/), the President imy by order remove from
office the Chief Information Commission.er or any hformation Commissioner if the Chief Information
Commissioner or a Information Commissioner, as the case may be,-

(a) is adjudged an insolvent: or

(b)  has  been  convicted  of an  offence  which.  in  the  opinion  of the  President,  involves  moral
turpitude: or

(c) engages during his terr[i of office in any paid employment outside the duties Of his office; or

(dy is. in the opinioii of the President. unfit to continue in office by reason of infinity of mind or
body; or

(a) has acquired such financial or other interest as is likely to affect prejudicially his functions as
the Chief Information Commissioner or a Information Commissioner.

(4) If the Chief Information Commissioner or a hformation Commissioner in any way, concerned or
interested in any contract or agreement made by or on behalf of the Government of India or participates in
any  way  in  the  profit  thereof or  in  any  benefit  or  emolument  arising  therefrom  otherwise  than  as  a
member and in common with the other members of an incorporated company, he shall, for the purposes
of sub-section (/), be deemed to be guilty of misbehaviour.

CHAPTER IV

THE STATE INFORMATION COMMISsloN

15.  Constitution  of  State  Information  Commissioii.+/)   Every  State   Government  shall.  by
notification  in  the  Official  Gazette,  constitute  a  body  to  be  known  as  the  .... „...  (name  of the  State)
infomation Commission to exercise the powers conferred on, and to perform the functions assigned to, it
under this Act.

(2) The State Information Commission shall consist of-

(a) the State Chief lofomation Commissioner, and

(A)  such  number  of State  Information  Commissioners,  not  exceeding  ten,  as  may  be  deemed
necessary.

(i)  The  State  Chief Information  Commissioner  and  the  State  hformation  Commissioners  shall  be
appointed by the Governor on the recommendation of a committee consisting of-

(I.) the Chief Minister, who shall be the Chairperson of the committee;
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(/I/.) the Leader of opposition in the Legislative Assembly; and

(i.i./.) a Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Chief Minister.

&p/aHa/i.oH.-For the purposes of removal of doubts,  it is hereby declared that where the Leader of
Opposition in the Legislative Assembly has not been reeognised as such, the Leader of the single largest

group in opposition of the Government in the Legislati\.e Assembly shall be deemed to be the Leader of
Opposition.

(4)  The  general  superintendence.  direction and  management  of the  affairs  of the  State  Information
Cotrmission shall vest in the State Chief Information Commissioner who  shall be assisted by the State
Information Commissioners and may exercise all such powers and do all such acts and things which may
be  exercised  or done  by  the  State  Information  Commission  autonomously  without  being  subjected  to
directions by any other authority under this Act.

(i)  The  State  Chief Information  Commissioner  and  the  State  Information  Coinmissioners  shall  be
persons of eminence  in public life with wide knowledge and experience in law, science and technology,
social service, management. journalism. mass media or administration and governance.

(6) The  State Chief Information Commissioner or a  State  Information Commissioner  shall not be a
Member of Parliament or Member of the Legislature of any State or Union teTritory, as the case may be,
or  hold any  other office of profit or connected with  any po]ilical  party  or carrying  on  any business  or
pusuing any profession.

(7) The headquarters of the State  Information Commission shall be at such place  in the State as the
State  Government  may,  by  notification  in  the  Official   Gazette,   specify  and  the   State  Information
Commission may. with the previous approval of the State Government, establish offices at other places in
the State.

16. Term of office and conditions of service.+/) The State Chief Information Commissioner shall
hold office [[for such ten as may be prescribed by the Central Govemment] and shall not be eligible for
reappointment:

Provided that no State Chief Information Commissioner shall hold office as such after he has attained
the age of sixty-five years.

(2) Every State Information Commissioner shall hold office  '[for such terTn as may be prescribed by
the Central Government] or till he attains the age of sixty-five years, whichever is earlier, and shall not be
el igible for reappointment as such State Information Commissioner:

Provided  that  every  State  information  Comndssioner  shall,  on  vacating  his  office  under  this  sub-
section, be eligible for appointment as the State Chief hformation Commissioner in the runner specified
in sub-section (3) of section 15:

Provided  further  that  where  the  State  Information  Commissioner  is  appointed  as  the  State  Chief
Information C'ommissioneT, his ten of office shall not be more than five years in aggregate as the State
Information Commissioner and the State Chief Information Commissioner.

(i) The State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information Commissi,oner,  shall before he
enters upon his office make and subscribe before the Governor or some other person appointed by bin in
that behalf, an oath or affirmation according to the form set out for the purpose in the First Schedule.

(4)  The  State  Chief Information Commissioner or a  S(ate hformation  Commissioner may,  at  any
time, by writing under his hand addressed to the Governor, resigri from his office:

Provided that the  State Chief Information  Commissioner or a  State Information Commissioner may
be removed in the manner specified under see(ion 17.

1.  Subs. by Act 24 of 20 LO. s. 3` for. "for a term of five years from the date on which he enters tpon his office"(w.e.f. 24-10-
2019).
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'[(5)  The salaries and allowances payable to  and  other terms  and conditions  of service  of the  State

Chief  lnforl.iation  Commissioner  and  the  State  Information  Commissioners  shall  be  sueh  as  may  be
prescribed by the Central GoverTment:

Provided that the  salarles, allowances and other conditions of service of the State Chief Information
Commissioner and the  State  Information Commissioners  Shall not be varied  to  their disedvanlage after
their appointment:

Provided   further   that   the   State   Chief  Information   Commissioner   and   the   State   Information
ConinssionersappointedbeforethecornmencementoftheRighttolnformation(Amendment)ACL2019
shallcontinuetobegovemedbytheprovisionsofthisActandtherulesmadethereunderasiftheRight
to lnformuition (Amendment) Act, 2019 had not come into force.I

(6)  The  State  Goverrment  shall  provide  the  State  Chief lnfomation  Commissioner and  the  State
Inforimtion  Coninssioners  with  such  officers  and  employees  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  efricient
perfonmal`ce of their functions under this Act, and the salaries and allowances payable to and the terms
and conditions of service of the officers and other employees appointed for tlie pupose of this Act Shall
be such as may be prescribed.

17. Removal of State Chlef lnforimtion Commissioner or State [nfot.nation Commissioner.-
(/)  Subjcot to the provisions Of su6-section (3), the  State Chief lnfor"tion Commissioner or a State
lnforlmtionComissionershallberemovedfromhisofficeonlydyorderoftheGovemorontheground
ofprovedmisbchaviourorincapacityaftcrtheSupremcCourLonareferencemadetoitbytheGovemor,
has  on   inquiry.   reported  that  lhe   State   Chief  hfomation  Commissioiier  or  a   State   Information
Co.unissioher, as the case may be, ought on such ground be removed.

(2) The Goveri`or may suspend from office,  and if deem necessary prohibit also from attending the
offlceduringinquiry,theStateChiefhforlliationCommissioneroraStatelnformationCommissionerin
respect  of whom  a  referelice  has  tieen  made  to  the  Supreme  Cout  under  suti-section  (/)  until  the
GovernorhaspassedordersonreceiptofthereportoftheSupremeCourtonsuchreference.

(J) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (/), the Governor may by order remove from
offlce the State Chief lnfondon Commissioner or a Slate Information Commissioner if a State Chief
Information Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner, as the case may be.-

(a) is adjudged an insolvent: or

(b)  has  been  convicted  of an  offence  which,  in  the  opinion  of the  Governor,  involves  moral
tupifude; or

/c)engagesduringhistemofofficeinanypaidemploymentoutsidethedutiesofhisoffice;or

(dy is, in the opinion of the Governor, unfit to continue in office by reason of infirmity of mind or
body: or

(e) has acquired such financial or other interest as is likely to affect prejudicially his functions as
the State Chief lnfomation Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner.

(4)  lf the  State  Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner in any way,
concemedorinterestedinanycontractoragreementmadebyoronbehalfoftheGovemmentoftheState
or  participates  in  any  way  in  the  prorit  thereof  or  in  any  bcnefit  or  emoluments  arising  there from
otherwise than as  a member and in common with the  other members  of an incorporated company.  he
shall, for the purposes of sub-section (/), be deemed to be guilty of misbehaviour.

CHAPTER V

pOwERs AND FUNCTIONs Or THE INFORMATION cOMMlssloNs, AppEAL AND pENALTIEs

18. Powers and fuliction8 of Information Commissions.i/) Subject to the provisions of this Act,
it shall be the duty of the Central Infomation Commission or State lnfomation Commission. as the case
inay be. to receive and inquire into a complaint from any person,-

I. Subs. by Aci 24 of 2019, a. 3. for sub-section (5). (w.c.I. 24-10-2019).
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(ci)  who  has  been  unable  to  submit  a  request  to  a  Central  Public  hformation  Officer or  State
Public  Information  Officer`  as  the  case  may  be.  either  by  reason  that  no  such  officer  has  been
appointed  under  this  Act,  or  because  the  Central  Assistant  Public  hformalion  Officer  or  State
Assistant Public Information Officer, as the case may be, has refused to accept his or her application
for information or appeal under this  Act for forwarding the same to the Central  Public  Information
Officer or State Public Information Officer or senior officer specified in sub-section (/) of section  19
or the Central Information Commission or the State Information Commission, as the case ray be;

(b) who has been refused access to any infomation requested under this Act;

(c) who has not been given a response to a request for information or access to information within
the time limit specified under this Act;

(0 who has been required to pay an amount of fee which he or she considers urmeasonable;

(e) who believes that he or she has beea given incomplete, misleading or false information under
this Act; and

W in respect of any other matter relating to requesting or obtaining access to records under this
Act.

(2)  Where the Central  Information Commission  or State  Information  Commission,  as the  case  may
be,  is satisfied  that there are reasomble grounds to  inquire into the  matter,  it may initiate an inquiry in
respect thereof.

(i) The Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, as the case may be, shall,
while  inquiring into any matter under this  section,  have  the  same  powers  as are vested  in  a civil  corn
while  trying  a  suit  under  the  Code  of Civil  Procedure,   1908  (5  of  1908),  in  respect  of the  following
matters. namely:-

(a) summoning and enforcing the attendance of persons and compel them to give oral or written
evidence on oath and to produce the documents or things;

(a) requiring the discovery and inspection of documents;

(a) receiving evidence on affidavit;

(a requisitioning any public record or copies thereof from any court or office:

(e) issuing summons for examination of witnesses or doouments; and

0) any other matter which may be prescribed.

(4)   Notwithstanding   anything   inconsistent   contained   in  any   other  Act   of  Parliament   or   State
Legislature.   as   the   case   may   be.   the   Central   Information   Commission   or   the   State   Information
Commission, as the case may be,  may, during the inquiry of any complaint under this Act. examine any
record to  which this Act  applies which  is under the  control  of the public authority,  and no such record
may be withheld from it on any grounds.

19.  Appeal.+/)  Any  person  who,  does  not  receive  a  decision  within  the  time  specified  in
sub-section (/) or clause (a) of subtsection (i) of section 7, or is aggrieved by a decision of the Central
Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, may within thirty days
from the expiry of such period or from the receipt of such a decision prefer an appeal to such officer who
is senior in nlnk to the Central Public lnfomation Officer or State Public Information Officer as the case
may be, in each public authority:

Provided that such officer may admit the appeal  after tl`e expiry of the period of thirty days  if he or
she is satisfied that the appellant was prevented by sufflcient cause from filing the appeal in time.

(2) Where an appeal is prefelTed agaiust an order rrmde by a Central Public Information Officer or a
State Public lnformation Officer, as the case may be, under section  I 1  to disclose third pally information,
the appeal by the concerned third party shall be made within thirty days from the date of the order.
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(3) A second appeal against the decision under sub-section (/) shall  lie within inety days  from the
dateonwhichthedecisionshouldhavebeenmadeorwasactunllyreceived,withtheCentralInformation
Commission or the State Information Colnirission:

Provided that the Central Information Commission or the State Information Commission, as the case
may  be.  may  admit  the  appeal  after  the  expiry  of the  |ieriod  of ninety  days  if it  is  satisfied  that  the
appellantwaspreventedbysufficientcausefromfilinglheappealintime.

(4)  If the decision  of the Centml  Public  Information Officer or State Public  Information Officer, as
the case may be, against which an appeal is preferred relates to information of a third parly, the Central
Information Commission or State  information Conins§ion, as the case I"y be,  shall give a reasonable
opportunity of being heard to that third party.

(i)hanyappeal|.roceedings,theonustoprovethatadeiiialOfarequestwasjustifiedshallbeonthe
Central Public Information Officer or State Public  Information Officer,  as the case  may be, who denied
the request.

(6) An appeal under sub-section (/)  or sub-section (2) shall be  disposed of within thirty days of the
receiptoftheappealorwithinsuchextendedperiodnotexceedingatotalofforty-fivedaysfromthedate
offilingthereof,asthecasemaybe,forreasonstoberecordedinwriting.

(7) The  decision of the Central  hformation Commission or State  information Condssion,  as  the
case may be, shall be binding.

(8) In its decision, the Central lnfoilnation Commission or State Information Commission. as the case
may be, has the power to-

(a) require the public authority to .abe any such steps as may tle necessary to secure compliance
with the provisions of this Act. includihg-

(i.)byprovidingaccesstoinformation,ifsorequested,inaparti`cularfom;

(i.i) by appointing a Central Public lnfomation Officer or State Public Information Officer, as
the case may be;

(i./.;)bypublishingcertaininformationorcatcgoriesofinformation:

(I.v)bymakingnecessarychangestoitsprac{icesinrelationtothemaintenance,management
and destruction of records;

(v)byenhancingtheprovisionoftrainingontherighltoinformationforitsofficials;

(vJ.)dyprovidingitwithanannunlrepottincompliancewithclause(a)of sub-section(/)of
section 4:

(6)  require  the public  authority to  compensate  the  complainant  for any  loss or other detriment
suffered;

(c)imposeanyofthepenaltiesprovidedunderthisAct;

(ay reject the application.

(9)TheCentralInformationCommissionorStatelnformationCommission,asthecasemaybe,shaH
givenoticeofitsdecision.includinganyrightofap|]eal,tothecomplairmtandthepublicauthority.

(/0)  The  Central  Information  Commission  or  State  Information  Commission,  as  the  case  may  be.
sllalldecidetheappealinaccordancewithsuchprocedureasmaybeprescribed.

20.Pemlties.i/)WheretheCentrallnfomationCommissionortheStatelnformationCommission.
as  the  case  may  be.  at the  lime  of deciding any complaint or appeal  is  of the  opinion that the Central
PublichformationOfficerortheStatePubliclnformationOfficer,asthecasemaybe,has,withoutany
reasonable  cause,  refused  to  receive  an  application  for  information  or  has  not  finished  information
within  the  time  Specified  under  subtsection   (/)  of  section  7  or  "Iafidely  denied  the  request  for
informationorknowinglygiveninconect,incompleteorndsleedinginfor"tionordestroyedinformation
which was the subject of the request or obst"cted in any -er in fumjshing the information,  it shall
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impose a penalty of two hundred and fifty rupees each day till application is received or information is
fumished` so however. the total amolint of such penalty shall not exceed twenty-flve thousand rupees:

Provided that the  Central  Public  Information Officer or the  State Public Information Officer.  as the
case  may be,  shall  be given a reasonable  opportunity of being heard before  any penalty is  imposed on
him:

Provided further that the burden of proving that he acted reasonably and  diligently shall  be on  the
Central Public Information Officer or the State Public Information Officer, as the case may be.

(2)  Where  the  Central  Information Commission or  the  State  Information  Commission,  as  the  case
may  be.  at  the  time  of deciding  any  complaint  or  appeal  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  Central  Public
lnfomation  Ofricer  or  the  State  Public  Information  Officer`  as  the  case  irmy  be,  has.  without  any
reasonable  cause  and persistently,  failed  to  receive  an  application  for information  or has  not  furnished
information withini the time si)ecified under subrsection (/) of section 7 or malafidely denied the request
for  information  or  knowingly  given   incorrect,   incomplete  or  misleading  information   or  destroyed
infomation  which   was  the  subject  of  the  request  or  obstructed  in  any  manner  in  furnishing  the
information.  it shall recommend for disciplinary action against the Central Public Information Officer or
the State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, under the service rules applicable to him.

CHAPTER VI

NuscELLANEOUS

21. Protection or action taken in good faith.-No suit. prosecution or other legal proceeding shall
lie against any person for anything which is in good faith done or intended to be done under this Act or
any rule made thereunder.

22.  Act to  have overriding effect.-The provisions  of this  Act  shall  have  effect notwithstanding
anything inconsistent therewith contained in the Official  Secrets Act,1923  ( 19 of 1923),  and any other
law for the time being in force or in any iustrunent having effect by virtue of any law other than this Act.

23. Bar of jurisdiction of courts.-No court shall entertain any suit. application or other proceeding
in respect of any order made under this Act and no such order shall be called in question otherwise than
by way of an appeal under this Act.

24. Ac. liot to apt)Iy ln certain organisations.+/) Nothing contained in this Act shall apply to the
intelligence and security organisatious specifrod in the Second Schedule, being organisatrons escablished
t)y the Central Government or any information furnished by Such organisations to that Government:

Provided that the information pertaining to the allegations of comption and human rights violatious
shall not be excluded under this sub-section:

Provided further that in the case of information sought for is  in respect of allegations of violation of
human  rights,  the  information  shall  only  bc  provided  after  the  approval  of the  Central  lnfomation
Commission,  and  notwithstanding  anything contained  in section  7,  such  inforlnation  shall  be  provided
within forty-fivedaysfromthedateofthereceiptof request.

(2)  The  Central  Goverrment may,  by  notification  in the  Official  Gazette.  amend  the  Schedule  by
including  therein  any  other  intelligence  or  security  organisation  established  by  that  Goverment  or
omitting therefrom any organisation already speeified therein and on the publication of such notification,
such organisation shall be deemed to be included in or. as the case ray be, omitted from the Schedule.

(j) Every notification issued under sub-section (2) shall be laid before eacb House of Parliament.

(4)  Nothing  contained  in  this  Act  shall  apply  to  such  intelligence  and  security  organisation  being
organisatious  established  by  the  State  Government,  as  that  Government  niay,  from  time  to  time.  by
notification in the Official Gazette, specify:

Provided that the infor"tion pertaining to the allegations of co[Tuption and human rights violations
shall not be excluded under this sub€ection:
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Provided further that in the case of information sought for is in respect of allegations of violation of
human  rights.  the   information   shall  only  be  provided  after  the  approva.I   of  the  State   Information
Commission  and.  notwithstanding anything contained  in  section  7.  such  information  shall  be  provided
within forty-five days from the date of the receipt of request.

(i) Every notification issued under sub-section (4) shall be laid before the State Legislature.

25.  Monitoring  and  reporting.+/)  The  Central  hformation  Commission  or  State  Information
Commission, as the case may bc, shall, as soon as practicable after the end of each year, prepare a report
on the  implementation of the provisions  of this Act during that year and forward a  copy thereof to the
appropriate Goverrment.

(2)  Each  Ministry or  Department  shall,  in relation  to the public authorities  within their jurisdiction.
collect  and  provide  such  information  to  the  Central  information  Commission  or  State  hformation
Commission, as the case may be` as is required to prepare the report under this section and comply with
the requirements concerning the furnishing of that infomation and keeping of records for the purposes of
this section.

(3) Each report shall state in respect of the year to which the report relates,-

(a) the riumber of requests made to each public authority;

(b)  the  number  of decisions  where  ai)plicants  were  not  entitled  to  access  to  the  documents
pursunt to the requests, the provisions of this Act under which these decisions were  lnade  and the
number of times such provisions were invoked;

(a) the number of appeals referred to the  Central  hformation Commission  or State  Information
Commission, as the case may be, for review, the nature of the appeals and the outcome of the appeals;

(dy particulars of any disciplinary action talm against any officer in respect of the adrunistration
of this Act:

(e) the amoimt of charges collected by each public authority under this Act;

in any  facts which indicate an effort  by the public  authorities to adrinister and  implement the
spirit and intentioli of this Act;

®  recommendations  for refom,  including recommendations  in respect  of the particular public
authorities, for the development,  inprovement. modemisation. reform or amendment to this Act or
other legislation or common law or any other rmtter relevant for operationalising the right to access
information.

(4) The Central Government or the State Govem[nent, as the case may be, may, as soon as practicable
after the end of each year, cause a copy of the report of the Central Information Commission or the State
Information Commission, as the case may be. referred to in subrsection (/) to be laid before each House
of Parliament  or,  as  the  case  may  be,  before  each House  of the  State  Legislature,  where  there are two
Houses. and where there is one House of the State Legislature before that House.

(i) If il appears to the Central Information Coinmission or State Information Cormission, as the case
may be.  that the practice of a public authority in relanon to the  exercise of Its  functions under this Act
does nco confom with the provisions or spirit of this A¢t, it may give to the authority a recommendation
specifyingthestep§whichoughtinitsopiniontobetakenforpromotingsuchconformity.

26. Appropriate Government to prepare programmes.i/) The appropriate Government may, to
the extent of availability of financial and other resources,-

(a) develop and organise educational programmes to advance the understanding of the public, in
particularofdisadvantagedcommunitiesastohowtoexercisetherightscontemplatedunderthisAct;

(A)   encourage   public   authorities   to   participate   in   the   development   and   organisation   of
progranmes refened to in clause (a) and to undenake such progranimes themselves;

(a)  promote  timely  and  effective  dissemimtion  of accurate  information  by  public  authorities
about their activities; and
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(d) train Central Public informtion Officers or State Public Information Officers, as (he case may
be.  of public  authorities  and  produce  relevant  training  materials  for  use  by  the  public  authorities
themselves.

(2) The appropriate Government shall, within eighteen months from the commencement of this Act,
compile  in  its ofricial  langtrage  a guide containing such  infortnation.  in an easily comprehensible  form
and manner, as may reasonably be required by a person who wishes to exercise any right specified in this
Act.

(i) The appropriate Government shall. if necessary, update and publish the guidelines refelTed to in
sub-section (2)  at regular  intervals which  shall,  in particular and  without prejudice  to the generality of
sub-section (2), include-

(a) the objeets of this Act;

(b)  the  postal  and  street  address.  the  phone  and  fax  number  and,  if available,  electromc  mail
address of the Central Public lnformation Officer or State Public Information Off[ceT, as the case may
be, of every public authority appointed under sub-section (/) of section 5;

(a) the manner and the fom in which request for access to an information Shall be made to a
Central Public lnforTnation Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be;

(0 the assistance available from and the duties of the Central Public Infomation Officer or State
Public hformation Officer, as the case fnay be, Of a public authority under this Act;

(e)  the  assistance  available  from  the  Central  Information  Commission  or  State  Information
Commission` as the case may be:

W  al(  remedies  in  law available  regarding an  act  or failure  to act  in  respect  of a  right or duty
conferred or imposed by this Act including the mamer of filing an appeal to the Commission;

Gr)  the provisions providing for the voluntary disclosure of categories of records  in accordance
with section 4;

(/I) the notices regarding foes to be paid in relation to requests for access to an infomation; and

(i)  any  additional  regulations  or  circulars  made  or  issued  in  relation to  obtaining  access  to  an
inforlnation in accordance with this Act.

(4)  The  appropriate  Government  must,  if necessary,  update  and  publish  the  guidelines  at  regular
intervals.

27. Power to lmke rules by appropriate Government.I/) The appropriate Government may. by
notification in the Official Gazette. make niles lo cafTy out the provisions of this Act.

(.7)  Tn  particular,  and  without  prejudice  to  the  generality  of the  foregoing  power,  such  Jules  may
provide for all or any of the following inatters, namely:-

(a)  the  cost  of the  mediuln  or print  cost  price  Of the  materials  (o  be  dissemina(ed  under  sub-
section (4) of section 4;

(b) the fee payable under sub-section (/) of section 6;

(a) the fee payable under sub-sections (/) and (i) of section 7;
I [(ca) the ten of office of the Chief lnforTnation Commissioner and Information Commissioners

under sub-sections (/) and (2) of section 13 and the State Chief hiormation Commissioner and State
Information Commissioners under sub-sections (/) and (2) of section 16;

(cb) the salaries. allowances and other teTlns and conditions of service of the Chief lnfomation
Commissioner and the hformation Commissioners under Sub-section (i) of section  13 and the State
Chief hfomation Commissioner and the State Infomation Commissioners under sub-section (5) of
section  16;I

I.   hs. by Act 24 of2019, s.  4, (w.e.£ 24-10-2019).
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(d) the salaries and allou/ances payable to and the terms and conditions of service of the officers
and other employees under sub-section (6) of section  13 and sub-section (6) of section  16;

(a)  the procedure  to be  adopted  by the  Central  hforrnation  Commission  or  State  Information
Commission, as the case may be, in deciding the appeals under sub-section (/0) of section 19; and

V) any other matter which is required to be, or may be, prescribed.

28.  Power  to   rake   rules   l}y   competent   authority.i/)   The  competent  authority  may,   by
notification in the Official Gazette, make rules to calTy out the provisions of this Act.

(2)  In  particular,  and  wi(bout  prejudice  to  the  generality  of the  foregoing  power,  such  rules  may
provide for all or any of the following matters, namely:-

(!.) the cost of the medium or print cost price of the materials to be disseminated under sub-section
(4) of section 4;

(i./.) the fee payable under sub-section (/) of section 6;

(i.i.£) the fee payable under sub-section (/) of section 7: and

(i.v) any other matter which is required lo be, or may be, prescribed.

29. Laying of rules.i/) Every rule made by the Central Government under this Act shall be laid, as
soon as may be after it is mede, before each House of parliament, while it is in session, for a total period
of thirty days  which may be  comprised  in  one  session  or  in  two  or  more  successive  sessions,  and  if.
before  the expiry of the session  immediately following the session  or the successive sessions  aforesaid,
both Houses agree in making any modification in the rule or both Houses agree that the rule should not be
made, the rule shall thereafter have effect only io such modified fom or be of no effect, as the case may
be;  so,  however,  that any  such  modification  or amulment  shall  be  without  prejudice  to  the  validity  of
anything previously done under that nile.

(2) Every rule made under this Act by a State Government shall be laid, as soon as .nay be after it is
notified, before the State Legislature.

30. Power to remove difficulties.+/) If any difficulty arises ifl giving effect to the provisions of
this Act, the Central Government may, by order published in the Official Gazette, make such provisions
not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act as appear to it to be necessary or expedient for removal of
the difficulty:

Provided that no such order shall be made after the expiry of a peried of two years from the date of
the commencement of this Act.

(2) Every order made under this section shall. as soon as may be after it is made. be laid before each
House of parliament.

31. Repeal.-The Freedom of Information Act, 2002 (5 of 2003) is hereby repealed.
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THE f lRST SCHEDULE

[5\:r€r sections  13  (i) and  16(i)I

FORM OF O.`TH oR .\FFiRMATioN ro BE MADE By THE cHiEF IL`.FORMATION cCiMMlssio>iER THE
I`FOR'VATioN Co\L\irssioNTR/THE STATE CHIEF INIORMATlott CoMMissioNER/T+iE STATE

.     J>iFORMATro`' cOMi«ssfot\;ER
ill,      „„ .............. „      hat.ing     been      appointed      Chief     Information      Commissioner,'Infomation

Commissioner/State        Chief       Information        Commiss ioner state        lrfbmation        Commissioner
svear in the name of God that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the

solendy afin
Constitution of India as dy IOU. established. that I will  uphoid the sot.ereignty and integrity of India, thal  I
will duly and faithfully and to the best of my at7ility. knowledge and jndgTnent perform tlie duties of my
office withotit fear or favour. affection or ilhhrill and that I will upliold the Constitution and the laws.".
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The SECOND SCIIEDULE

(See scetion 24)

INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY ORGANISATION ESTABLISHED BY THE CENTRAL GOVIENhENT

I. Intelligence Bureau.
8[2. Researeh and Analysis Wing including its technical wing namely, the Aviation Rcmarch Centre of the
Cabinet Secretariat.]
3. Directorate of Revenue htelligence.
4. Central Economic htelligence Bureau
5. Directorate Of Enforcement.
6. Narcotics Control Bureau.
9[7..         .            a                +             .I
8[8+ Special Frontier ForceJ
9. Border Security Force.
10. Central Reserve Police Force.
I I. hdo-Tibetan Border Police.
12. Central hdustrial Security Force.
13. National Security Guards.
14. Assam Rifles.
i[15.Sashtra Se-Bal.]
![16.DirectorateGeneraloflncome-tax(Investigation).]
2[17.NationalTechnicalResearchOTganisation,]
2[18. Financial htelligence UndL hdia.I
3[19. Special Protection Group.
20. Defence Research and Developmen( Organisation,
21. Border Road Developznent Board.
a. * * *  *]

i[22. National Seeurity Council Secretariat.I
6[23. Central Bureau of Investigation.]
6[24. National investigation Agency. ]
6[25. National htel]igence Grid.I
7[26. Stratedc Forces Command.]

I. Subs, by notification No. G.S.R. 347. dated 28-9-2005
2. Subs. by I`olification No. a.S.R. 235(E) dated 27.3.2008
3. [ns. by notilication No. G.S.R. 347, dated 28-9-2005
4. Omitted by a.S.R. 235(E) dated 27-3-2008
5. Added by notifi`cation No.G.S.R. 726(E). dated 8-10-2008
6. Added by notification No. G.S.R. 442(E). dated 9,6-2011
7. Added by notification No. G.S.R. 673{E}, dated 8-7-2016
8. Subs. try notification No. G.S.R. 253, dated 4-5-202 I
9. Omitted by notification No. a.S.R. 253. dated 4-5-2021


