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Discussion on ‘Indian Children’s Literature Today’

As part of the series of monthly
meetingson children’sliteraturein Delhi
and other places of India, National
Centre for Children’s Literature, a wing
of National Book Trust, India, organised
a discussion on Indian Children’s
Literature Today at State Resource
Centre for Adult Education,
Bhubaneswar on 9 January 2012.

Speaking on the occasion Shri Atanu
Roy, eminent illustrator observed that
the illustrations or drawings in the
children’sbooks should please children’s
mind. He emphasised that books with
illustration befitting the text will
certainly attract the child-reader. He felt
that illustration or drawing should be
considered at par with the literary
content for children.

Prominent speakers on the occasion
included Smt. Deepa Agarwal , eminent
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Wise Thoughts!

"In a day, when you don't come acoss
any problems - you can be sure that
you aretravelling in wrong path."
"Take up oneidea. Makethat oneidea
your life-think of it, dream of it, and
live on that idea. Let the brain,
muscles, nerves, every part of your
body, befull of that idea, and just leave
every other ideaaone. Thisistheway
to success, that is the way great
spiritual giants are produced.”

Swami Vivekananda

author, Smt Manisha Choudhry, Head,
Content Development, Pratham Books,
Shri Dash Benhur, eminent children’s
author from Odisha, Shri Manas Ranjan
Samal, Media Coordinator, OPEPA and
Editor, Jhumuka, Shri Manas Ranjan
Mahapatra, Editor, NCCL (NBT) and Dr.
Harihar Kanungo, Director, OdiaBhasha
Pratisthan. The speakers expressed
concern over non- availability of
adequate reading materials for children
keeping their changing reading needsin
mind.

Shri SatyabrataBarik, Director, SRC
for Adult Education, Odisha presided
over the discussion.
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The Krishna
Al Valliappa

The source of theriver Krishna, the second
largest of the east-flowing rivers of south
India, isasoto befoundintheWestern Ghats
in Maharashtra. This source is near
Mahabal eshwar at aheight of nearly 1400
metresabovesealevel. Itis145kilometres
south-east of Bombay (now Mumbai) and
60kilometresfromtheArabian Seainanarea
of heavy rainfdl.

TheKrishna, likethe Godavari and the
Kaveri, gartsfromaspring whichnever dries
up. Therock fromwhichthisspringemerges
has been carvedin the shape of acow’shead
and, therefore, it appearsasthough theriver
iscoming out of the mouth of the cow-figure.
Thewater falsinto asmall tank below.

TheKrishna and the Godavari are not
merely rivers, they arewhat arecalled river
systems. TheKaveri isariver. Itisalovely,
long, graceful, much-lovedriver, butitisjust
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oneriver. Tributariesjoinitfromtimetotime,
but these are not much more than large
streams. TheKrishnaand the Godavari, on
the other hand, are each many riversin one.
The river Krishna has about 10 main
tributaries at least two of which are major
riverswith tributariesof their own.

The two main rivers which join the
Krishna arethe Bhimaand the Tungabhadra.
Before the river leaves Maharashtra and
entersAndhraPradesh, the Bhimajoinsit.
The Tungabhadra, the most important and
the longest of the tributary rivers of the
Krishna, joinsthemainriver near Kurnool in
AndhraPradesh. Yet athirdtributary of the
Krishna isthe Mus which starts south of
Hyderabad and flowssouthwards. Theriver
Mus is historically related to the Fort at
Golcondawhichwasfamousinthe 16" and
17" centuriesfor itsdiamonds.

Along the banksof theKrishna, asalong
most Indian rivers, we have a number of
pilgrim centres. Themost important of these
isSrisallamwhichisstuated onaplateauin
the Kurnool district of Andhra Pradesh.
Below thisplateauisadeep valley through
whichtheKrishnaflows. Srisaillamisthus
situated in picturesgue surroundings. The
ancient temple of Mallikarjuna there is
famous for its sculpture, bas-relief and
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frescoes which depict incidents from the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata. Walking
downthemountain Sdethreekilometreseast
of thetemple, you descend athousand steps
before you see the river Krishna flowing
below. Heretheriver iscaled the Patd aganga,
the Gangesthat runsfar below. Thetemple
records show that these stepswere built by
oneof the Reddis of Kondaveedu inthe 15"
and 16" centuries. Mahasivaratri, thefestival
which marksthe end of winter, isimportant
at thistemple. On that
day thousandsof pilgrims
flock hereto batheinthe
Patalaganga and go to
thetemplefor adarshan
of Mdlikarjuna.

Everyone can enter
thistemple. Thereareno
caste  differences
observed here. Menand
women cangorightinto
theinnermost part of thetempleto worship.
The devotees can fetch water from the
Patalagangaand bathetheidol themselves.
Thesemay seemunusud privilegestobegiven
todevotees. Thereisastory behindthis. A
hill tribe called the Chenchus live here.
Legend hasit that Lord Shivamarried agirl
named Lakshmi fromthistribe. Balladshave
been written ontheromantic story of Chenchu
Lakshmi.
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Adi Shankara, thefamous philosopher of
the eighth century, in histravelsround the
country, visited Srisallam and stayed therefor
some time. He used to bathe in the
Patalagangaevery day and the songshe sang
inpraiseof Mallikarjunaand hisqueen-wife
arefamousin Indian religiouspoetry.

TheKrishnacomes downthe Ghatsnear
Raichur. Within adistanceof fivekilometres
it descends nearly 120 metres. During the
rainy season thethundering roar of thewaters

can be heard for miles

around. From herethe
{ river flows east to
Vijayawadathroughhilly
terrain. Some
Kilometres south of
Vijayawada beginsthe
delta area of the
Krishna

Thefirst dam across
theriver wasbuilt in the year 1855 outside
Vijayawadaat aplacewhere Krishnaflows
between two mountainswhich areakilometre
apart. Thisanicut was begun in 1853 and
completed in 1855. It is 1140 metreslong
anditsheight issx metresfromtheriver-bed.
Thisdam storesupriver water whichisused
tofeedtheareaaround through avast network
of canals.

Uptothisdam, theKrishnaflowsrapidly
through hillsand mountainsand, therefore,
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cannot be used by boats. But once past
Vijayawadasmall boatsareused for fishing
intheriver.

Thetown of Vijayawadaissurrounded by
hills. Legend hasit thet it wasinthesehillsthat
Arjunagtayedtodo penanceandworshipLord
Shiva. Pleased with hisdevotion, Lord Shiva
gavehimawegpon so powerful that hecould
not be defeated. Modern Vijayawadais an
important cultural and commercid centrein
Andhra Pradesh. It isaso amgor raillway
junction. The soil here is suitable for the
cultivation of cotton and paddy.

Buddhismonceflourishedinthisregion.
There are relics and ruins in towns on the
banks of the Krishna which prove this.
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Amaravati isonesuchtown. Thestory goes
that the Deathl ess People—people who had
obtained the boon of freedom from death—
oncelived here. That waswhy thecity came
tobecdled Amaravati. Near the present town
of Amaravati was situated Dharanikota
(Dhanyaka-takam), one of the important
Buddist centres. It was the capital of the
Satavahanakings. Itisnow inruins. The
stupaat Amaravati isexactly likethe oneat
Sanchi, only bigger. TheBuddhist sculptures
here are famous. They are works of great
kill and beauty. They remind usof theartistry
and workmanship of theAndhracraftsmen
who lived here 2000 years ago.
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Another famous Buddhist centre,
Nagarjunakonda, is situated on the south
bank of the Krishna. It is named after
Nagarjuna, one of the great poets and
teachers of Buddhism. Soon after
independence the Government wanted to
build adam hereacrosstheKrishna. Asthe
digging progressed, it was discovered that
an ancient city lay buried here. Thework
was stopped for sometime and the
Archaeological Department of the
Government took over the site. Their
excavationsin this area brought to light a
civilizationwhich wasagloriouschapter in
thehistory of thisarea.

At Nagarjunakonda was discovered
evidence of matts, stupas, inscriptionsand a
university which had flourished in thethird
century A.D. Relicsof underground drainage
systems, open air burial and bathing ghats
were also discovered. All these
archaeologica findshavebeen collected and
arenow displayed inamuseum on thetop of
ahill nearby. Thereisevidenceto show that
inthose days studentsfrom Ceylon, Japan,
China, Tibet and Siam cameto study at the
Nagarjunakondauniversity. Therearemany
other historical facts which have been
unearthed to provethat on the banks of the
Krishna there once flourished a highly
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developed civilisation. The Chinesetraveller,
Hiuen Tsang, vigted Vijayawada, Amaravati
and Nagarjunakondaand haswritten about
them.

On the site of the ancient city of
Nagarjunakonda a mighty masonry dam
acrosstheKrishnariver isbeing constructed.
The vast reservoir here is called
Nagarjunasagar. Thedam isconsidered the
highest and longest in India. The hydro-
electric project planned hereisexpected to
yieldan additional 12 lakhtonsof paddy and
50,000 tonsof sugar and producethroughits
two units 50 megawatts each of electric
power. Theincomefromall thisisexpected
to bemorethan ahundred crorerupeesevery
year.

Sixty-fivekilometresfrom Vijayawada
theKrishnasplitsintotworivers. Thesouthern
branch of theriver further dividesinto many
smaller streams and after afew kilometres
meetsthe seaat Masulipatam. Inthisdelta
areaisanidandformation called Deevu. In
theold days, theriver water had to be pumped
tothisisland for irrigation but now asmall
dam has been built here so that the water
from the river is directly available for
cultivation.

(From the book: Sory of
Our Rivers, NBT)
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Multi-Facated Genius 'Rajgji'

VarshaDas

b ddl IrAsNaTATE A
C.RAJAGOPALACHARI

c.61-8.8I

TRe N2 0

Every year we celebrate Rajgji’s birth
anniversary onthe 10" December. Weclean
and garland hisstatue, expressour reverence
tothe person who wasamulti-faceted genius.
All thosewho dedicated their livesfor India's
freedom, and her reconstruction and
resurrection after the Independenceadornthe
pagesof history. Inwhat way arewegoing
to pay our debt of gratitude to those great
men and women of India? | think thereare
twowaysinwhichwecan, andwemust. The
firstissharing Reggi’slifeand philosophy in
our own lives so that we can al so contribute
something for the betterment of our society
and the country in a concrete manner, and
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not mere empty words. Empty words are
wiped off soon after they areuttered, whereas
solid work remainsand benefitsmany.

Let menarraeoneincidentfromRggi’'s
lifewhen he wasthe Governor-General of
India. Rgjgi liked solitude. Oneevening he
wasreclining at theextremeend of thelawn.
His Military Secretary Mr. Bimanesh
Chatterjeeapproached him and both of them
walked to his bedroom. Soon a room-
attendant walked in with athermos-flask in
his hand. He was stooping and looked
drowsy. Rajgji asked Mr Chatterjeetofind
outif hewasunwell. Theattendant said that
he had aheadache. Rajgji wanted to know
the causes of headache, so Mr Chatterjee
listed out anumber of causes. Rajgji asked
whether acohol also caused a headache.
And then he added that whenever that
attendant came on duty he emanated a
peculiar unplessant smell. Rggji had dready
found out the attendant’ s antecedents. He
informed Mr Chatterjee that the attendant
came from the hilly region. He should be
told that down in the plains he should not
continue with the habits of the hill people,
Rajagji added.

Mr Chatterjeereplied that hewould get
him shifted d sawherebecausean addict might
not findit easy to changehishabit. But Rggi
felt that was no remedy. He told Mr
Chatterjee, ‘Men can be made to change
many of their habits. They can be madeto
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sleep during the day and work during the
night. Many things can be done through
inducement also. Working on that
assumption, why don’t you pay him afew
morerupeesfrom my personal account? You
might perhaps see him changing his habit
sooner than you expect.’

Mr Chaterjee writes in his book
Thousand Dayswith Rajaji that hefollowed
Rajgji’ssuggestion and was glad to see how
surprisingly and quickly the man changed
himself. He might not have completely
abandoned hisold habit but hewascertainly
avery sober man whenever hewason duty,
and that was atestimony to Rajaji himself.
We can see here that Rgjgji was not much
concerned about hisown comfort level, but
was more worried about his attendant’s
drinking habit. Through thiscompassionate
act theattendant’ shealth and life, both were
saved.

Rajai, like Gandhiji, believed ininner
goodnessof man. Boththesegreat menlived
asmplelife. Gandhiji’ssimplicity; wecan
see at the Gandhi Smriti in Delhi, at the
Sabarmati Ashramin Ahmedabad and also
at the Bapu Kutir in Sevagram. I'll quote
here the words of Mr Phillips. He was
President Roosevelt’ spersond representative
inIndia Hehad cdleduponRggi inMadras
(now Chennai), and then he reported,
“Rajagopal achari, one of the few real
statesmenin India, greeted mewith warmth
whichtouched medeeply. Heledmeintoa
roomamost barewith furniture. A chair had
been provided for mebesidethe mattresson
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whichheseated himsdlf. Onthewhitewashed
walls there was only one picture, that of
Gandhi...”

While talking about Gandhiji | am
reminded of one of the most significant
contributionsof both Rajgji and Gandhiji in
eradicating untouchability. Gandhiji had
written about untouchability on 8" December
1920inhisjourna Young India, “1 consider
untouchability to beaheinouscrimeagainst
humanity. Itisnot asignof saf-restraint, but
anarrogant assumption of superiority.” Also
in hisanother journal Harijan hewrote on
25" March 1933, “In battling against
untouchability andin dedicating mysdlf tothet
battle, | have nolessan ambitionthanto see
acompleteregeneration of humanity. It may
be amere dream, asunreal assilver in the
sea-shell. Itisnot soto mewhilethedream
lasts, and, inthewords of Romain Rolland,

February 2012/ 7



“Victory liesnot intheredisation of thegod,
but inardentlesspursuit after it.”

Gandhiji wasplanning to sart thisbattle
against untouchability intheNorth India, but
itwasRggi whoing sted that Gandhiji should
begin from the South because caste customs
werevery hard and harshinthe South. Rggji
believed that if Gandhiji could makeadentin
the South thework inthe North Indiawould
become easier. Gandhiji agreed. Rajgji at
that timewasinthe Coimbatorejail, but his
close associate Dr T S S Rgjan arranged
Gandhiji’sHarijantour inTamil Nadu. Rggi’s
prison term ended while Gandhiji was
attacking orthodoxy and ancient out-dated
customs. Rajgji joined him. Harijans
benefited. Thetour impacted politicsalso.
Mr Vaidyananth lyer accompanied by abatch
of Harijans entered the famous M eenakshi
Temple at Madurai and offered worship to
thedeity. Thiswasindeed ahistoric action.

Gandhiji and Rgjgji did havedifferences
pertaining to certain actionsbut their concern
and respect for each other never diminished.
In one of their conversations once Rajgji
asked Gandhiji that he should be given the
authority to decide not thefate of the country
but the communal question. Gandhiji saidto
him, “You need not ask for that authority. You
know that we might differ but we do not
distrust each other.” When | came across
this| wasreminded of what my Mentor Dr
Daisaku lkeda always tells us, “ You may
disagree, but never disrepect.”

Humour wasanimportant part of Rggi’s
personality. Oneof hisbiographersMr RK
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Murti says, “Humour rinsed themdiceout of
hissystem.” | wouldliketo narratehereone
incident from the biography Rajaji—Lifeand
Work. Once Rajgji was talking Kasturba
around the Tiruchengode Ashram. It wasthe
centreof Gandhian activities. Rggi had given
concrete shape to the ideal of Gandhiji to
work for economic liberation through Khadi
and cottageindustries. Whilelooking at the
colours of Khadi production Kasturba
inquiredin her broken English, “ Colour go?’
Shewanted to know about the quality of the
dye, whether the colours were fast or they
ran. Ragji replied, “Thisisno-go colour.”
Othersstanding nearby laughed so Baasked
in all simplicity whether her English was
wrong. Rajgji gaveagentlereply, “No, itis
BasEnglish.”

| learnt something from thisincident al so.
Thespirit, gentlenessand respect for others
aremoreimportant than merefluency inthe
language. Communciationissuccesstul when
both the partiesrespect each other.

varshadas42@gmail.com
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Sudent
Ashish Sareen

My Page

Good morning Miss

for menoday of bliss
Good morning and it down
then shetook around

OK take out your note books

O*God’ watching mewith angry looks
haveyou learnt your test?

but I’ venever tried torest

Haveyou brought your Math?
God, save mefrom her wrath
come hereyou stupid child
she'll beat me, sheiswild

When | wassmall

why they loved meall?
Ashishwhereisyour book?
theway shetriesto snoop

A fary’ll comefromthesky

I'velostitMam looking me, tomeshe Il fly
you acursed damn shewill methen embrace
I'maware, you are asly and make away in the space.
tellingmedl lie

Shesent himout of classinvain
hewatched othersfrom the pane
he wept and wept and wept

and with the open eyesdreamt
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C/o Manish Aul

Commandant
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Friends Forever

Hema Rao

Reemahad anew classmate, Sunita. They
became friends when Sunita helped
Reema to understand what their long-
suffering Mathematics teacher was
trying to din into their dim-witted thick
heads! Sunita had no problems with
mathematics unlike Reema. For Reema
to get a sum right was as tough as
conguering Mt.Everest!

It was a friendship like that between
chalk and cheese. Unlike Reema, Sunita
never exploded like a firecracker when
things went awry. She was the calm,
practical one. Reema was the bold,
fearless, reckless one. She was aways
in ahurry to get things and never looked
left or right or back or front. So no one
was ever surprised when she inevitably
took atoss every now and then.
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Back home, Reema’s mother had a
new bai to do the household daily chores.
Her namewas Tara. Taragot theweekend
off. Reema never saw her as for some
strange reason Tara took a sabbatical
whenever Reema had a school holiday.
Tara was a quiet, efficient woman. She
was awidow and had a daughter of the
same age as Reema. Tara had only one
wish — her beti should study hard and do
well in life.

“Do you want her to be a doctor or
an engineer?’ asked Snehlata, Reema’s
mother.

“l just want her to be financially
independent and to be able to cope with
problems that come into her life. She
should always be a good, generous and
kind-hearted person,” said Tara, in asoft
voice.

These wise words made Reema’s
mother do a rethink. Henceforth, she
never told Reema that she had to study
hard to become a doctor or an engineer
or this or that. Instead, Reema was now
given the motherly advice that if she
studied diligently she would get what
SHE wanted from life!

One day, while clearing up Reema's
cupboard (which always looked as if a
tornado had blown through it), Snehlata
found afew frocksthat Reemano longer
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wore. There was also alacy pastel blue
party frock with atear init. She gavethe
frocks to Tara.

“Pleasegiveit toany girl you know,”
said Snehlata. “ The party frock hasatear
initbutitisvery pretty. A good darn will
make it wearable.”

Parent-teacher meeting day dawned.
Reema was very excited. Finally her
mother would meet her new friend. Her
mother was also in for a big surprise.
Reema had scored a 100 in the latest
mathematics class test!

When Reemareached school, Sunita
was aready in their classroom with her
mother. Sunita smiled at Reema while
her mother kept a grim face and refused
to look at them. Snehlata and Reema
stared at the two for two different
reasons. Snehlata saw that Sunita's
mother was Tara, her bai. Tara looked
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very different. Shewasclad inasilk sari
and her hair was done up in a bun. She
looked very elegant unlike what she did
when she came to do their household
chores. Reema stared at Sunita because
her friend’s frock was her own favourite
blue, lacy party frock! Mother had told
her that her old frocks had been given to
the bai. How did it reach Sunita?

To Reema’s surprise, Sunita did not
wait to talk with her. She just smiled at
Reema and said, “Namasthe!” to
Reema’ s mother before she ran after her
mother who had walked off hurriedly
without greeting Reema’'s mother.

“What’swrong with her?” wondered
Reema.

“Who, dear?’
“Sunita”
“THAT was Sunita?’

“And where did sheget MY frock?’
persisted Reema . “Mal To
whom did you give my old
frocks?’

Before her mother could
give a reply, the class teacher
summoned them into the
classroom. Snehlatalearnt from
the class teacher that Reema
was finally doing well in her
studies. Teachers were happy
that Sunita and Reema were
good friends. Each had
something to learn from the
other!
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Back home, Reema's mother insisted
that the frocks had been given to their
bai, Tara

“Maybe Tara bai got new steel
utensils from the bartan-wala in
exchangefor those frocks. Sunita’'smum
must have bought it in a second-hand
clothes bazaar. Well, it doesn’t matter,”
said Reema. “She looked very pretty in
it. Blue colour never suited me.”

Snehlatahoped Sunitawould go avay
to another school. She did not want
Tara’'s daughter to be Reema’s best
friend. Reema, the daughter of an event
planner, was the best friend of the
daughter of the maid who cleaned their
house. Snehlatawasnot happy. Shewould
be the laughing stock of their
neighbourhood.

Two things changed since the PT
meeting that week. Tara bai stopped
coming to Reema’s house to do work.
Sunita told Reema that she would be
going to another school. Reemawasvery
upset on hearing this.

“Why?" asked Reema

“Mother wants to move to another
place,” said Sunita.

At home, Snehlata noticed that
Reema was not happy.

“Is something bothering you, dear?’

“Sunita is going away to another
school,” said Reema, with tears in her
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eyes. “| hate her mother. Why should she
change her school when she is doing so
well here?’

“Her mother is Tara— our bai,” said
Snehlata. “ She has stopped coming over
hereto do work. Maybe she doesn’t want
her daughter to be your best friend.”

“Why?" asked Reema, angrily.
“She does household chores here.”

“THAT is no reason to shift Sunita
to another school. You too work in
other’s homes. She cleans-up homes
while you arrange stuff for big events.
She has to work. Sunita doesn't have a
father and her mother wants her to go to
a good school.”

Reema’s mother stared at her
daughter. She realized the girl spoke the
truth.

FF-2, Suraksha Comforts
19, 17" Cross, Padmanabha Nagar
Bangalore-560070 (Karnataka)
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Two Interesting Books for Children

Tara Tambe, Forest Friends

-~ . - 2R

TARA TAMBE,
FOREST FRIEND!

Tar a
wantstogoto
a n
amusement
park for her
holidays. But
her parents
are  being
difficult.

Will her
deadly
tantrum work
or will they drag her off on a wild
vacation anyway?

Then Taragets sent amysteriousfox,
and some unlikely-and-unwelcome-
guests show up!

A lessonin‘wild’ manners?Or just a
bad dream?

Join Tara and her friends in this
delightfully illustrated, roller-coaster
ride of story....

Lavanya Karthik, the illustrator has
prepared nice pictures befitting the text.

A Pie Surprise and other Stories

SIVING STORIEE

The three

stories in thi ;
e D
ek Surprise

and Dther

Whether it b

isRamu onthe
streets  of e
Kolkata, or %
Bob in 1

M assachusettes -
suburb, or Aditi Dea ﬂ
Anansi in a

West African village, the stories
describe children who think about
someone other than themselves.

The stories highlight the point that
giving is not only the prerogative of the
privileged, but instead is an example of
the sincere human desire in al of usto
provideand gift and bring joy to another.

It is hoped that these interesting
stories would inspire our young readers
to share the bounty in their lives with
those who may not be as fortunate.

[llustrations by Aditi Deo are
breathtaking.

Shobha Tharoor Srinivasan
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