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Focus on Indian Children's Content in AFCC 2014

India was the Country of Focus at the
Asian Festival of Children's Content
(AFCC) held at National Library
Building, Singapore from 30 May to 4
June 2014. Mr Lawrence Wong,
Minister for Culture, Community and
Youth and 2nd Minister, Ministry of
Communications and Information
inaugurated the Festival. Mrs Vijay
Thakur Singh, High Commissioner of
India in Singapore was the special guest
on the occasion. The function was also
attended by Ms Claire Chiang,
Chairperson, AFCC, Mr R Ramachandran,
Executive Director, AFCC and Dr M A
Sikandar, Director, NBT among others.
Earlier, the Focus Country Pavilion was
inaugurated by the Indian High
Commissioner in the presence of the
dignitaries.
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AFCC 2014 provided a vibrant forum
to Indian authors, illustrators and
publishers to showcase India's diverse
and rich children's content and tradition
of storytelling in different Indian
languages since ancient times. The
Indian presentation included a special
exhibit of over 200 recently published
children's books in English, Hindi,
Gujarati and Tamil, a set of specially
curated panels displaying a visual
journey of children's literature in India
and illustrative elements including cut-
outs of amazing legendary characters
like Vyasa and Ganesh, Tenali Rama,
Birbal, etc. from Indian
mythology and storytelling tradition.
The pavilion was designed by Mr
Debabrata Sarkar, Deputy Director (Art),
NBT.

Swami
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The panel discussions that were
organised at the Festival on various

themes included A Brush with
Creativity: My Colourful Story, What
Girls are Doing in Our Stories: Gender
Issues in Indian Children's Literature,
Past, Present Future: Reinventing
Children's Literature, The Child in Me:
My Writings, India in Pictures: Comics
and Graphic Novels and Jungle Chat:
Animals and Birds in Indian Children's
Literature. The speakers and
moderators in these events included
eminent authors, editors, publishers and
illustrators, like Mr Arup Kumar Dutta,
Ms Deepa Agarwal, Justice Leila Seth,
Ms Manjula Padmanabhan, Dr Divik
Ramesh, Ms Usha Venkataraman, Mr
Subir Shukla, Mr Atanu Roy, Ms
Sampurna Chattarji, Ms Nina Sabnani,
Dr M A Sikandar, Ms Gitanjali
Chatterjee, Mr Manas Ranjan
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Mahapatra, Mr Deep Saikia, Ms Atiya
Zaidi, Ms Navin Menon and Mr S K
Khurana from the Indian publishing
industry.

The event Meet the Indian Literary
Stars followed by the India Night on 1
June 2014 created a pleasant forum of
interaction between authors and
illustrators from India and other parts of
the world. Mr S R Nathan, former
President of Singapore, Mrs Vijay
Thakur Singh, High Commissioner of
India at Singapore and Ms Sim Ann,
Minister of State, Ministry of Education
and Ministry of Communications and
Information were the honoured guests
on the occasion. The Hindi and Tamil
renderings of the AFCC title Water by
Christopher Cheng and brought out by
NBT were released on the occasion.
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From NBT’s Treasure Trove

Guno and Koyo

Kala Thairani

Guno and Koyo are two names known
to everyone in Indonesia. And whenever
their names are mentioned people
cannot suppress a smile, for Guno means
"helpful” but he is really very unhelpful.
Koyo means "wealth" but he rarely has
any money. What is more, if Koyo ever
acquires any wealth, his friend Guno, the
helpful, helps him lose it.

It happened once that Guno and
Koyo decided to rob an old Hadji
(a Muslim holy man). In the darkness of
the night they entered noiselessly into
the Hadji's house and began to dig a hole
in the wall. When the hole was big
enough for one man to crawl through,

Guno went inside, lit a candle and by its
dim light collected the Hadji's valuables
and passed them through the opening to
Koyo who piled them neatly on the
ground. As Guno was about to leave, his
eye fell on the Hadji's colourful robe
hanging on a peg. He removed it and
tried it on himself. "Oh, it is grand. I must
not spoil it," he told himself, feeling the
rich material with his hands. Seeing the
Hadji sound asleep, he decided to leave
by the front tentrance. So he tiptoed to
the door unlocked it and went out.

Meanwhile Koyo was waiting
anxiously for Guno's return. He sat
guarding the opening they had dug and
wondered why his

friend was taking so
long inside. Just then,
he saw a robed figure
step out from the front
door. He thought it was
the Hadji.

"O-oh. The Hadji,"
he screamed in fright
and fled, leaving behind
their pile of loot.

6 / ST 2014

e HA gelfed



The robed figure was none other
than Guno himself. When he heard
Koyo's frightened exclamation, he
thought that the Hadji had awakened and
was right behind him. So he threw down
the robe and ran in swift pursuit after
Koyo.

The two men made so much noise
fleeing through the village that the
neighbours woke up and rushed out with
sticks and sickles to beat the culprits.

Guno and Koyo ran on in headlong
flight, too afraid to stop and look back.
They ran through the village and across
the open fields until they came to the
edge of the river.

"Quick. Jump in" said Guno. "We are
finished," wailed Koyo. "If we jump in,
we shall be drowned. If we don't the
villagers will catch us and kill us."

Readers’ Club Bulletin

"Don't be acoward" Guno said. "The
river is not in flood. We won't be
drowned."

"If it were in flood," Guno reasoned
"the water would be muddy. But it is so
clear, you can see the bottom of the
river."

Koyo leaned forward to take a
proper look. In the faint starlight he
could see the rocky surface of the
riverbed. "You may be right", he
conceded. "But you go in first and tell
me how it is."

So Guno pulled himself up,
breathed deeply, closed his eyes and
leaped from the ledge. He landed on an
absolutely dry bed. The stones hurt his
feet but he did not cry. Instead, he lay
down and made swimming motions to
convince his friend that there was
nothing to fear.
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Koyo shouted. "Why, don't you say
something? Is it all right?"

"Can't you see me swimming?" Guno
asked and said, "The water is very nice."

The villagers were now close to the
river and Koyo could hear the clanging
of their weapons. He took a deep breath,
closed his eyes and jumped from the
ledge.

Like Guno he landed on the dry
riverbed and the stones hurt his feet and
knees. "Oo-ho.Where is the water?" he
asked Guno.

"Shut up, you fool. Try and swim like
me; otherwise they will pursue us here,"
Guno replied. So Koyo also stretched
himself on the ground and moved his
legs and arms as though he was
swimming.

The villagers had now reached the
ledge. Looking down they gazed in
wonder at the two frightened men trying
to swim in the river that had been dry
for months.

"Look, Look," they shouted to each
other, amazed beyond belief. Then they
laughed and put down their weapons.
They could not bring themselves to
punish such silly fugitives.

Since then, whenever a person tries
to get out of a difficult situation by a
foolish act, people tell him, "Don't go
swimming in a dry riverbed."

(From NBT Publication The Verdict
and Other Tales from The East)

When the ocean water

turn into vapours from the sun's heat
the vapours go up to the sky

and become clouds

the clouds have task

to fulfil the wish of land

Rain
Vikalp

When the clouds burst

it starts raining

the clouds complete their mission
given by the ocean

to give water to the thirsty land!

1686, Sector-4
Karnal-132001 (Haryana)
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The Nightmare

Mugdha Pandey

Every morning, Rajat used to go for a
walk. Walking kept him healthy and
refreshed his mind. It was his daily
routine. Though, health was not the only
reason for this motivated schedule. His
friends would accompany him, so it was
also the time when he would start the
day surrounded by his friends. They were
very dear to him.

Everyday, he would getup at 5 am in
the morning. After having splashed some
water on his face, he would get ready
within 10 minutes and leave for the
nearby park. On his way to the park, he

used to admire the trees lining the street.
The rustling leaves, moving with the
morning breeze, made his heart full of
joy.

Rajat was quite a nature lover. He
loved looking at the birds, chirping on
the trees' barks while he would hum
along sweetly. The agile squirels, who
would move so quickly had caught his
fancy as they would embark on the tree
right away, if Rajat approached them.

All this made him delighted and he
looked forward to have such a lovely
time in the lap of nature. And, thus he
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would reach the park and would meet his
friends and continue his walk for a quick
half an hour so as to come back home in
time to get ready for school.This was
his daily routine. This was his dear
grandpa's advice. He had instilled the
healthy habit in Rajat, which he was
proud of.

That day was no different. The clock
rang five. Rajat, with same enthusiasm,
got up from his bed. He went about his
routine and geared up for the walk. The
same fervour rang inside him to enjoy
nature.

He climbed down the stairs of his
house thinking about the palm trees,
dancing gently to the tune of morning
breeze on the street. By now, he had well
reached the street.

As he moved ahead, he felt uneasy.
He rubbed his eyes to make sure what
he saw was real. But still he didn't
believe it. The sight was quite gut-
wrenching for Rajat. He grew as silent
as the grave. His zeal soon gave way to
disappointment. He, who loved the trees
so much, had to walk without the trace
of any of them.

"What has happened to all the trees?
Where are they?" he thought. There was
not a single tree to be found, where only
yesterday he had enjoyed the morning
chants of the birds on the Ashoka tree.
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"What a gruesome act! He must be cruel
who fell all the trees overnight," he
remarked.

Reflecting profoundly on the
happening of this morning, he still
decided to go and meet his friends. He
walked with only man-made buildings
around him. There were no squirrels no
birds and no greenery around him. The
whole image was such as someone had
forgotten to put trees in his sketch, the
only thing visible was tall, high rise
buildings against backdrop of the sky.

He reached the park. His friends,
Rohan and Sonu were eagerly waiting
for him. They both bore the same
expression of shock. They had been
themselves quite dumb struck. On
seeing Rajat approaching towards
them,they hurried to him. What they had
witnessed was nothing short of a
miracle, though not in the positive sense
of the word.

"Do you see what has happened?"
asked Rohan innocently. "That is quite
visible, Rohan," replied Rajat trying not
to be rude to his friend. "Where on earth
are all the trees?" asked Sonu. "It was
only yesterday when we had noticed that
petite squirrel with a darker hue on that
tree and look at it today, there is nothing
to look at nothing to admire. Why has
all this occurred suddenly?" he added.
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Either of them was as clueless as the
other. This sudden transformation had
befuddled them all. "These high rise
buildings have replaced all the trees,"
said Rajat. "But how can one be able to
replace them all just in a day?" he
pondered. "No trees means no oxygen,
how are we going to survive? We don't
have much time left," added Sonu in
despair.

While the boys were brooding over
the predicament, everyone else seemed
to carry on his business as if nothing
surprising had happened. They noticed
that Sharma uncle, who was a regular
visitor like them for daily morning
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walk, was calmly going about his
business.

"Any man with two eyes would be
able to find trees missing, how has he
not noticed?" asked Rajat. "Do you think
he might be behind it?" enquired Sonu,
though he was quite sure he must have
done it.

Sonu did not like Sharma uncle.
Once Sonu was pissing in the garden as
he could not control the nature's call.
He had been caught and reprimanded
thoroughly by none other than Sharma
uncle. Sonu himself had been aware of
the wrong doing but it was the urgency
that drove him use the corner of the
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park, drawing the anger of Guardian of
the Park, as Sonu would call him. This
incident was deeply engraved on his
mind and thus his dislike towards Sharma
uncle.

Neither Rajat nor Rohan replied to
Sonu's question. Instead, they thought of
asking the Guardian of the Park about
the possible reasons. Both of them
approached Sharma uncle while Sonu
followed them, though unwillingly.

"Excuse-us, uncle, do you have any
idea what has happened this morning?"
Rajat and Rohan asked in unison. "I hope
it's not the third World War." remarked
uncle. This was also why the boys
loathed him. He could never answer any
question directly. "Of course, it is, but
between man and the nature," quipped
Sonu. Both Rajat and Rohan were
pleasantly surprised at Sonu's reasonable
remark.

Taken aback by the crispness of the
remark made by Sonu, Sharma uncle had
no choice but to come straight to the
point. He told them about how their
parents and everyone else had just been
contributing in the felling of trees.

"Many stomachs to feed, many heads
to cover under the roof, many hands to
work, thus for food, shelter and job,
people have cut all the trees. They
needed place to stay, they cleared all of

18 / S 2014

it. Same way, they cut trees to set up
factories where they could employ
others and feed their children with
whatever they earned. How do you then
expect to see the trees all your life? You
have been, however, lucky that at least
you have seen what trees are like. Think
of those who would not be able to see
the floral diversity that nature once
offered. All that they would be looking
at would be men and women with
skyscrapers everywhere. They would not
know the green colour forever."

Sharma uncle's monologue set the
three kids' imagination rolling. They
could never have thought of a world
without trees! Rajat was so upset that he
thought the word 'trees' was ringing
thunderously in his mind. A few more
clanging in his head and he opened his
eyes just in time to see that it was the
morning alarm bell that was ringing.

He got out of his bed to go to the
balcony to find to his relief that the trees
were intact at their places. The Ashoka
tree stood tall as the previous day. He
realized it was a nightmare, a dreadful
one. Rajat, however knew, that this might
come true one day if we did not make
the right choices. He then got ready for
his morning walk and looked forward to
the animated discussion with his friends.

mugdha27 @ gmail.com
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Puzzles for You
Srutikirti Nayak

Here are seven puzzles relating to mathemat-
ics with the help of which you can prove that
you are smarter than your friend!

Q.1

Q3

Q.4

3 3.

3 3
Four threes have been arranged in

such a way that the result is zero. You
have to arrange these four threes with
the help of any common arithmetical
signs so that the result will be equal
to 1 to 10 in turn.

1 2 | 3
4 5| 6
7 8 9

Arrange these numbers in such a way
that the second row will be twice of
the first row and the third row will be
the thrice of the first row. Repetition
of numbers is not allowed.

29-1=30
Can you prove thatitis true?

Fill the grid with the help of the num-
bers 1 to4 in such a way that no num-
ber is repeated horizontally, vertically
or diagonally.

2
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Fill the blank spaces of the wheel with
the help of the numbers 1 to 11 in
such a way that the addition of each
straight line will be exactly 18. Rep-
etition of numbers is not allowed.

Q. 6 Putthe numbers from 1 to 10 in the

blank space without repetition.

00 0o

Q.7 [ 14243+4+5+6+7+8+9 = 45

The row of figures shown here adds
up to 45. You have to change one of
the plus sign to a multiplication sign
and add one set of parentheses to
make this row of figures add up to
100.
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ANSWERS

Al @) §+(3—3)=1

@ 3+372

(i) /3x3x3=3

3+(3x3

3
) 3+3—[§]=5

(vi) 3+{§§EJ=6

(vii) 3+3+§=7
(vl (3x3)+§=8
x) (3x3)+(3-3)=9

x) (3x3) +% =10

A2. 2 1 9
4 3 8
6 5 7

A3, 29-1=30

XXIX -IT=XXX
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A4.

AS.

A6.

A7

EEN e OS] I\S)

| W —=|

—| B o] W

| 14243+445+6+7+(8x9)=100 |

Teacher

Ravenshaw Collegiate School
Cuttack (Odisha)
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The Miracle of A Coin

Sarla Bhatia

Faiyzee was a water-carrier in Kashi.
During summer time he distributed water
among passers-by. A few kind people
tipped him dimes at times.Others walked
away after satisfying their thirst.
However, he was always gung-ho, and
sang tuneless boring songs to keep away
woes and worries.

One afternoon it rained heavily and
there was slush on the road. Misra Ji, the
miser, slipped and his belongings were
scattered on the path. A little later,
Faiyzee happened to pass that way and
he found a coin stuck in the mud.

It was a Rupee! The find was a
fortune for him, to be kept safe and
secured for the future. No place could
be better than the wall of the royal
palace, he thought.

Fortunately, that afternoon, the
guards were making merry in the cool
breeze. Faiyzee spotted a loose brick in
the wall. Placing the coin in one corner,
he fixed the brick with mud, to make the
wall look as old as centuries. He noted
that the brick was twenty paces from the
check post which faced a temple.

The coin brought him pots of luck.
He got a gardner's job at a rich mansion.
He saved good money and in due course
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married Jhunjhun, a maid working in that
very house. Two salaries, a good hut to
live in and a beautiful wife gave Faiyzee
immense satisfaction.

In a flush of happiness he confided
in his wife about the buried coin. The
couple decided to splurge at the Teej
festival, a popular event in the rainy
season. Faiyzee was determined to give
his bride a time of her life.

A day before the big event, Faiyzee
walked out in spite of pouring rain. As
he was removing the brick, a guard
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our wall for a rupee,"
said the king. "Sire,
with your prize I shall
have 11 rupees. The
money will enable
me to present a silver
necklace to my
wife," replied Faizee.
A clever fellow,
everyone thought!
The king decided
to find out the young

caught him and shouted, "Hey, what are
you upto?" The guard dragged him to the
Court, saying he suspected Faiyzee of
trespassing inside the palace, with an
intention to remove valuables.The king
thought, "A thief would have preferred
darkness, instead of broad daylight.
Moreover, what makes this man face
such a bad weather?" He wanted to know
the truth.

"What was your mission, young
man?" asked the king.

"My Lord, I was trying to recover the
coin which I had buried in the palace-
wall. I wanted to give a present to my
wife at the Teej," answered Faiyzee. The
courtiers laughed loudly,"What a yarn?"
But the king was not surprised, because
of his simplicity and guileless answer.

"I will give you 10 rupees to have a
good time with your wife. Don't spoil
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adventurer's motives.
He raised the stake to 50 rupees, then
to 100 rupees and finally to 1000 rupees.

The young man bowed, thanked his
highness and remarked, "I have 51, 101
and 1001 rupees, as the prize money was
raised. Firstly garments, then a coach
and finaly a house came on his list of
gifts to his wife. In a disperate move the
king asked. "How much money will
make you forget that wretched one
rupee?"

"Sir, I cannot forget that rupee. It has
brought me 1000 rupees. That coin may
be too 'little' compared to your awards
but it does not lose its value, albeit has
added to my fortune."

The king got his answer. Wise men
say, "Take care of your 'Pennies’, the
'Pounds' will take care of themselves."

C-13, Soami Nagar (South)
New Delhi-110017
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Book Review

Boond

This story is about water and its
importance. It tells us how due to our
carelessness all water bodies are being
polluted and unless we wake up to reality
nothing will change. Boond means
droplets of water.

Ramendra Kumar is an award
winning Indian writer for children with
twenty-four books in English and
translations in seven foreign and eight
Indian languages.

Ajanta Guhathakurta has illustrated
a number of children’s books.

Ravan Remedy
Suddhasattwa Basu
National Book Trust, India
T 50.00 24pp

Boond
Ramendra Kumar
[llustrated by Ajanta Guhathakurta
National Book Trust, India
T 45.00 24pp

Ravan Remedy

An interesting tale about the character
Ravan from the epic Ramayana. Ravan,
whose effigy is burnt during the
Dussehra festival is a symbolic burning
to ashes of all that is evil, is given a
humourous albeit ironical twist.

Suddhasattwa Basu is an illustrator,
painter and maker of animation films for
television. He has won the Katha
Chitrakala Award in the year 2002
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